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TREE DISEASES.  Leaf blotch on horsechestnut is present on many 
trees at various levels. Look for brown blotches with yellow 
borders (like drought damage) in the lower canopy. It can cause 
some leaf loss but rarely warrants control.

From now until fall you can expect some weakly pathogenic fungi 
to infect leaves on otherwise healthy trees. Leafspots that begin at 
this time of the year rarely affect the health of the tree. Trees 
defenses are lower now and with favorable weather for fungi these 
weakly pathogenic fungi cause spotting and some leaf loss. Oak 
anthracnose and anthracnose on black walnut are two examples. 
Other fungi infect hickory, maple, birch and others.

Bacterial leaf scorch on oaks in the red oak group can be found 
now. Infected trees have leaves with brown leaf margins (like 

OAK SKELETONIZER.  This native insect has two generations per 
year in our area and is active from 547--2846 GDD.  The second 
generation is usually sometime during late July to August.  The 
larvae are yellowish green and prefer to eat red oaks, but also feed 
on chestnuts and other oak trees.  Early instars feed as leaf miners, 
but older larvae feed externally and skeletonize the leaf.  Mature 
larvae drop from leaves on silken threads when disturbed.  
Populations vary by year, thus some years damage may not be 
noticed.  Severe infestations or repeated attacks by this insect can 
result in crown thinning, die back, and possibly increase the trees 
susceptibility to other pests such as borers.  Larvae form white 
ribbed cocoons on the leaves, twigs, or other nearby structures.  
Control options include B.t., bifenthrin, deltamethrin, cyfluthrin, or 
cyhalothrin.  

YELLOWNECKED CATERPILLAR.  This caterpillar has a jet black 
head, yellow and black stripes and some white hairs.  Directly 
behind the head is a bright yellow-orange segment.  Oaks are often 
attacked along with basswood, maples, elms, walnut, fruit and nut 
trees.  Adults emerge during June-July, mate, and females lay eggs 
on the undersides of leaves.  This caterpillar feeds gregariously, 
skeletonizing leaves as early instars and consuming most of the 
leaf when they are older.  When disturbed, larvae assume a “U-
shaped” defensive posture to reduce the likelihood of attack by 
predators and parasitoids.  Larvae actively feed between July 
through September depending on location and when eggs were 
laid, but there is only one generation per year.  Birds, predatory 
insects, and parasitoids attack this pest.  This pest seldom causes 
serious harm to trees and treatments are not often warranted.  
Chemicals available for control include B.t., spinosad, azadirachtin, 
or one of the pyrethroids.

TURF SEEDING.  Late summer or early fall 
is the ideal time to seed turf grasses.  
Before planting, address problems that 
would affect turf growth (weeds, fertility, 
compaction).  Purchase high quality seed 
with a recent germination test.  Use 
improved turf varieties, with good disease 
resistance, adapted to our transition area 
(turf-type tall fescue for most general 
applications).  Go to 

 for recommended 
varieties.  Single varieties or mixtures of 
several varieties of the same species with 

http://pubs.ext.vt.edu/2907/2907-
1397/2907-1397.html

(Continued)

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

CULTURE
Gordon  Johnson
Agricultural Agent, Kent County

What's Hot!
Saddleback caterpillars found in Sussex Cty.

Cicada killers still active but numbers will 
be decreasing soon.  

Fall webworms have high populations this 
year.  Tear open webbing, remove webbing, 
or spray with a high pressure hose to 
damage the nest.  Tree damage  is minimal 
and rarely needs treating.

Scoliid wasps (parasitoids of green June 
beetle larvae) have a gun metal blue-black 
body with a rust colored abdomen and two 
yellow spots.  Adult wasps fly over 
turfgrass in zigzag patterns searching for 
entrance holes and other cues.  Females can 
sting but require provocation; thus no 
treatment is warranted.

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

(Continued)

INSECTS
Brian Kunkel
Ornamental IPM Specialist
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similar appearance and growth habit provide uniformity.  
Mixtures of 2 or more species (such as turf-type tall fescue with 
creeping red fescue) are often used where multiple 
environments exist in the same property (such as partially 
shaded and open areas).  In a multi-species mixture, the best 
adapted species will be dominant.  Use recommended seeding 
rates (4-10 lbs of turf type tall fescue per 1000 square feet for 
example - use lower rates for ideal conditions, higher rates for 
less ideal soil conditions).   Seed into moist (not wet) soil or 
provide irrigation for good germination.  Soil-seed contact is 
critical. Use a packer type seeder for new seeding or complete 
renovation projects; use a slit seeder for partial renovation into 
existing turf.  Seed in two directions. Overseeding (broadcast on 
surface) has a lower chance of success and necessitates higher 
seeding rates . The ideal seeding period in Delaware is from the 
last week in August through the first week in October.  Grass 
seedling survival is greatly improved with 4- 6 weeks of growth 
before a hard frost.  
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

Culture (Continued)

drought damage). Since we have not been in a 
drought, lack of water is an unlikely cause of 
the symptoms, but since the bacterial infection 
restricts water flow, drought symptoms 
appear. This is a debilitating disease that can 
take several years to a decade to kill the tree 
and there is no cure. Symptoms can be 
reduced or masked with oxytetracycline 
injections, but trees cannot be cured. Plant 
hoppers vector the bacteria from symptomless 
weed hosts and transmit it to oaks during 
feeding. If you have suspect trees, tests will 
confirm the presence of the bacteria in leaf 
petioles. Contact the Plant Diagnostic Clinic at 
320-831-1390 or on the web 

  
for more information on testing. The web has 
many articles on BLS-- here is a good one 
http://www.apsnet.org/online/feature/bls/  

http://ag.udel.edu/extension/pdc/index.htm
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