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CEDAR-APPLE RUST has appeared on eastern red cedar (Juniperus 
virginiana) in some areas with the cool, wet weather we've had 
this past week. The bright orange-red gelatin-like spore horns that 
protrude from the galls on cedar twigs cause little damage, but 
can be pruned out if desired. Spores produced on cedars can 
infect apple and crabapple leaves, which are now beginning to 
expand. Apply fungicides now to susceptible apples or crabapples 
for cedar apple rust control. Immunox for homeowners or Eagle 
for professionals will work well for rust as well as for scab; other 
fungicides are labeled as well. 

CRABAPPLE SCAB may be appearing soon. Recent weather has 
been wet enough, but the temperatures have been cool. That may 
change this week. Some crabapples in Newark are almost ready to 
bloom and leaves are beginning to emerge. Apply fungicides soon 

Juniper webworm observed in MD last 
week. 

Eastern tent caterpillars actively feeding. 

White pine sheath mites should be active. 
Lab samples have been overwintering 
insects (scales) or old arthropod damage.

Remember: the user name for access to 
the blog is readornamentals and the 
password is privateblog.  

What's Hot!
WHITE PINE WEEVILS commonly attack eastern white pine, 
Norway spruce Colorado blue spruce and other evergreens. ¼” 
adults (snout nosed beetles) crawl up host trees from 
overwintering sites in leaf litter during warm spring afternoons (= 
60°F; 32 GDD or Magnolia stellata bloom) and begin to chew 50, 

holes into the leader. The feeding causes sap to run down the 
leader and females lay 1-5 eggs/ hole.  Eggs hatch in one to two 
weeks and larvae (small grains of rice with brownish colored 
heads) tunnel downward underneath the bark for four to six 
weeks.  The larvae are active when Catalpa speciosa is in full 
bloom, or 670  2447 [1395 peak] GDD . Damaged leaders droop 50

and wilt forming a diagnostic “Shepard's hook”.  Mature larvae 
tunnel deeper into the tree, form a cocoon made of wood chips 
and emerge in about two weeks (late-July to August).  Adults feed 
on branches and shoots causing additional sap flow, but this 
feeding usually does not kill branches.

Prune leaders as soon as they begin to droop and just below the 
area where bark discoloration stops.  Scouting in early  late April 
for sap oozing down the terminal branches alerts you to adult 
feeding the time for control.  Dimethoate can provide control in 
tree nurseries and Christmas tree farms.  Mist sprayers do get 
enough material on the tree to protect the leader. Drench sprays 
of Onyx (bifenthrin) at three week intervals is another control 
option for nurseries.  Neonicotinoid products provide about 80% 
control of the weevils but should be applied very soon.  Meridian 
(thiamethoxam), Arena (clothianidin) and Merit (imidacloprid) 
should be applied as drenches at the base of trees, whereas, 
Safari (dinotefuran) may be sprayed to the tops of trees.   

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

(Continued)

BULB WEEDS IN TURF.   Wild garlic (Allium 
vineale), Wild onion (Allium canadense), 
and Star-of-Bethlehem (Ornithogalum 
umbellatum) are similar looking bulb-
forming weeds of turf. Wild garlic is by far 
the most common.  However, Star-of-
Bethlehem can be a major weed problem.  
The leaves of wild garlic are round and 
hollow, wild onion has flat leaves, and Star-
of-Bethlehem has fleshy leaves with a light 
colored midrib.  Control wild garlic in turf 
using broadleaf combination products 
containing a high concentration of 2,4-D 
ester along with dicamba.  Use a surfactant 
due to the waxy nature of garlic leaves.  
Apply when the garlic has some height 
above the turfgrass. This herbicide 
program will also control wild onion.  Star-
of-Bethlehem has been difficult to control 
with herbicides in the past; however, two 

(Continued)

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

WEEDS
Gordon  Johnson
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INSECTS
Brian Kunkel
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Extension Horticulturist

Cooperative Extension
Townsend Hall
Newark, Delaware 19717

WIN GROG
E DEGREDAYS

O
r 2

AS F il7, 08
Ap

0

Fischer reenhouse

G

(New Castle C
nty)= 60 ('06 82)

ou
 

= 

R
e

c.Ce
,G

g

esarch & Edu nter eoreton w

us
Co

 

 

(S
sex 

unty) =121 '06 =NA)

(

Diseases (Continued)

relatively new turf herbicides, 
carfentrazone-ethyl (Quicksilver; 
component of Speedzone and 
Powerzone) and sulfentrazone 
(Dismiss) are showing good activity 
on Star-of-Bethlehem.

CRABGRASS GERMINATION has 
begun in much of Delaware and will 
continue throughout the spring.  
According to University of Maryland 
research, 25 percent of the 
crabgrass seed will germinate by 
200 growing degree days, 75 
percent by 600 growing degree days, 
and 100 percent by 1100 growing 
degree days.  Don't delay in 
applying preemergence crabgrass 
herbicides.

and again after petal-fall to provide adequate control of scab on 
susceptible cultivars. If you are planting crabapples avoid susceptible 
cultivars such as 'Hopa', 'Almey', 'Eleyi', Bechtels' and 'Red Silver'. Here are 
a few of the many disease-resistant crabapple cultivars now available: 
'Adams', 'Adirondack', 'Bob White', 'David', 'Donald Wyman', 'Prairiefire', 
'Professor Springer', 'Red Jewel', 'Sugar Tyme', Malus sargentii cv. Tina, 
and others. Call local nurseries for info on availability and specific 
characteristics.

BLACK SPOT ON HYBRID TEA ROSES. Preventative fungicide sprays are 
very important for control.  A trial conducted here in the UDBG in 2005 
on 'Tropicana' roses showed that spraying every two weeks throughout 
the season provided very good control of black spot with all of the 
homeowner fungicides tested (Ortho Rose Pride Funginex,  Spectracide 
Immunox, Bonide Infuse, Bayer Advanced Rose, Tree and Shrub 
Fungicide). Applications of neem oil, horticultural oil, and potassium 
bicarbonate (Bonide Remedy) every two weeks did not control black spot 
under our conditions. Clean up any old leaves and prunings from the rose 
beds to reduce overwintering spores of the fungus and begin spraying 
when the new leaves are expanding. 

Weeds (Continued)
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