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The heat and low humidity in many places is restricting disease 
development but, there are a few diseases to report.

DAYLILY LEAFSTREAK is in full swing now. Look for the brown 
streaks often with yellow borders. High humidity and heat will 
predispose the plants to infection by the fungus Aurebasidium as 
well as thrips feeding. Remove badly infected leaves. Preventative 
spraying with fungicides such as myclobutanil can also help 
protect clean foliage from infection. Plants usually recover nicely 
once cooler weather returns in late August and September.

ROOT AND BUTT ROT.  I found a very active Gandoderma 
infection on hardy rubber tree in the UDBG. The shiny brick-red 

What's Hot!

FALL WEBWORM.  This insect feeds on over 85 species of trees 
including, walnut, hickory, fruit trees, maples, cherry, and 
sweetgum. The first generation of this pest has already past and 
occurred 802 - 1517 [1105 peak hatch] GDD .  I have already 50

noticed webbing of the second generation on some trees in Kent 
and New Castle Counties.  This generation occurs 1401 - 3226 
[2723 peak] GDD .  50 

Adult webworms are white sometimes with brown to black spots 
on their wings and emerge sometime in mid- to late-June.  The 
larvae are pale yellow to pale green with black spots along the 
back and covered with long white to yellowish colored hairs.  
There are two “races” of fall webworms  those with red- or black-
colored head capsules.  Larvae form webbing around a few leaves 
and feed gregariously encasing other leaves in their webbing as 
they grow.  Caterpillars feed for about six weeks before they 
pupate in the soil, bark crevices or leaf litter.  

Fall webworm damage is mostly aesthetic and usually trees 
tolerate the feeding because they have usually acquired the 
nutrients and food needed for the next year by this time of the 
summer.  Control options can be as simple as tearing the webbing 
to facilitate access to the caterpillars for birds, parasitoids, and 
insect predators.  This may be accomplished with pruners, strong 
stream of water, hands, stick or other convenient tool.  Pesticide 
applications are rarely necessary for this insect but may include 
Bacillus thuringiensis (when caterpillars are small), spinosad, 
insecticidal soap, chlorantraniliprole, a pyrethroid, carbaryl, or an 
insect growth regulator such as tebufenozide or diflubenzuron.  

View pictures at http://sites.udel.edu/
ornamentals/
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Are Japanese  

Powdery mildews in general are thriving in 
the heat and humidity. Look for them on 
many hosts that have been covered in past 
issues (7, 11, 14 and 15easy to find thanks 
to Dick Pelly's index!).

Dogwood sawfly have arrived.  Look for 
gregarious white larvae that gather on the 
back of shrub dogwood leaves.  They can 
completely defoliate leaves, with only 
skeletonized veins remaining.  Manually 
remove and destroy small infestations.  
For large infestations, spray young larvae 
with horticultural oil.  For mature larvae, 
you'll need to use a contact insecticide.

Rainfall has been sporadic this summer 
throughout the Hotline readership areas.  
Downstate DE and SE PA were in the worst 
shape for most of July, while New Castle 
County got some key rains just as they 
were needed.  PA got some relief on 
Monday night with lots of thunderstorms.  
As you manage landscapes and advise 
clients be sure to check the soil moisture 
at each site you visit.  Sometimes 
thunderstorms don’t allow much moisture 
to penetrate the soil.  There is no need to 
water lawn unless you are trying to keep it 
green or have recently laid new sod.  But, 
you may need to water landscape plants 
that were planted this spring or summer.  
Encourage homeowners to using watering 
bags or a hose set to a trickle so the water 
they apply actually soaks in.
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shelf fungus at the base of the trunk is the diagnostic sign. This is a root and butt rot fungus and no treatment is 
effective for control. As the top dies back, the tree will eventually have to be removed. This is a wound/stress 
pathogen that I see frequently at sites with heavy foot or vehicle traffic resulting in soil compaction leading to root 
death and infection by this very common soil borne fungus.

FOLIAR NEMATODES. I also spotted the angular spots that follow the vein pattern of the leaf on Japanese anemone 
indicating infection by foliar nematodes. By mid August, symptoms will be more evident on many herbaceous hosts 
such as peony, Hosta, Heuchera, ferns, and many, many more. No controls except to remove the badly infected 
leaves and destroy, unless they are hot composted.
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