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PESTALOTIOPSIS SHOOT BLIGHT has been identified recently on 
arborvitae and Leyland cypress. This fungus was called Pestalotia 
but with recent taxonomic changes it has been reclassified. This 
group of fungi can be endophytes living in healthy leaves and 
bark; pathogens; or  colonizers of dying or recently dead plant 
parts. We see this fungus causing a shoot dieback of both 
arborvitae and Leyland cypress mostly. This should not be 
confused with Seiridium canker that occurs on Leyland cypress 
and causes bleeding and cankers on branches and main stems. On 
broadleaved evergreens it is a common pathogen on winter-
weakened rhododendrons. Usually by the time you see the 
dieback, the best control is just to prune out the dead shoots. The 
fungus will favor stressed plants especially. So keep recently 
transplanted specimens watered during this dry spell.

The USDA and Delaware Cooperative 
Extension are partnering to ask gardeners 
and landscapers to participate in the 2011 
Volunteer Emerald ash borer and Asian 
long horned beetle Citizen Pest Survey. If 
you are interested in participating please 
see the following web site: 

 or contact 
Nancy Gregory at . 

Pine needle scale is present on Mugo Pine.  
Look for active, reddish crawlers and 
translucent, yellow settled and feeding 
crawlers.  Holes in scale covers indicate the 
presence of parasites or predators.  Use a 
summer oil or hort soap to preserve 
beneficials.  If no beneficials are present, 
and the scale population is high enough to 
cause needle yellowing, use a foliar 
absorbed insecticide, like Orthene.  
 
Lots of insect are active. 

Our old friend the yucca bug is 
out on yucca plants again, and there are 
reports of adult flea beetles on 
Lagerstroemia. Ornamental amaranth is 
getting hit by defoliating beetles. 

Heavy infestations of white prunicola scale 
on lilacs and other shrubs were reported 
by a Hotline reader.  At Longwood they've 
had success with oil, but the scale does 
have 2-3 generations a year. Oil requires at 
least two applications per year  and spot 
treating would only chase a problem 
around. Safari would work as a drench (but 

http://beetledetectives.com/
ngregory@udel.edu

Damage from 
serpentine leaf miner is present on 
Magnolia. 

What's Hot!
LILAC/ASH BORER adult are flying (159  4642 GDD ), feeding on 50

nectar, and laying eggs.  Evidence of larvae feeding is often the 
frass (i.e. sawdust-like) around the base of the tree or in crotches 
of branches. Hosts include most ash species, particularly green 
and white ash, privet and lilac. Flight of adult lilac ash borers 
usually begins sometime around mid-April for central Maryland 
or Chaenomeles speciosa is in full bloom for SE PA and Delaware. 
Adults are mimic papers in size, flight and coloration. The adults 
may be reddish to yellowish or brownish-black with indistinct 
orange or red bands.

Eggs are laid singly or in clusters under cracks in the bark. Lower 
portions of the tree trunks (ground up to ~12') or larger branches 
are often the site of attack.  The egg hatches, then the insect 
feeds - frequently pushing the frass out of the galleries it is 
making.  Larvae create rough gouging wounds about 2” deep 
under the bark and up to 12” long.  They are creamy white with 
dark brown heads and reduced prolegs.  Repeated attacks often 
cause gnarled swellings, possibly sucker growth and branch 
dieback.

Use pheromone traps to monitor for adult flight activity and upon 
capturing the first male moth apply a permethrin bark spray.  
Entomopathogenic nematodes can be applied to the wound of an 
active gallery to provide control of the borer; however timing will 
be important. Nematodes are sensitive to desiccation and UV light 
so applications should be done very early in the morning or late 
in the day.  Products available include abamectin, acelepryn, 
bifenthrin and permethrin.  

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
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View pictures at http://sites.udel.edu/
ornamentals/
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not a spray). Apply now so it gets absorbed in time to affect crawlers.  Safari gets taken up quickly but will not last 
that long. Don't bother with imidacloprid--it's just not that effective against armored scales.

Emerald ash borer (EAB) has been found in Howard County, MD. This is the first time since 2008 that EAB has been 
found outside the quarantine area. This detection was made by an arborist who participated in the U of Md Extension 
Invasive Species training program on June 6 and confirmed by the USDA on June 8. The new quarantine prohibits 
anyone from moving ash trees or any hardwood firewood out of Prince George, Charles and Howard counties. Isolated 
incidents of EAB are not necessarily indicative of an outbreak or cause for drastic measures. MDA and 

will be monitoring the situation carefully. Diversified plantings of 
alternative tree species are recommended for residential landscaping. USDA has estimated that losses could exceed 
$227.5 million in the Baltimore area alone if EAB were to become established. For additional information visit: 

Powdery mildew is now appearing on a common lilac near you. Look for the grayish white coating on the leaves. 

The diagnostic lab is still receiving samples of dieback on many shrubs and some trees. Most of this damage is related 
to plant stress from last season's drought and the current hot, dry weather. Dieback is more pronounced on trees and 
shrubs planted within the last five years. 

USDA, DNR, 
Maryland Extension, Howard County officials 

www.stopthebeetle.info/
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