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DAYLILY LEAFSTREAK has made a real resurgence during this hot, 
humid, rainy period the last couple of weeks. The foliage will get 
diffuse brown spots and develops into long steaks of dead tissue 
bordered by yellow tissue. The old dead leaves will make the 
plants look unsightly until the weather changes and new healthy 
leaves replace them later in the month. This is a fungus disease 
caused by Aureobasidium microstictum. Avoid damage to the 
leaves, which is one of the ways it enters the plant. Avoid highly 
susceptible varieties and limit overhead irrigation. Fungicides can 

NEEM PESTICIDES are derived from seeds of the neem tree 
(Azadirachta indica syn. Melia azedarachta  a relative of the 
mahogany tree), a subtropical shade tree growing or cultivated in 
many developing nations. Many different forms are available 
commercially  and knowing what's out there can really help. Seed 
extracts (oils) are common and may contain certain insecticidal 
ingredients.  Soaps or just the general seed oil are also available.

Neem pesticides containing azadirachtin (AZA) kill insects by 
disrupting their growth and development. They are also strong 
insect repellents. Neem products with AZA control a broad range 
of pests, providing superior control of chewing insect pests such 
as caterpillars, leaf beetles, and sawflies. The amount of AZA 
present in a formulation varies and may reflect whether the 
product is a Ready-to-Use (RTU) formulation or a concentrate. 
Commercial applicators can buy AZA containing brands such as 
Azatin, Azatrol, Azamax, etc. Home Garden trade names include 
Safer BioNeem, Neem-Away Insect Spray, and others.

Clarified hydrophobic extracts of neem oil are products that do not 
contain any AZA and are similar in use pattern to insecticidal 
horticultural oils and powdery mildew fungicides. Trade names 
include Green Light Neem Concentrate, Trilogy, and many others. 
This is the type most often found on retail store shelves.

Fatty acids from neem seed are insecticidal soap (potassium salt 
fatty acid)/neem blends that vary in their concentration of AZA 
and should be used with the same care as any insecticidal soap. 
Trade names include Bon-Neem and Organica K+ Neem. 

Many neem products carry OMRI listings that also allow them to be 
useful tools in organic production. Formulations (particularly those 
with AZA) provide a level of pest management equal to that of 
many synthetic counterparts from a botanical source. 

pH MANAGEMENT. Late summer/fall 
planting season for turfgrasses, 
perennials, and cool season annual beds is 
coming up.  Don't forget pH management 
as you prepare soils for planting.  If you 
have not done so already, take soil 
samples from areas to be planted and 
send to an accredited lab (such as the UD 
Soil Testing Lab) for pH and mineral 
nutrient testing.  The test results will 
provide information on lime requirements  
both rate and type of lime to use for 
standard plantings (or soil acidifying 
requirements for acid loving plants).  

Most woody plants can tolerate a wide 
range of pH's; however, perennials, 
annuals, and turfgrasses are more 
sensitive to pH.  For the majority of these 
plants the ideal pH range is 6.0-6.5. If pH 
values are below 5.3 root growth will be 

(Continued)

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

CULTURE
Gordon  Johnson
Agricultural Agent, Kent County

What's Hot!
Sawflies, esp. those on dogwood, are 
prevalent. In exposed locations, they are 
definitely defoliating shrubs and trees. 
They are also good food sources for 
insectiviorous birds so manage only where 
and when needed.

Many entomologists are declaring this year 
a total “bust” for Japanese Beetles, which 
means growers can celebrate!

INSECTS
Casey Sclar
IPM Coordinator, Longwood Gardens

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

(Continued)



Cooperative Extension
Townsend Hall
Newark, Delaware 19717

GRON WIG
EG

S
DREE DAY00

AS OF Agut 1029
us, 

ischer renhouse

F
Ge

(
w Castle C

nty)= 2235 '08  237)

Ne

ou
 

(
=

6

R
e

,

esarch & Edc. Center Georgton

u

ew

u (Sssex County)= 2368 ('08 =NA)

 

 

impacted, toxic levels of aluminum and 
manganese may be present, and you 
may see deficiencies of magnesium and 
calcium.  If an area has been over-limed 
in the past and the pH is above 6.8, you 
may see micronutrient deficiencies 
such as manganese or iron (especially 
in turf).  For acid loving plants 
(blueberries, azaleas, rhododendrons) 
that thrive in pH's below 5.4, elevated 
pH can result in poor growth and 
micronutrient deficiencies.  

wr
or

ollee

Sathm
e C

g

(ewa 
t A =

Dla
reCouny,P) NA

Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

Culture (Continued)

be helpful if applied preventatively (before symptoms appear). I have 
had success with some of the triazole fungicides such as myclobutanil 
(Systane, Eagle, Immunox) and Banner MAXX. 

CERCOSPORA LEAFSPOT on hydrangea is appearing in the landscape 
again. The irregular purple to purple- rimmed spots with gray centers 
infect both Hydrangea macrophylla and Hydrangea quercifolia. With 
lots of rain or overhead irrigation, this fungus disease can cause 
spotting that detracts from the overall appearance of the plants. If 
defoliation occurs, which does not happen often, plant health can be 
compromised. Most of the time fungicides are not warranted.

ALFALFA MOSAIC VIRUS was diagnosed in obedient plant, Physostegia 
virginiana. Infected plants have irregular small yellow spots that 
might resemble nutrient deficiencies or some other physiological 
disorder. The virus can be transmitted by aphids or plants can be 
systemically infected when purchased. There are no control options--
so if plants look too bad, simply remove them and replant with 
something else.

Diseases (Continued)
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