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BROWN PATCH is active now after recent rains and high night humidity. 
Turf-type tall fescue and others are susceptible when the weather turns hazy, 
hot and humid and night temperatures stay in the 70's. This disease, caused 
by the fungus Rhizoctonia solani, has been present for the past week on 
landscape turf  and golf  courses. To reduce the incidence and severity of  
brown patch for golf  courses and other highly managed turf, 

avoid summer 

avoid large 
applications of  quick release nitrogen sources (e.g., not more than ¼ lb 
actual N/1000 sq. ft) during hot weather, irrigate between midnight and 8 
a.m. to minimize the leaf  wetness period, and spray turf  now with Armada, 
Banner (preventive only), Chipco 26GT, chlorothalonil, Compass, ConSyst, 
Curalan, Disarm, Eagle, Endorse, Headway, Heritage, Insignia, mancozeb, 
Medallion, Prostar, Spectro, Tartan, thiophanate-methyl or Trinity per 
manufacturer's recommendations. For home lawns, 

DOGWOOD SAWFLIES.  Wasp-like adults emerge sometime in May 
through July and oviposit eggs onto the underside of  leaves.  Dogwood 
sawflies are serious pests of  Cornus species, but seem to prefer Cornus 
racemosa and Cornus sericea.  Larvae are active 1041-1914 GDD or when 
Aesculus parviflora is in bloom.  First instars are difficult to spot because they 
are transparent yellow, but later instars are covered with a white chalky 
powder.  Larvae feed gregariously and skeletonize leaves as early instars, but 
eventually consume entire leaves except for tough mid-veins.  The last molt 
changes the larvae to a yellowish colored insect with a shiny black head and 
spots.  Mature larvae overwinter in decaying wood.  Parasitoids will attack 
dogwood sawflies and cultural control consists of  hand-picking larvae from 
leaves.  Chemical control options include horticultural oil, insecticidal soap, 
spinosad, acephate, carbaryl, imidacloprid, or one of  the pyrethroids such 
as cyfluthrin or deltamethrin.  

FALL WEBWORMS.  This insect feeds on over 85 species of  trees 
including, walnut, hickory, fruit trees, maples, cherry, and sweetgum. There 
are two generations in the mid-Atlantic area.  Fall webworm overwinter as 
pupa in leaf  litter, old nests, or in crevices found in bark, and emerge 
sometime in mid to late June.  Females lay eggs on the underside of  leaves 
and egg hatch occurs between 802 and 1517 [1105 peak hatch] GDD.  The 
larvae are pale yellow to pale green with black spots along the back.  
Caterpillars are covered with long white to yellowish colored hairs.  The 
second generation of  fall webworm is seen later in the summer with peak 
egg hatch at 2723 GDD. Physically remove the nests and tear open nests 
with pruners, or a stream of  water from a high pressure hose.  Natural 
enemies such as birds, predatory insects and parasitoids will take advantage 
of  damaged nests.  Chemical control if  necessary may include B.t., 
insecticidal soap, spinosad, tebufenozide, diflubenzuron, or a pyrethroid.  

MUGWORT.  Many landscape beds have 
problems with mugwort (Artemesia vulgaris), also 
know as wild chrysanthemum.  This perennial 
weed is difficult to control due underground 
rhizomes.  Leaves look like chrysanthemum (2-4” 
by 1-3”, simple, alternate, deeply lobed, and 
covered with soft, white to gray hairs 
underneath).  Leaves have a distinctive smell.  
Mugwort is most commonly introduced as a weed 
with nursery stock.  It rarely produces viable seed 
and spreads almost exclusively by rhizomes.  

Hand weeding is only partially effective because 
complete control requires removal of  all the 
underground rhizomes.  One fairly effective 
control approach is to use directed applications of  
glyphosate, one in late summer and one in early 
fall. Dichlobenil (Casoron) granular herbicide, 
winter applied, has given good mugwort control 
in beds with woody plants such as junipers; 
however, Casoron is not labeled for all species and 

(Continued)

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

What's Hot!
Euonymus scale crawlers should be at peak 
crawler emergence this week (1848 GDD ) in 50

New Castle County.  Horticultural oil, insecticidal 
soap, Distance (pyriproxifen), Safari (dinotefuran) 
are viable control options.

Cicada killer wasps are flying.  No control is 
usually warranted.

Pine needle scale samples are showing up in 
Sussex County. 
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injury can occur on newly planted 
trees and shrubs.   Clopyralid 
(Lontrel) has given up to 95% control 
of  mugwort in some trials as a 
selective application. However, 
clopyralid is only labeled for use 
around the following woody species: 
dogwood, oak, fir, pine, red maple, 
spruce, sycamore, arborvitae, 
boxwood, juniper, some 
Rhododendron species, spirea, and 
yew.  A better fit for Lontrel is 
suppression of  mugwort in 
ornamental grasses where it can be 
used as an over-the-top application 
for many grass species.
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

applications of  nitrogen. Homeowners can treat with Scotts Lawn Fungus Control 
(thiophanate-methyl granules) or Spectrcide Immunox Lawn Disease Control Granules 
(myclobutanil which is in Eagle) or hire a professional to apply the other products. For 
most home lawn situations brown patch causes a blight of  the leaves but does not kill 
the plants and the lawn recovers when the weather changes. \

BOTRYTIS.  Recent humid weather has been favorable for Botrytis blight on many 
annuals and perennials. Look for gray fungus growth on flowers easily seen in the 
morning before the dew dries. These infected flower parts drop onto leaves and stems 
where the fungus grows into the leaves and stems causing leafspots and stem cankers. 
Dead heading to remove the spent blossoms and infected flowers will help. Sometimes 
thinning the annual beds to increase air circulation can help as well. Fungicides such as 
Daconil (chlorothalonil), thiophanate-methyl, fenhexamid, and Chipco 26019 
(iprodione) can be used preventatively as well. 

FOLIAR NEMATODES symptoms are showing up on some perennials such as peony 
and Japanese anemone in areas with plenty of  rainfall. Look for yellow to brown areas 
on the leaves bordered by the vein pattern. The only control is to pick off  infested leaves 
and destroy them.

Diseases (Continued) Weeds (Continued)


	Page 1
	Page 2

