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ORNAMENTALS. The heat and drought stress of the last several 
weeks (now alleviated somewhat, thankfully) is what we are 
seeing in the landscape. Newly planted trees and shrubs, and 
plants in poor sites because of soil conditions or exposure to 
sun are to first to show the stress. The stress from the drought 
and heat coupled with the poor site can lead to plant failure. As 
my colleague Rich Buckley has stated, shade trees are almost 
never killed by one thing alone. 

TURF. If you were not irrigating, most of the turf around here 
went dormant or was almost dormant. Running equipment over 
dormant or drought stressed turf can crush or expose the 

CANKERWORMS, INCHWORMS, AND SPANWORMS  Oh My!  We 
seem to be far ahead of a “normal” season this year. However, 
our cankerworms seem to be on time. Many hardwood trees are 
susceptible to feeding from these “looper”, “measuring”, or 
“inchworm” caterpillars. Oak, Beech, Linden, Elm, Black Cherry, 
Red Maple, Sugar Maple, are fed upon. In many years, they 
skeletonize foliage, and then progress to entire leaves before 
spinning to the ground on silken threads, pupating in mid-late 
July. Pupation may be short or occur until next year. A few 
common ones:

Fall Cankerworm  wide host range and distribution, larvae vary 
from light green to a dark brownish green. Pupation occurs away 
from the tree. Adults emerge in late fall after a hard freeze. 
Flightless females climb trees, laying about 100 eggs each. 
Larvae hatch in late May to early June and feed for about 6 
weeks. Mature larvae get to be about ¾-1 inch in length.

Spring Cankerworm  similar to fall cankerworm and often occurs 
with it. It lacks an additional pair of prolegs (the stumpy 
caterpillar legs, not true legs) that fall cankerworms have. Moths 
of spring cankerworm emerge during warm periods very early in 
the growing season (Feb.)

Elm Spanworm  prefers elm, ash, oak, hickory, and birch  larvae 
are light green to almost black in color.  Cocoon is attached to 
tree itself. Moths fly mid-summer and eggs are laid in masses on 
twigs.

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

What's Hot!
All that rain has not diminished spider 
mites and rust mites. Continue to scout for 
them and treat for them with Hort. Oil or a 
selective miticide.

Scout for Rose midge on roses; bent 
necked flowers and fewer blooms may be a 
symptom of their presence. 

Nancy Gregory would like to invite you to 
participate in the 2010 USDA/APHIS 
Volunteer Survey for Emerald Ash Borer 
and Asian Longhorned Beetle, neither of 
which has been found in Delaware to date. 
This involves observing a number of trees 
in your landscape or landscapes you 
manage for these insect pests, and 
reporting your results on a national web 
site. If you are interested, contact Nancy 
(ngregory@udel.edu) and she will send you 
an email containing instructions and EAB 
and ALB fact sheets.

On a recent visit to Ohio for a research 
meeting held in conjunction with the Ohio 
Florist’s Association summer trade show, a 
visit to several nurseries and garden 
centers brought up the issue of Knock Out 
roses.  They are certainly highly requested 
by homeowners, but they are not the only 
good shrub rose around.  It may be worth 
taking a good look at the shrub roses we 
used to use before Knock Out became 
“THE” shrub rose.  For the sake of adding 
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

variety and offering some different disease resistance 
(Knock Outs are not completely resistant to black 
spot) try a different rose in a few landscape jobs.

If you are a member of the DNLA (and if you are not, 
maybe you should join), think about which landscape 
job you might submit to the Landscape Awards this 
fall.  Competition has been good lately, but the prize 
is $1000 split between the 2-3 winners.  If you win, 
you could take your team out to dinner on the prize 
money.  

Hotline is taking a vacation.  We will skip a week, so 
there will be no issue on July 23.  We will resume the 
following week, with Issue 17 on July 30.

crowns which can lead to plant death. So, if you 
see tracks later you will know the possible cause. 
When heavy rains follow dry, hot periods like we 
had and the humidity is high, watch out for brown 
patch on turf-type tall fescue and Pythium blight 
on most turfgrasses. To avoid brown patch, don't 
fertilize home lawns with a soluble nitrogen 
fertilizer in the summer. If you are managing golf 
courses or other highly maintained turf and you 
have to fertilize, apply less than 0.25 lb of 
nitrogen/1000 sq ft. Both diseases are favored by 
night temperatures above 68-70°F and over-
fertilization. To help reduce Pythium, improving 
drainage will help in a big way. Fungicide 
applications will provide control if applied 
preventatively. 

Diseases (Continued) What’s Hot (Continued)


	Page 1
	Page 2

