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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES.  Several samples of maple and oak, 
mostly Japanese red maple, have come into the Plant Diagnostic 
Clinic with symptoms of leaf scorch. This is most likely 
environmental leaf scorch due to the recent hot weather. It is a bit 
too early to see bacterial leaf scorch, for which symptoms would 
often include a yellow margin on the scorched area. Sun scald has 
also been observed on rhododendrons, especially those that were 
trimmed after flowering. 

What's Hot!
YUCCA PLANT BUG.  Yucca (aka “Spanish Bayonet”) has a bold 
appearance and low maintenance requirement, gaining it 
popularity in our landscapes.  The Yucca plant buy (Halticotoma 
valida) is a true bug that is present in very high numbers this 
year.  Its insect family (Miridae) contains both plant feeders and 
predators of other insects.  Damage from yucca plant bug is 
restricted to yucca and agave.

Damage resembles a white “stippling” (mottling/dotting/striping) 
on affected leaves, similar to lace bug damage.  They leave behind 
the same tar-like spots on foliage. Yucca plant bug damage may 
be retained for quite some time, as opposed to plant bug damage 
on deciduous hosts. Yucca plant bugs also damage flowers, 
causing spotty, distorted flowers and bloom reduction with their 
sucking mouthparts. 

Yucca plant bug overwinters as eggs laid in October and 
November, with hatch observed in April. Damage from the first 
generation was noted by June 1 this year in Delaware and SE PA.  
Fast-moving, and red/black in color this a ‘67 GTO hardtop - 
these insects are easy to spot.  Five nymphal stages are reported.  
Four weeks are required for one generation (egg hatch to adult) 
with three generations reported each year in Maryland and five in 
North Carolina.  With the onset of warm weather, several more 
generations could be observed this year. One state noted that first 
generation damage is always the worst, but there are few signs 
that they are letting up!

Manage Yucca plant bug with spays of insecticidal soap, 
horticultural or neem oil when active populations are observed.  
Neonicotinoid pesticides such as Merit, Safari and Tristar can also 
be used as preventative systemic drenches in nursery and high-
value landscape situations.  Foliar applications of Pyrethroids and 
Orthene would be the last resort.

View pictures at http://sites.udel.edu/
ornamentals/
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DISEASES
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Are Japanese  

Are Japanese Beetles hot?  Seemingly NOT!  
Haven’t heard many people talk about 
them this year, and apparently they are a 
no-show in many locations. . . How as your 
season?

Previously stressed trees may turn the 
corner and rapidly decline with the onset 
of warm temperatures.  Monitor last fall’s 
or this spring’s transplants.  They may 
need a little extra water if it doesn’t rain 
consistently.  Look for signs of decline in 
mature trees as well--often 
uncharacteristically large flower/seed 
production is the plant’s last gasp before 
crashing.

IMPRELIS UPDATE:  A link is provided 
below for a letter that went out from 
DuPont to customers on June 17, 2011:
http://www2.dupont.com/Professional_Pro
ducts/en_US/assets/downloads/pdfs/Lette
r_to_Imprelis_Customers_061711.pdf

(Continued)



Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

Cooperative Extension
Townsend Hall
Newark, Delaware 19717
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Diseases (Continued)

RUSTS have been identified on several perennial 
plants including St. John's Wort (Hypericum) and New 
England aster. There is nothing that can be done once 
rust is seen on leaves, except to trim out the worst 
affected areas. Proper identification of fungal rusts is 
key to understanding the life cycle and whether or 
not there is an alternate host that may be nearby.

BACTERIAL BLIGHT and fire blight can be noticeable 
now as brown terminals in the landscape on willow, 
lilac, apple and pear. Fire blight affects over 130 
rosaceous hosts. Blighted twigs should be trimmed 
out when the weather is dry.  Remember to trim back 
at least 12 inches below the affected area and clean 
pruners between cuts.

Chart comparing GDD in 2011 with average 
GDD for the past several years:
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