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It is not news to anyone that we are in quite a dry spell.  If you 
are managing landscapes, remember to water newly planted and 
even some established plants .  Look for signs of wilting and try 
to apply water slowly, either with a soaker hose or with a hose set 
at a trickle.  If you have to use a sprinkler, try to use it in the 
morning, rather than mid-day or in the evening when the foliage 
will not have a chance to dry.  If you planted landscape plants for 
customers earlier this season, it might be worth a reminder to 
them to water.  Even plants that were planted in early spring and 
seem well established can suffer when it gets this dry.  A simple 
phone call or post card reminding customers to water (and telling 
them how to water) could be a great way to keep in touch with 
your customers, let them know you are thinking about them and 
their plants and build rapport for future work.  Take a difficult 
situation and turn it into a marketing opportunity!

The cicada killer wasps have started to 
decline in numbers; however, another 
wasp is starting to appear.  This wasp is a 
scoliid wasp and is a parasitoid of green 
June beetle larvae.  It has a gun metal blue-
black body with a rust colored abdomen 
with two yellow spots.  Adult wasps may 
be found feeding on flowers and is non-
aggressive.  This wasp flies over turfgrass 
in zigzag patterns searching for entrance 
holes for the grub entrance holes and 
other cues.  Females can sting but requires 
provocation; thus no treatment is 
warranted.

What's Hot!
TULIP TREE & MAGNOLIA SCALE.  Tulip tree scale feeds on 
tuliptree, magnolia, and occasionally lindens; whereas magnolia 
scale feeds on magnolias, tuliptree, and possibly Virginia creeper.  
Both species resume feeding in the spring and mature by late 
July.  Feeding by either species results in copious amounts of 
honeydew and sooty mold may be found July through August.  

Female tulip tree scales are grayish green to pinkish orange 
mottled with black and their crawlers are active from 2016 to  
3212 [2860 peak] GDD. Female magnolia scales are tan brown, 
smooth and are often covered with a white mealy wax until 
crawlers emerge.  Magnolia scale crawlers are active from 2075 to 
3247 [2746 peak] GDD.  Crawlers may also be dispersed by wind 
or birds and once crawlers find a suitable place they settle to 
feed.  There is only one generation per year and both overwinter 
as second instars.  Ants and wasps found in trees may indicate an 
infestation because they frequently feed on the honeydew.  

A number of natural enemies feed on this scale including a 
predaceous caterpillar; however they are often insufficient to 
manage populations.  Horticultural oil, insecticidal soap, or 
Distance is recommended for control during crawler activity.  
Imidacloprid or other neonicotinoids can be used for control, but 
must be applied earlier in the summer so there is sufficient time 
for the product to move to target areas of the plant.  Other 
treatments applied during crawler activity include acephate or 
one of the pyrethroids.

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

WOODY VINE WEEDS are often a problem 
in older overgrown landscapes, 
naturalized areas, and woodlands.  This 
group includes poison ivy, Virginia 
creeper, wild grape, trumpet creeper, and 
Japanese honeysuckle.  Poison ivy can 
exist in shrub, trailing or climbing forms 
that attach to trees with aerial roots. 
Leaves have leaflets in groups of 3.  It is 
known for causing contact dermatitis in 
those allergic. Virginia creeper has leaflets 
in groups of 5-7.  It climbs plants using 
tendrils.  Wild grape also climbs with 
tendrils but has simple leaves with distinct 
lobes. Trumpet-creeper has pinnate 
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compound leaves with 7-11 leaflets per leaf in an alternate pattern. It has large orange trumpet-shaped flowers and 
climbs by aerial roots. Japanese honeysuckle has simple, opposite leaves and yellow to white flowers with distinctive 
fragrance.  It climbs by twisting its stem around trunks and limbs.   

Woody Vine Control. Digging out woody vine roots is labor intensive, risky for those allergic in the case of poison 
ivy, and not always fully effective. Woody vines are not controlled by cutting alone. However, cutting vines at the soil 
level and treating the freshly cut stump with glyphosate herbicide in the late summer or fall can be very effective. 
Stem injections of glyphosate in the same period is another option and foliar applications of glyphosate using a 
wick, wiper, or foam paint brush repeated several times is another control method.  In fence lines and other areas 
where you desire to kill all brush including these woody vines, glyphosate can be used as a broadcast spray.  Brush 
control products containing one or more growth regulator herbicides such as 2,4-D, dicamba, triclopyr, and picloram 
can also be used in these situations.  Imazapyr is also used for woody vine control in right of ways and fence lines 
but can affect nearby plants through root uptake so it is limited where it can be applied. Check labels for use 
restrictions, species controlled, and recommended rates for all herbicides.
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