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MUSHROOMS IN MULCH. With the recent deluge in many parts of 
the state behind us, we are beginning to see some of the 
aftermath in a flush of fungi growing in mulch. Bird's nest fungi, 
stinkhorns, artillery fungus, and toadstools may be appearing in a 
mulched bed near you. These are nuisance fungi and do not affect 
the plants in the beds. They are living on organic matter present 
and are harmless. Raking them out or other mechanical means 
will remove them. For more information see the fact sheet: 
http://ag.udel.edu/extension/horticulture/pdf/pp/pp-49.pdf

What's Hot!

TULIP TREE & MAGNOLIA SCALE.  Tulip tree scale feeds on 
tuliptree, magnolia, and occasionally lindens; whereas magnolia 
scale feeds on magnolias, tuliptree, and possibly Virginia creeper.  
Both species resume feeding in the spring and mature by late 
July.  Feeding by either species results in copious amounts of 
honeydew and sooty mold may be found July through August.  
Our current degree-days are ahead by 200 at Townsend and about 
what we historically experience around the end of August.  Last 
year was still warmer than this year has been.  Now is a good time 
to scout for this year's generation of crawlers.

Female tulip tree scales are grayish green to pinkish orange 
mottled with black and their crawlers are active from 2016 - 3212 
[2860 peak] GDD. Female magnolia scales are tan brown, smooth 
and are often covered with a white mealy wax until crawlers 
emerge.  Magnolia scale crawlers are active from 2075 - 3247 
[2746 peak] GDD.  Crawlers may also disperse by wind or birds 
and once crawlers find a suitable place they settle to feed.  There 
is only one generation per year and both overwinter as second 
instars.  Ants and wasps found in trees may indicate an 
infestation because they frequently feed on the honeydew.  

A number of natural enemies feed on this scale including a 
predaceous caterpillar; however they are often insufficient to 
manage populations.  Horticultural oil, insecticidal soap, Talus or 
Distance are recommended for control during crawler activity.  
Imidacloprid or other neonicotinoids can be used for control, but 
must be applied earlier in the summer so there is sufficient time 
for the product to move to target areas of the plant.  Other 
treatments applied during crawler activity include acephate or 
one of the pyrethroids.

View pictures at http://sites.udel.edu/
ornamentals/
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Are Japanese  

Thousand Cankers Disease of Walnut was 
confirmed on August 9, 2011 in Bucks 
County, PA. This find comes three weeks 
after the find in Virginia. This disease may 
already be present in our area, but has not 
been detected. We do not have large stands 
of walnut trees, most are in residential 
neighborhoods and most may be in New 
Castle County.  Now is the time to be on 
the lookout for dying walnut trees showing 
thinning of branches and canopy. Samples 
should be submitted to the UD Plant 
Diagnostic Clinic. Please see the PA press 
release:

The cicada killer wasps have started to 
decline in numbers; however, another 
wasp is starting to appear.  This wasp is a 
scoliid wasp and is a parasitoid of green 
June beetle larvae.  It has a gun metal blue-
black body with a rust colored abdomen 
with two yellow spots.  Adult wasps may 
be found feeding on flowers and is non-
aggressive.  This wasp flies over turfgrass 
in zigzag patterns searching for entrance 
holes for the grub entrance holes and 
other cues.  Females can sting but requires 
provocation; thus no treatment is 
warranted for this wasp.

http://www.agriculture.state.pa.us/portal/
server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_0_2_75292_10
297_0_43/AgWebsite/ProgramDetail.aspx?
name=Thousand-Cankers-
Disease&navid=12&parentnavid=0&palid=1
37&
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DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

INSECTS
Brian Kunkel
Ornamental IPM Specialist
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

Cooperative Extension
Townsend Hall
Newark, Delaware 19717
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FALL COLORATION. During a recent walk in my neighborhood I 
was struck at how powdery mildew on flowering dogwood is 
beginning to induce fall coloration on the infected leaves. Many 
of the larger and older infected leaves are turning red 
prematurely. Many of the newest leaves have the typical dirty 
white powdery growth on the leaves; the older leaves do not have 
the visible abundant fungal growth but it is there nonetheless 
and having an effect. It is too late in the season for control. 
Editor's note:  I just noticed a tupelo (Nyssa sylvatica) that was 
about half bright red.  I imagine that is due to drought stress. 

LEAF SPOTS. In August we begin to see many minor leaf spotting 
fungi that are weak parasites and take advantage of late season 
conditions and reduced plant disease defenses. They occur too 
late in the season to affect plant health usually, but infections 
can result in some pretty ugly foliage. Septoria leaf spot on river 
birch, Septoria leaf spot on dogwoods, anthracnose on oaks, 
Phyllosticta leaf spots on hickory and plane tree are a few. 

Diseases (Continued)

Look for a resurgence of Volutella blight on 
pachysandra that was drought stressed. 

Besides planting, fall is also for foliar 
nematodes. Be on the lookout for yellowing 
and browning on leaves of perennials in a 
pattern that is limited by the leaf veins. 
This is often caused by foliar nematodes. 
There still is no effective control in the 
landscape, although they do little if any 
damage to plant health. Remove and 
destroy infected leaves.

Take advantage of the fallen leaves 
mentioned in the disease column and use 
the mowed up clippings for mulch.

What’s Hot (Continued)
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