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STRESS RELATED CANKER DISEASES such as Botryosphaeria 
canker have begun to show up on trees and shrubs such as 
redbud, rhododendron, Japanese maple, and dogwood.  
Botryosphaeria is an opportunistic fungus that comes in on 
wounds on trees stressed due to drought or injury. Botryosphaeria 
has a very wide host range, and can overwinter in fruiting bodies 
on dead tissue.  Symptoms appear as dieback of a branch or 
branches, or wilting and yellowing, usually beginning with one 
branch or lead. There are no good effective chemical controls for 

Dogwood sawfly has been doing extremely 
well in our area.  Pick off and destroy small 
infestations, spray young larvae with hort 
oil or spray mature larvae with a contact 
insecticide.

The little shot of moisture last week 
seemed to invite diseases  brown patch in 
turf, cercospora leaf spot on rose, etc.
Brown marmorated stink bug nymphs are 
feeding and egg masses are being found. 
Brian is still looking for egg masses and 
any other life stage

Cicada killers are flying in landscapes near 
you.  This non-aggressive solitary wasp 
rarely requires treatment and needs 
extreme provocation (i.e., pulling off legs, 
wings, etc...) to warrant a sting attempt 
from a female.

Gall insects are becoming more visible on 
their host plants.  Treatments are not 
warranted for most galls.

Dry weather affects weed control.  Don’t 
spray herbicides when temperatures are 
too high.  You can get injury on plants that 
would otherwise tolerate over the top 
applications.  Also, for systemic herbicides, 
plants must be actively growing to take up 
the herbicide and translocate it throughout 
the plant.  When plants go dormant during 
drought, systemic herbicides may not 
work.  Rainfall has been spotty throughout 
Delaware and Southeastern PA, with some 

What's Hot!
Fall Webworm (Hyphantria cunea) are on the rise this year. 
Symptoms on plants are defoliation and the large, fairly loose 
webbing on terminal branches. These “ghostly webs” differ from 
those of tent caterpillars, whose tents are often held tightly in 
branch junctions. Fall webworm also has a broader host range: 
hickory, pecan, black cherry, mulberry, and mountain ash. Over 88 
tree species have been noted in the USA as being susceptible.

There are two generations per year. The white adults emerged and 
laid eggs earlier this year after overwintering as a cocoon in soil or 
debris. It usually takes approximately 6 weeks for full larval 
development. The larvae are yellow with white hairs when young. 
Once more mature, their hairs will be longer and come from 
orange or black spots  so larval appearance will vary. These 
caterpillars have either a black or red head. There are actually two 
“races” of this pest thus the differences sometimes in larval 
appearance. The caterpillars usually feed together in the same 
tent, but wander and feed more randomly when older. 

Scouting intently and immediately pruning out small webs is one 
good option on a small scale. If you can get first generation webs 
there will be fewer webs in the second generation (may be too late 
for this year, but remember for future use). Damage from fall 
webworm is somewhat cyclical and reaches its peak once every 
four years or so at a site. Several birds, wasps, yellowjackets, and 
other parasites will feed on them. Roadsides and commercial 
landscapes will also see impact. The damage is mainly aesthetic. 
Depending on how desirable the affected plants are, pesticides 
may be necessary. Note that B.t. is never a good option against 
mature caterpillars and has limited effectiveness against fall 
webworm.  Make the determination to treat early, as spraying 
through the large webs has limited effectiveness even with broad 
spectrum contact pesticides and coverage will be an issue. Plus, 
you'll still have the webs to deal with anyway. 
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Diseases (Continued)

Botryosphaeria canker diseases. The best control is to plant trees 
properly in appropriate sites and maintain trees and shrubs in 
good vigor. Avoid wounding with lawn mowers or string trimmers, 
and keep trees watered during times of drought. Winter injury and 
freeze cracking can also be avenues that lead to Botryosphaeria 
infection in a tree. To control in symptomatic plants, trim out 
affected branches, pruning back until healthy wood is found. Clean 
pruning tools with alcohol or bleach between cuts.

Black spotted leaves of gold-dust plant (Aucuba japonica) have 
been brought into the UD Plant Diagnostic Clinic.  They are not due 
to a pathogen, but rather environmental stress. Leaves on plants in 
exposed areas will turn dark in response to freeze damage or to 
heat and sunscald. Leaves and branches may die back, and 
Botryosphaeria may move in. Aucuba is best grown in a shaded, 
sheltered well-drained area. Prune out any dead branches. Aucuba 
is also susceptible to some fungal root rots, such as Phytophthora 
root rot.

R W NG O I G
DEGREE DAYS

 O
 4

AS F uly 2 , 012
 J

2

Fis
e  Greenho se

ch r

u
(

(New Ca tl  Co nty) = 2
05  '11 = 206 )

s e
u

1

3

se
  d

.
e  G

or
town

Re
arch & E uc  Cent r,

e
ge

oun
  

1
( 1

 

(Sussex C
ty) = 21

 '1  = 2265)

9

Sw r h
o e Col e

a t m
r  

l ge

(D
l

r  
n

,
) = 20

 ’11
27

e awa e Cou ty  PA  
84 (

 = 21
)

What’s Hot (Continued)

areas getting thunderstorms and some 
areas being missed completely.  

When planning for lawn renovations this 
fall, think about your opportunity to kill 
existing vegetation and properly prepare 
the site for seeding.  Ideally, your first 
glyphosate application should go down in 
early August, with a follow-up 2 weeks 
later.  Make sure you are spraying 
actively growing vegetation that will take 
up and translocate the glyphosate (or 
alternate herbicide).
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