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POWDERY MILDEW on crape myrtle has not been a problem for 
many years since the introduction of new cold tolerant varieties 
(devl. at the National Arboretum and other places) that also 
happen to have powdery mildew resistance. But, this season has 
been so favorable for powdery mildew (especially the last several 
weeks) that we have seen powdery mildew on flower trusses of 
some of these cultivars.  Remember resistance is not immunity.  
While levels have been low, homeowners have probably never 
seen powdery mildew on their crape myrtles before.  While 
infection doesn't affect overall plant health, it may be severe 
enough to prevent flower buds from opening.  

LEOPARD MOTH.  At 2-3” long, the leopard moth (Zeuzera pyrina) 
is a large moth, introduced from Europe/N. Africa and found May-
September. Adults have black and white spots on their wings. 

Early symptoms are girdled or broken twigs and branches with 
wilted/yellow foliage. Monitor trees for branch and limb dieback, 
which may be mistaken for squirrel activity. Scout dead limbs for 
exit holes (possibly with silk coverings and resin flow) at the end 
of broken stems. Fine white frass pellets and possibly pupal skins 
may be left in bark crevices and inside these galleries. 

Larvae damage over 125 tree species incl. oaks, maples, lilacs and 
apples. They have an unusual life cycle (2 years or longer). Several 
yellow eggs are laid in small clusters  usually in bark crevices. 
After 10 days, newly hatched larvae crawl some distance before 
burrowing into a young branch and tunneling into the heartwood 
to begin feeding. When a branch is too small, the caterpillar exits 
the branch, migrates along the outside, and tunnels into a larger 
branch to complete its next caterpillar stage. At the end of the 
first year, caterpillars are 1” long, yellow with dark spots. At 
maturity (2”), tree branches up to 3.5 inches and tree trunks may 
have been fed upon. Pupation occurs in its final gallery. 

Leopard moth seems to strike only individual trees and does not 
spread rapidly. Female moths are not strong fliers. Spread may be 
through infested nursery stock. Control by pruning out affected 
limbs/branches. Woodpeckers, other birds and squirrels are 
important biological controls. As with all borers, growing a 
healthy tree is the best defense against injury. Chemical control is 
not practical because of the lengthy flight time. Note that this 
species shouldn't be confused with the Great/Giant Leopard Moth 
(Hypercompe scribonia)  a native woolly bear caterpillar.

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

What's Hot!
Clearwing borer populations (Lilac/Ash, 
Dogwood, and others) are prevalent. 
Protect trees as needed with pyrethroids 
like permethrin or bifenthrin.
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Casey Sclar
IPM Coordinator, Longwood Gardens
Emma Seniuk
Professional Gardener Student, Longwood Gardens

WEED SEED BANK describes the reservoir 
of viable seeds on the surface or in the soil 
profile.  Landscape managers should strive 
to reduce the weed seed bank--a major 
challenge in late summer because many 
weeds, such as crabgrass, go to seed, 
especially in low maintenance areas.  This 
adds to the weed seed bank and will make 
future weed control more challenging.  It 
takes several years with no additions to the 
seed bank to reduce weed pressure, 
because dormancy mechanisms allow some 
weed seeds to remain viable for years.  
Manage the weed seed bank by prevening 
weeds from going to seed.  To get a 75% 
reduction in the crabgrass seed bank it will 
take 3 years of active control making sure 
there is little seed head production.  To 
reduce weed seed head production in turf, 
mow more frequently using very sharp 
mower blades--especially critical in late 
summer.  Low growing weeds that produce 
seed heads below the height of mowing are 
more challenging.  Herbicides can be used 
on those weeds (for large multi-tillered 
crabgrass use quinclorac  Drive herbicide).  
Some good growth regulators are 
registered for seed head suppression in 
specific weeds such as annual bluegrass.

WEEDS
Gordon  Johnson
Agricultural Agent, Kent County
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

ALTERNARIA STEM BLIGHT was 
diagnosed on Zinnia angustifolia.  
Scattered branch wilting and 
eventual death occured when the 
main stem became girdled.  
Infected branches were girdled and 
sunken brown cankers were 
evident.  The roots were healthy 
and there was no streaking in the 
vascular tissues which would 
indicate a wilt pathogen. To control, 
prune out infected stems below the 
dark brown cankers, thin the plants 
to increase air circulation, and 
apply a fungicide such as mancozeb 
(Fore, etc.) or Daconil at the first 
sign of disease.

Diseases (Continued)  
Watch for building whitefly populations on annuals and select 
perennials. Parasites may move in and turn the normally yellowish 
nymphs black or other management strategies may be required.

The USDA has initiated a citizen survey for the Asian longhorned beetle 
(not yet ID’d in DE). Interested persons may receive a letter and 
identification sheet, along with a card to return to report findings. Call 
the PLSC office (302-831-2534) for materials. 

Japanese maple scale found in egg & crawler stage in Kent County.

Puss caterpillars were found feeding on Ilex & Acer. This caterpillar has a 
nasty sting associated with its hairs, so be careful moving plant material.  
Feeding damage is not severe on plants so treatment is not often 
warranted. 

Tuliptree & magnolia scale crawlers are approaching peak crawler 
activity. Horticultural oil, Insecticidal soap, Distance are good products 
for crawler control.  

What’s Hot (Continued)
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