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DRY, DRY, DRY STILL.  Not much is happening on the disease 
front except dry weather related diseases. Anthracnose on several 
shade trees including oak is increasing as the dry weather 
accelerates aging of the leaves which make them more susceptible 
to symptom expression at this time of year. Nothing to be done 
about it other than the early leaf loss could affect winter 
hardiness if we have a colder than normal winter. Yellowing of 
tulip poplar leaves is accelerating as is drought injury on 
sycamore and other street trees. This is the kind of weather that 
will produce bark cracking and oozing on Leyland cypress if the 

Fall webworm is a native insect and if you 
start looking closely at the trees most 
severely affected (walnut, hickory, black 
cherry) you’ll note they are all native.  
Other commonly infested trees or shrubs 
include fringe tree, redbud, blueberry, 
sumac, sourwood, black gum--all native to 
the same area in which fall webworm is 
native.  While this one example doesn’t 
prove a theory, it certainly supports Dr. 
Doug Tallamy’s theory that native insects 
prefer (and in many cases require) native 
plants for their survival.  In this case, the 
native insect is a pest we wish would 
disappear, but in the big picture native 
insects are essential for native birds, etc.

While most insects are inactive in this dry 
weather, lacebugs and mites are having a 
field day on cotoneaster, euonymus and 
fruit trees (to name a few).

What's Hot!

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

WHY HERBICIDES DON’T WORK IN DRY 
CONDITIONS.  In a drought, weed control 
can be challenging. For preemergence 
herbicides to work, water is required for 
activation. Preemergence herbicides 
control weeds by creating a chemical 
barrier that inhibits seed germination or 
that germinating weed seedlings absorb, 
killing them. However, to form the barrier, 
some of the herbicide needs to be 
solubilized. This solubilization then 
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ROSE MIDGE.  The rose midge (Dasineura rhodophaga) is an 
occasional but severe pest of garden roses, particularly hybrid 
teas. It is a tiny fly that completes most of its life cycle right 
underneath the flower bud of roses. Symptoms are “bull-necking” 
(bent flowers) and in heavy infestations, lack of blooms 
altogether. Rose midges feed on immature terminal growth and 
may cause a blackening or browning of terminals--thus confused 
with drought damage. Often damage occurs in “hot spots”, where 
one plant or a group of plants is affected often of the same 
variety. Rose midge populations often arrive with new rose 
plants, particularly those grown in containers and not purchased 
bare root.

The midge overwinters as pupae in soil. Adults emerge in early 
spring and lay eggs on new growth. There are many overlapping 
generations per year. Adults and maggots are 2 mm long, 
sometimes reddish and usually require a microscope for ID. 
During the summer, total life cycle may be as little as two weeks.

Physical control by removal of all infested terminal growth ASAP 
is used by gardeners and can be somewhat effective.  For 
chemical control, I've seen everything on the internet from Cygon 
2E to Diazinon to - well, you name it. For the professional, read 
the label and make sure the product is still okay to use. Two 
chemical control methods many people tout are an early spring 
(April) pre-infestation soil drench with imidacloprid and/or 
recurring sprays every 5 days with a contact pesticide such as a 
pyrethroid. Thorough coverage of nearby soil/turf may be needed 
to hit larvae, pupae, and protect new growth from egg-laying 
adults. At this point in the year, admit failure and plan next year's 
tactics rather than use chemicals to control established 
populations. Rose midge populations can be cyclic and may go 
unobserved in many years.

INSECTS
Casey Sclar
IPM Coordinator, Longwood Gardens
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continues over time for the life of the herbicide until it is no longer 
effective - a period of 2 to 6 months depending upon the herbicide. 
Water is required for solubilization of the herbicide. If there is not 
enough water to solubilize some herbicide initially, weed seeds that do 
germinate will come through the herbicide barrier. Herbicides that 
require root uptake by weeds also need to be solubilized to perform 
properly.

The majority of post-emergence herbicides such as glyphosate work best 
on weeds that are actively growing. Drought stressed weeds do not 
absorb herbicides well because stomates are closed and thicker cuticles 
may have developed. Herbicides also do not move as readily to the site 
of action because transport mechanisms are not functioning well and 
activity is reduced because plants have shut down some physiological 
processes. Ironically, the key to good herbicide performance in a drought 
is irrigation. By keeping weeds actively growing, your post emergence 
herbicides will work better. Irrigation will activate preemergence 
herbicides and make root absorbed herbicides more effective.

Weeds (Continued)

dry weather continues. This drought 
damage can be mistaken for 
Seiridium canker since both 
problems can produce the amber 
colored oozing on affected stems. 
Drought damage does predispose 
trees and shrubs to infection by a 
number of fungi including 
Botryosphaeria, Nectria, Phomopsis, 
Cytospora, Seiridium, Thyronectria, 
and canker rots of many trees. 
Pinewood nematode on Japanese 
black pine, Austrian and Scots pine 
is favored following droughts. 
Water important trees and shrubs in 
the landscape to reduce stress.

Diseases (Continued)


	Page 1
	Page 2

