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POWDERY MILDEW is on the increase again with dry weather and 
high humidity and has been reported on deciduous magnolias, 
horsechestnut and peony recently. 

PEONY BLOTCH (or measles) has symptoms that include a reddish 
purple blotch leaf uppersides and a brown discoloration on the 
corresponding lower surface. Petioles can have purple spots as 
well. Most common garden fungicides will give a measure of 
control if applied early.

Emerald Ash Borer was found two weeks 
ago in Fairfax County, Virginia. Just today, 
it was found in Wisconsin for the first 
time. Scout and monitor Ash trees closely 
to detect this pest early if (when?) it comes 
to our area. Many initial state detections 
have been made by arborists and 
landscape professionals.

Catalpa sphinx moth larvae are present 
after a notable absence last year. 
Swallowtail butterflies are beginning to 
appear after limited earlier  sightings.

Keep a close eye out for cabbage loopers 
on several different perennial plants. The 
last few years have seen increases in their 
populations beginning at this time.

What's Hot!
IMMATURE INSECT ID.  The ability to recognize larval stages of 
insects is critical to the success of your IPM program. Okay, so all 
insects have 6 legs and 3 body regions. But let's go further

Caterpillars (Butterfly and Moth Larvae)  have 6 true legs on their 
thorax and 3-5 pairs of fleshy “legs” on their abdomens called 
“prolegs” (with tiny hooks called crochets attached to the 
bottom). Cabbage looper has fewer prolegs (3) while gypsy moth 
has more (5). Caterpillars are susceptible to Bacillus thuringiensis 
(B.t.) 'Kurstaki' (Dipel, Thuricide, Bt Worm Killer) while in the 
younger larval stages.

Sawflies (Wasp and Ant relative larvae) have 6 true legs and 
usually have 6-9 pairs of prolegs WITHOUT crochets. Sawfly larvae 
often move together on a leaf. Sawflies are not susceptible to B.t. 
because they're not closely related to caterpillars! A few sawfly 
larvae have no true legs or prolegs (i.e. pear slug, rose slug) but 
they are rarely confused with caterpillars.

Grubs (Beetle larvae) have 6 true legs and NO prolegs. Most of the 
soil dwelling grubs (i.e. Japanese beetle) are “C”-Shaped as 
opposed to leaf feeders like Elm leaf and Willow leaf beetle. There 
are no commercial formulations of B.t. currently available for 
grub control.

Maggots (Fly larvae) have NO visible true legs and NO prolegs. 
Most of them have mouthparts that look like this =(  and the two 
slits move in and out of the body in unison. While mostly found 
in compost piles, etc. a few maggots such as fungus gnats and 
leaf miners are ornamental plant pests. Fungus gnats may be 
controlled with B.t.i.  a B.t. also used for mosquito larvae - but 
many other maggots can't.

Beyond the B.t.'s, several other microbial or IGR products like 
Confirm, Conserve, Avid, etc. may vary in their target range. As 
always, read the product label first for best performance. 

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

CULTURE
Gordon  Johnson
Agricultural Agent, Kent County

COMPLETE RENOVATION.  If you are 
planning to do a total renovation of turf 
areas in late summer it will be necessary 
to kill the existing grass stand along with 
any weeds.  One option is to apply 2 
treatments of glyphosate herbicide, three 
weeks apart (apply first application now).  
Allow sufficient time for any remaining 
weeds or grass to die after the second 
application before renovating.  Glyphosate 
often does not work well on drought 
stressed weeds so you may need to 
irrigate the area to keep weeds and grass 
growing actively prior to first application.

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

INSECTS
Casey Sclar
IPM Coordinator, Longwood Gardens
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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Diseases (Continued)

DAYLILY LEAF STREAK.  Also common now and favored by heat and high humidity, this disease begins as reddish 
brown blotches on the leaves that develop into long brown streaks and leaf death. Plants can look terrible when 
many leaves are infected. Remove dead leaves and use myclobutanil (Eagle, Immunox), Infuse and others if control is 
warranted. When temperatures cool, plants recover.

BACTERIAL LEAF SCORCH is appearing on infected red and pin oaks. Look for the brown margins of the leaves that 
resemble drought damage. There is still no control for this plant-hopper-transmitted bacterial disease. Infection 
started with one leader but the systemic nature of the disease results in more crown loss over time. Reduce stress by 
timely watering and enjoy the trees for as long as they last. For more information, visit 

 

GIANT PUFFBALL (Calvatia gigantean) was brought into the lab this week. One of the largest puffballs (up to the size 
of a soccer ball), they are large, white, and round when young and occur singly or scattered in open areas such as 
lawns and meadows. They are a curiosity and not pathogenic to plants. 

HOLLYHOCK RUST is rampant now and can cause extensive defoliation if left unchecked.  Look for numerous small 
orange-red pustules on leaf undersides and sometimes upper surfaces. Apply Immunox, mancozeb, or other labeled 
materials. Be sure to remove and discard old infected plant material once the plants die back in the fall.

http://www.usna.usda.gov/Research/BacterialLeafScorch.html

FINE FESCUES.  With planting season approaching, take time to 
consider turfgrass choices including fine fescues.  Creeping red 
fescue is often used in shade mixtures for lawns.  However, other 
fine fescues are often overlooked for use as turf.  Fine fescues 
have a place in low maintenance areas with limited traffic.  They 
require less frequent mowing, perform well under low fertility, 
handle shade and competition from tree roots, and can handle 
drought.  The hard fescues are particularly well adapted to dry, 
low fertility sites and landscape features such as berms.  The 
following are recommended fine fescue varieties from the MD/VA 
turfgrass variety testing program: Creeping red fescue  
Recommended varieties: None. Promising: Cardinal, Epic, Fortitude, 
Garnet, Pathfinder, and Wendy Jean. Chewings fescue  
Recommended: Longfellow II. Promising: 7 Seas, Ambassador,  
Compass, Culumbra II, Jamestown 5, SR 5130, and Zodiac.  Hard 
fescue  Recommended: Berkshire, Chariot, and Discovery. 
Promising: Firefly, Gotham, Oxford, Predator, Reliant IV, Spartan II, 
and SR 3000.
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