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PHYLLOSTICTA LEAF SPOT was diagnosed on river birch, along 
with quite a bit of leaf yellowing.  Both the yellowing and the 
incidental Phyllosticta leaf spot are signs of stress.   River birch 
has been recommended as a nearly problem free tree, however 
they do best in a moist site, and are sensitive to drought.
 
POWDERY MILDEW can be common on Platanus species, evident as 
gray mold on the upper and lower leaf surface, often accompanied 
by leaf curling or distortion. Powdery mildews are common during 

BALDCYPRESS RUST MITE (BCRM). Even with the wet spring, 
Taxodium foliage may be showing the russetting, bronzing, 
distortion, and premature leaf drop that are telltale symptoms of 
BCRM damage. Look for the white cast skins of these microscopic 
yellowish-brown with a hand lens. 

BCRM overwinters as mated females in bark cracks and buds of 
baldcypress. After bud break, females migrate to needles and lay 
eggs. Populations build up rapidly in warm weather and typically 
peak in late July to Mid-August. BCRM feed until about needle drop 
in mid-October, when they re-position for overwintering. Use 
funnel sampling to scout for BCRM and other spider/rust mites. 

No need to manage BCRM  in the landscape, if premature browning 
and leaf drop is tolerable. Treatment is warranted in container and 
field nurseries. Several natural enemies feed on BCRM-predatory 
mites, predatory thrips, and spider mite destroyers (a small lady 
beetle - Stethorus spp.) are a few. We found that populations of 
BCRM were best managed using 1250 GDD or petal fall of Kousa 
dogwood as early indicators. We're past that now…

2% (v:v) horticultural oil the best chemical control for BCRM. While 
several other researchers have noted phytotoxicity from its use on 
baldcypress, our mid-season oil applications have reduced BCRM 
without burn and may provide lecanium scale crawler control as 
well. Attempts to manage BCRM in the dormant stage with oil 
applications actually INCREASED mite populations during that 
season and should be avoided.

Avid (abamectin) or Forbid (spiromesifen) are other miticidal 
choices for later in the season, but will harm some natural 
enemies. Many newer selective miticides such as Hexygon and 
Floramite have NO EFFECT on rust mites, so check the label. 

SUCKERS. Many ornamental trees and 
shrubs will produce suckers from the stem 
area at the base of a plant, some from the 
roots.  In multi-stem shrubs, these suckers 
will provide new stems and can serve as a 
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View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/
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What's Hot!
We are still seeing twig dieback from earlier 
infections of bacterial blight on willow oak, 
pear, and cherry. Trim back at least 12 
inches below the affected area when dry.

With all the lush new growth (Saturday's 
sprinkle followed by sunny days), be on the 
lookout for aphids and whiteflies infesting 
the new growth of annuals and perennials.

Japanese beetle populations are much 
lower than expected so far this year.

Azalea whitefly was noted on deciduous 
azaleas.

More lace bugs starting up on Franklinia, 
oak, and other species;  see Hotline #7 for 
more info.

2nd generation Euonymus scale crawlers 
should be active anytime. Hort oil (as temps 
permit), insecticidal soap, Distance, Safari 
are all good options for control. Brian 
( ) is still looking for 
sites with Euonymus scale infestations.
bakunkel@udel.edu
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means to rejuvenate plants (remove old stems, keep some new stems).  
However, in most trees and single stem shrubs, suckers are a drain on plant 
food reserves and can attract pests.  In grafted plants, suckers from rootstocks 
will be different from the desired ornamental plant.  Sucker removal by hand 
pruning can be time consuming in nurseries and large landscapes.  
There are some chemical aids to reduce or eliminate suckers.  
Naphthaleneacetic Acid (NAA), a growth regulator, is labeled for some non-
residential uses on ornamental plants.  Apply in the dormant season or before 
new shoots are 12'' long.  Pelargonic acid (Scythe) is a non-selective herbicide 
that can be applied to suckers of woody plants.  It can be used in landscapes 
and nurseries.  Use a 5-10% solution.  One caution is not to use glyphosate 
(Roundup and many other trade names) for sucker control or around plants 
with suckers.  The glyphosate will be translocated into the root system of the 
plant and while you may not see any affect to the main plant this year, in the 
following year, the glyphosate will be mobilized from the root system and 
translocated to growing points causing poor leaf out, yellowing, reduced 
growth or stunting.
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

the drier periods of summer. 
One Platanus sample received 
this week showed signs of a 
mycoparasite, which is a 
fungus that is parasitic on 
another fungus.  The 
mycoparasite will grow over 
the powdery mildew, and may 
offer some biological control.  
However, the control would be 
in terms of further spread, and 
would not “cure”' the powdery 
mildew seen to date. 
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