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CRABAPPLE SCAB may be appearing soon. The recent weather has been 
wet enough in most places in the state but the temperatures have been cool. 
That may change this week. Some crabapple buds in Newark are showing 
color and leaves are beginning to emerge. Fungicide sprays applied soon and 
again after petal-fall will provide adequate control of  scab on susceptible 
cultivars. If  you are planting crabapples, avoid susceptible cultivars such as 
'Hopa', 'Almey', 'Eleyi', Bechtels' and 'Red Silver'. An incomplete list of  
some disease-resistant crabapple cultivars follows: 'Adams', 'Adirondack', 

WHITE PINE “DECLINE”? BACK TO THE FUTURE…Imagine this, it's 
2014 - business is booming thanks to that long-lasting economic upswing  - 
and the future you is looking at a client's white pines, which like many others 
have recently “suddenly” declined. Why is that? What happened recently that 
could cause this? 

Hey! Future you! - don't forget the harsh reality of  winter 2010. The snow 
load and winter storm damage will be a memory...  but reflect upon what 
white pines endured this past winter. First, extensive use of  deicing salts that 
stayed in the soil for weeks. Second, major snow and wind loads caused limb 
losses, structural defects and even trunk splits/cracking (for more detail  see 
Hotline Issue #1).  Then, heavy rains prolonged the already wet soil 
conditions  further increasing root stress.

Lost and broken limbs, even with pruning cuts, can be entry courts for decay 
fungi, twig beetles, and borers. Structural impacts may not be readily visible; 
they often heal slowly and present major hazards. Stressed trees and mild 
winter soil temperatures beneath the snow pack may stimulate 2010 weevil 
populations (white pine, pales, and pine root collar). (BTW - have you 
scouted NOW for glistening resin on terminals from WPW?)  The root stress 
from waterlogged soils may have resulted in root rot fungi like Verticladiella 
procera… AND all the deicing salts?  Probably not to be found by soil testing 
even in 2010 because of  chloride's mobility in soil, but still a factor...

The invasive wood wasp Sirex noctilio lingered just to the North and winter 
2010 might have provided all the stressed trees it needed to move southward, 
into a landscape where white pine was by far the most planted native 
coniferous evergreen tree. 

Trees may take years to fully show the impact of  past events. White pine 
took a heavy hit this past winter. Maybe you'll file this edition of  Hotline 
away for four years  because “future you” shouldn't forget…

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

(Continued)

SALT IN SOIL.  There is really nothing you can 
do to remove de-icing salt from soil other than let 
nature take its course.  Normal spring rainfall (of  
which we have had plenty) should leach salt from 
soil near roadways and sidewalks.  You can’t 
really speed this process because salt will only 
leach as quickly as water carries it through the 
soil system. In many cases, soils are still 
saturated and adding water to them to try and 
leach salts will only keep roots wet longer.

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

INSECTS
Casey Sclar
Plant Health Care Leader, Longwood Gardens

CULTURE

What's Hot!
Lots of  evergreens are coming in to the New 
Castle County Extension office with browned or 
striped needles.  After discussion, the most 
probably diagnosis is caused by root damage 
from excessive/standing water.

As Casey mentioned, look for glistening drops of  
resin on white pine terminals as a result of  
punctures made by adults during feeding and egg-
laying.  Prune out infested leaders.  As soon as 
the leader droops, prune just below where bark is 
discolored.  Remove the pruned leader containing 
larvae form the site. Spray only the leader with a 
registered insecticide now when sap flow from 
adult feeding is observed.
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Diseases (Continued)

'Bob White', 'David', 'Donald Wyman', 'Prairiefire', 'Professor Springer', 'Red Jewel', 'Sugar Tyme', Malus sargentii cv. Tina, and others. 
'Sugar Tyme' was highlighted in a recent issue of  Horticulture. Call around to ask nurseries which cultivars they carry or could order. 

BOTRYOSPHAERIA CANKER and other fungal canker diseases can be seen on branches of  woody plants at this time of  the year 
before the leaves totally emerge. Prune out diseased branches now. There is no need to disinfect tools between cuts when pruning cuts. I 
have seen Botryosphaeria on red and yellow stem dogwood, Cornus sericea, here in the UDBG this week. To rejuvenate this plant and 
avoid canker, take out the oldest wood and leave the brightly colored stems.

BLACK SPOT ON ROSE. Last season in a replicated field trial I tested a number of  fungicides available for homeowners for black 
spot control on hybrid tea rose.  I used 'Tropicana', which is susceptible, like most tea roses, to black spot. I began spraying before black 
spot was seen on the plants on May 12. Applications were made every two weeks. The best control was achieved with Bonide Infuse, 
Spectracide Immunox, Daconil, Ortho RosePride Disease Control, then mancozeb in that order.  Daconil and mancozeb leave a 
noticeable residue on the leaves. The others do not. Notable failure to control black spot on this spray schedule included Bonide Liquid 
Copper Fungicide and Bonide Wettable Sulfur. Unless you are willing to apply preventative fungicides on this type of  schedule on 
susceptible hybrid tea roses control is not possible under our growing conditions.
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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