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UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE                COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

THOUSAND CANKERS DISEASE OF WALNUT HAS BEEN 
DETECTED IN CENTRAL VIRGINIA. The Virginia Department of 
Agriculture has detected Thousand Cankers Disease (TCD) in 
Chesterfield and Henrico Counties in central Virginia along the 
I-95 corridor. A quarantine has been put in place against 
movement of walnut trees and related products. TCD is a 
disease that attacks walnut trees, Juglans spp. The causal fungus 
Geosmithia morbida is carried by the walnut twig beetle, 
Pityophthorus juglandis. Small cankers form under the bark of the 
tree, it worsens and ultimately trees die. Dieback in the tops of 
trees or thinning of the crown are usually the first symptoms 
noted. Found in the western U.S., this is the first time the disease 
has been found east of Tennessee. See VA press release: 

What's Hot!
MIMOSA WEBWORM (Homadaula anisocentra) is an introduced 
pest that affects both honeylocust and mimosa trees in our area. 
Trees originally grown in nurseries may be more susceptible. 

Emerging from an overwintering pupal stage, small gray moths 
lay tiny, rose-colored eggs in late spring. Young larvae 
strip/skeletonize the upper surfaces off leaves and produce large 
amounts of silk. This silk sandwiches together leaves and small 
branch tips. Eventually, these webby masses are quite visible on 
the tree. Caterpillars vary in color from pinkish gray through 
green to dark brown and will ultimately grow to about 5/8 inch in 
length. They are quite active amongst the webbing and move 
around quickly when disturbed. After feeding, these larvae use 
silk threads to lower themselves into bark crevices or to the 
ground and pupate in small, white cocoons. 

The second generation is produced quickly in mid-late summer 
and there are reports of a third generation during warm years in 
southern mid-Atlantic locations. The earliest observed date for 

thlarvae is June 15  in Northern DE. A GDD range of 750-3216 (avg. 
1643) and full bloom of Kalmia latifolia can also be used as a PPI.

Research at Purdue University indicated that single honeylocust 
trees are more commonly affected than groupings; and 
observations in this region seem to confirm this. Early research 
indicated resistance amongst certain thornless honeylocust 
cultivars. 'Sunburst' is quite susceptible, while 'Moraine', 
'Shademaster', and 'Imperial' were touted as less susceptible. 
Manual web removal is not a practical control method.

View pictures at http://sites.udel.edu/
ornamentals/

July 29, 2011

Are Japanese  

Twospotted spider mites are being found 
in trees and shrubs because of the bright 
and dry weather. Scout susceptible plants 
such as KY Coffee Tree, Euonymus, Dwarf 
Alberta Spruce, and others.  In dry, hot, 
sunny locations, this spider mite may 
produce one generation a week.  Use 
horticultural oil or soap sprays for low 
mite populations to conserve any 
beneficials present.  When damage 
becomes objectionable, mite populations 
are high, and there are no beneficials, 
consider using a residual miticide spray.  
Reevaluate in one week.

Lacebugs (see Issue 17 under What’s Hot) 
are reaching peak levels on oak and 
cotoneaster.

(Continued)

 (Continued)

INSECTS
Casey Sclar
Plant Health Care Leader, Longwood Gardens

DISEASES
Nancy Gregory
Plant Diagnostician

Insects (Continued)
Sprays of Bacillus thuringiensis 'kurstaki' 
(Dipel, Bt Worm Killer, many others) may 
be used very early in the season if the eggs 
or young larvae are found during scouting 
and before webbing. Neem products 
containing azadirachtin such as Azatin, 
Ornazin, and Azatrol provide some 
feeding repellency along with larval 
knockdown. Conserve (a.i. spinosad) and 
pyrethroids are used once webs are widely 
observed to protect against greater 
damage by subsequent generations.



Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

Cooperative Extension
Townsend Hall
Newark, Delaware 19717
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http://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/news/releases-b/072111tcd.shtml    
http://www.ppdl.purdue.edu/PPDL/pubs/walnutthousandcankersdisease.pdf

Or for more info on the pest/disease complex: 

DIEBACK ON KNOCKOUT ROSES has been seen often this season. A few have been found to have eriophyid mite or 
insect damage, along with a bit of Botrytis blight on the spent flowers.  It seems that many of these rose plantings 
can be rejuvenated by trimming, fertilizing lightly, and watering during drought, but avoid overhead water late in the 
day.

BROWN PATCH.  Look for brown patch on tall fescue with recent humid nights.  But, if the lawn isn’t irrigated, it is 
probably one big brown patch!  In most cases, tall fescue lawns will simply outgrow brown patch once the humidity 
decreases.

Diseases (Continued)
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