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on pests & practices covered in this 
newsletter, call your County Extension Office

Garden Line
     (for home gardeners only)
New Castle County Extension
Kent County Extension
Sussex County Extension

831-8862

831-2506
730-4000
856-7303
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CRABGRASS.  It has been another banner year for crabgrass.  
Spring rains washed away the preemergent crabgrass barrier 
before all the crabgrass had germinated. Only lawns that received 
second applications of preemergents or lawns that have a dense, 
thick stand of turf  maintained at about 3” are crabgrass free.  
One of the frustration with crabgrass control is that 
preemergence herbicides are usually applied in mid- to late-April, 
which coincides with high labor demand for mowing and rainy 
spring weather both potentially limiting applications.  A study 
published in the June issue of the Journal of Environmental 
Horticulture tested granular preemergence herbicide products on 
a fertilizer carrier (Barricade and Dimension) applied in the 
October, November, March, April, May and June.  This study 

What's Hot!

EUONYMUS SCALE feed on Euonymus, but may also feed on 
Pachysandra, Ficus, Buxus, Ilex, Camellia, and others.  The first 
generation of orangish crawlers are actively searching for suitable 
feeding locations 139  1267 [569 peak] GDD , or when Magnolia 50

stellata is in full bloom.  They use their piercing/sucking 
mouthparts to remove plant juices from the plant, often causing 
yellow or brown spots.  Infestations may cause leaf abscission 
and eventually kill branches.  Male scales are white, elongated, 
appear fuzzy, and are often found on leaves; whereas female 
scales are brown oval shaped and often found on twigs.  We are 
slightly past the peak activity of second generation crawlers (1351  
2371 [1848 peak] GDD ) for SE PA, Delaware and Maryland.  50

Females from the second generation mature and overwinter to the 
following spring.

Parasitoids, lady beetles and other predatory beetles are natural 
enemies of euonymus scale.  Some studies have found Euonymus 
japonica and E. fortunei suffer heavier infestations than other 
Euonymus species.  Some research has suggested variegated 
varieties may also enhance scale fecundity and performance 
compared to non-variegated varieties, thus more likely to suffer 
heavy infestations.  Products available for control include 
horticulture oil, insecticidal soap, Distance, Talus, Safari, Orthene, 
Sevin, DeltaGuard T&O and other pyrethroids.  

I am still trying to conduct euonymus scale trials, so if you have 
euonymus scale infestations please feel free to contact me 
( ) or send a sample to one of the county 
offices.  
bakunkel@udel.edu

View pictures at http://sites.udel.edu/
ornamentals/
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Are Japanese  

Lace bug populations should be reaching 
peak numbers throughout Delaware. 
Horticultural oil and contact insecticides 
will give control only if the lower surfaces 
of leaves are thoroughly sprayed.  Foliar- 
or root-absorbed insecticides give excellent 
control if upper or lower surfaces of leaves 
are treated.  Remember that all leaves also 
must be sprayed with foliar-absorbed 
insecticides.  There is no transfer of these 
insecticides from one leaf to another. 
Possibly the best solution is to replace 
lacebug-susceptible plants, especially 
those in full sun, with more tolerant 
species.

Watch for crawlers of pine needle scale 
and white prunicola scale also because 
their second generations have started. 
Beneficials have the potential to control 
crawlers of both of these scale pests.  Use 
a summer oil or horticultural soap if 
beneficials are present.  Use foliar-
absorbed insecticides only if beneficials 
are absent and damage is high.

Have you heard about the new Delaware 
Livable Lawns Program?  This program is 
designed to reduce fertilizer and pesticide 
runoff from lawns.  It is geared to both the 
commercial industry and the homeowner.  
Commercial lawn care operators are 
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Editor: Susan Barton
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Townsend Hall
Newark, Delaware 19717
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Weeds (Continued)

showed that applications in November and 
March can provide season-long control similar 
to preemergent herbicides applied at the 
traditional timing in mid-April, if applied at 
the high label rate (0.5 lb/A for Dimension 
and 0.65 lb/A for Barricade).  If lower rates are 
used in the fall, they must be followed by a 
sequential application in early summer. 

What’s Hot (Continued)

encouraged to become certified (follow a few simple best 
management practices and report fertilizer use yearly).  Once 
a company becomes certified, they will be listed on the 
website and promoted to homeowners as an environmentally-
friendly preferred lawn care company.  We are working on 
developing a smart phone app that will be posted at garden 
centers and mass merchandisers where people buy fertilizer.  
The app will take the user to a fertilizer calculator, list of 
Livable Lawns Certified Companies and other resources on the 
website.  If you are not part of this exciting new program, but 
want to be--check out the new website:  
http://www.delawarelivablelawns.org/index.php
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