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BOTRYTIS BLIGHT. As the weather cools and more dew forms in 
the evenings, conditions become ideal for the development of 
Botrytis blight or gray mold. To reduce this fuzzy, gray fungus, 
keep rose gardens and flowers beds dead-headed and spray with 
Daconil or Fungonil (chlorothalonil), Cleary's 3336 (thiophanate-
methyl) or other labeled fungicide. Other fungicides for 
commercial use include Chipco 26019 (iprodione) and Decree 

COOL SEASON MITES.  This year has been unusually cool, so cool 
season mites may become active sooner than previous years.  
Cool season mites such as spruce spider mites and southern red 
mites become more active as temperature are consistently in the 
60's and 70's.  

Southern red mite adults and nymphs are active from 1913 -3518 
[2933 peak] and 240 -3584 [3034 peak] GDD  respectively.  This 50

mite feeds azaleas, camellias, hollies, photinia, and many others.  
Southern red mites generally feed on the underside of leaves 
causing them to turn brownish to grayish and damaged leaves 
may drop prematurely.  This mite is dark red to brownish and has 
a pale stripe.  Eggs are brownish to reddish and have a fine hair 
coming off the center.

Spruce spider mites feed on fir, arborvitae, spruce, and other 
conifers.  This mite feeds on older foliage first and damaged 
foliage has a yellow to bronze coloration.  Spruce spider mites 
begin to feed about 2301- 3957 [3094 peak] GDD  and usually 50

continue until a hard frost.  The mite is dark green to dark red 
after initial feeding and overwinters as a reddish colored egg.  The 
damage found during the summer on plants is the result of heavy 
feeding by this mite the previous fall and spring.  

Shake a branch or small portion of the plant against a clipboard 
with a white sheet of paper to monitor mite populations.  Mites 
will begin to move a few moments after shaking and will appear 
as dots the size of periods.  Predatory mites usually move quicker 
than herbivorous mites and a hand lens will be helpful to 
recognize the pests.  Predatory mites and small lady beetles are 
common predators of pest mites.  Miticides available for 
controlling these mites include:  hexythiazox (Hexygon, Savy), 
bifenazate (Floramite), abamectin (Avid) and others.  Research has 
shown bifenthrin (Talstar) to cause mite resurgences because it 
also kills many of the beneficial arthropods helping to keep 
populations low. 

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

What's Hot!
Puss caterpillars and other stinging 
caterpillars are actively feeding. Puss 
caterpillars have been found on Ilex and 
Acer.

Ground nesting wasps are active and 
becoming more of a nuisance as we 
approach fall.

Slime molds have been appearing on 
lawns especially after recent rains. Slime 
molds produce a gray growth over the 
blades of turf that give it a dark 
appearance from a distance. What you see 
is the reproductive stage of this primitive 
fungus. It is not harmful to turf and can 
be removed by cutting the grass. These 
are related to the slime molds that appear 
in mulched beds as white, pinkish red, 
and yellow blobs often referred to as the 
“dog vomit fungus”. 

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

(Continued)

INSECTS
Brian Kunkel
Ornamental IPM Specialist

Editor’s Note:  Starting with Issue 24, we 
will publish Ornamentals Hotline every 
other week since we only have three issues 
left.  That means the remaining issues will 
be published on September 18, October 2 
and October 16.  
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

(fenheximide) or other labeled fungicides. Often the fungus causes a stem canker when infected flowers fall into the 
plant canopy. Black or caramel-colored, sunken and elongated lesions, with a definite outline, frequently appear on 
succulent stems or stalks of such ornamentals as begonia, geranium, annual vinca, peony, rose, snapdragon and 
many other annuals and perennials. Infection also may spread through the stem causing it to be weakened, girdled, 
and collapsed at the point of infection followed by wilting of the foliage above the lesion. 

SEPTORIA LEAFSPOT is one of several common diseases showing up now on flowering dogwood (Cornus florida) and 
silky dogwood (Cornus amomum). Some trees have numerous small angular spots on the lower branches that look 
like small dogwood anthracnose spots. It is too late for any chemical control.

ANTHRACNOSE.  This time of year we often see an increase of anthracnose on oak, maple and walnut. On oak and 
maple, look for large brown spots that follow the veins and some round spots as well. This late in the season no 
control is necessary. On walnut, the spots are irregular in shape, numerous and can cause premature defoliation. 
Again it is too late in the season for any control and the fungus does little to harm the health of the trees.

Diseases (Continued)
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