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DROUGHT DAMAGE TO TREES. In response to drought, some 
trees will reduce transpiration by dropping the oldest leaves. This 
is very evident in drought-stricken areas of the state or where 
there is compacted, soil-limiting water-holding capacity of the 
soil. Trees most commonly affected are tulip poplars, sycamores 
and plane trees, and some of the birches. Browning or scorching 
of the leaf margins is another response to hot, dry weather. This 
is evident on flowering dogwood and Katsura tree in some 
locations. Watering will correct this.

POWDERY MILDEW continues to develop on a wide range of hosts 
at this time of the year. Some powdery mildews can continue to 
infect as long as high humidity persists in the absence of rainfall. 
Powdery mildew was seen this week on Oriental sycamore as well 
as our native sycamore, crape myrtle flower buds, lilac, 
sunflowers, flowering dogwood and many others.

What's Hot!
TWOSPOTTED SPIDER MITE. Despite a wet spring, the hot summer 
has ensured that twospotted spider mite [TSM] (Tetranychus 
urticae) is everywhere. Hundreds of plant species may be affected. 
Special attention should be paid to landscape plants like 
Euonymus, dwarf Alberta spruce, and Kentucky coffee tree. 
Annuals such as marigolds, dahlias, and verbena are also 
favorites. In addition to the notable “stippling” [dotting/spotting] 
damage, I've seen a lot of leaves go right to brown/bronze foliage 
after infestation this year because of the heat. 

Don't wait for webbing to treat  webbing is only noticeable if 
populations are too high already. Sample for TSM at least twice 
monthly - use a clipboard and white paper held under a stem or 
branch then strike it several times with a stick. On the paper, the 
dislodged mites will leave a small blood streak when smeared 
with your finger, while small pieces of dirt will not. On delicate 
plants, remove leaves and look with a hand lens. 

Do not put mite-prone plants in full sun exposures and try not to 
over-fertilize them. Spray off plants periodically with a strong jet 
of water and ensure they remain well watered. Biological controls 
can be seen naturally, but may not be capable of keeping up with 
the incredible reproductive rates of TSM - which can complete an 
entire generation in 7 days! Notable biological controls in our area 
are predatory mites, predatory bugs, and Stethorus puctatum, a 
small lady beetle often associated with fruit orchards.

View pictures at http://sites.udel.edu/
ornamentals/
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Are Japanese  

Bald cypress rust mite damage was 
observed this week on bald cypress in the 
UDBG in Newark.

Cedar-apple rust or Japanese apple rust is 
very evident on infected crabapple leaves 
at this time of the year. Look for the 
orange to red spots on the upper leaf 
surface and the spiky projections which 
are the aecia on the lower surface. It is too 
late for any control this year. 

In spite of the dry weather, increased leaf 
blotch on horsechestnut has been 
observed. It is not enough to affect plant 
health, but when rain returns we will see 
some leaf loss. Look for the brown spots 
limited by the leaf veins and yellow 
borders surrounding the brown spots. This 
is a minor fungal disease.

ndWatch for 2  generation egg hatch and 
crawlers on pine needle scale and 
euonymus scale.

Rust mite damage is beginning to show up 
on Bald Cypress. Speaking of it - did you 
see winter damage to Taxodium 'Prairie 
Sentinel' last year? If so, let Casey know…

Keep a close eye out for cutworms and 
cabbage loopers in late summer annuals 
and perennials, scout transplants for 
chewing damage when doing installations.
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Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist
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Casey Sclar
Plant Health Care Leader, Longwood Gardens



Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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Townsend Hall
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TURF. In areas where the turf is not brown, BROWN 
PATCH is still active in many lawns. Recently we have 
seen several turf samples with raging PYTHIUM 
BLIGHT symptoms. Pythium likes the hot, humid 
weather and if the turf has had some heavy 
thundershowers or is heavily irrigated or in low or 
poorly drained spots, Pythium can get established and 
blight large areas quickly. Early in the morning, the 
gray fungal growth can be seen often looking like 
cobwebs on the turf. On fine textured grasses, the 
blades often turn dark brown to black and have a 
greasy appearance. Pythium infected turf will often 
die while brown patch infected turf usually recovers 
after a return to cool nights below 70°F. Pythium is 
difficult to control unless you are applying 
preventative fungicide sprays.

Diseases (Continued)
Hexygon (hexythiazox) and Floramite (bifenazate) 
provide great spider mite control and are not toxic to 
natural enemies  even predatory mites! Spiromesifen, 
Etoxazole, Acequincocyl, and many others are also 
quite good for twospotted spider mite control. 
Horticultural oil is a very good miticide with egg 
killing action; it is perhaps the best homeowner 
product currently available for this use. Drenches of 
Kontos (spirotetramat) are best applied preventatively 
and are only for GH's.  Remember, neonicotinoid 
pesticides such as imidacloprid and many pyrethroids 
have been implicated in spider mite “flare-ups” after 
their use. Use these products only where and when 
necessary and scout these plants closely afterward. 

Insects (Continued)


	Page 1
	Page 2

