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SEPTORIA LEAF SPOT on Rudbeckia was observed last week 
before the hot dry weather arrived. Look for the irregular brown 
spots on the leaves. It will not be a problem in this weather but if 
irrigation is used to keep perennial beds wet it might cause some 
defoliation. Many of the labeled fungicides for ornamentals 
should provide some control.  

STRESS. The hot dry weather stresses plants. If water is limiting 
or the temperatures are too high stomates close and no 
photosynthesis takes place. No photosynthesis means no sugars 
made. Plants will respire more under these conditions, as well, 
which consumes available sugars reducing stored sugars even 

MIMOSA WEBWORMS are reaching peak activity at 1643 (range: 
750-3216) GDD  for our area of the mid-Atlantic.  This moth is 50

in the family Plutellidae and feeds on honey locust and mimosa 
trees.  This insect overwinters as pupae in crevices of the bark or 
in litter under trees and emerges during late spring.  Seldom 
seen silverish-gray colored adults fly to leaves and lay pearly 
white eggs on leaves.  

Eggs turn pinkish just before hatching and larvae tie several 
leaves together.  They skeletonize these leaves and the leaves 
eventually turn brown.  Larvae are greenish-brown to gray in 
color with stripes and possible tinges of pink.  If the webbing is 
disturbed, larvae move very quickly.  First generation larvae 
usually form white cocoons in the webbing where they fed as 
larvae.  Adults emerge in late July to early August and lay eggs 
on or near webbing of the previous generation.  Overlooked 
populations of mimosa webworms could defoliate a tree if 
populations are high.  

Research at Purdue has found Sunburst variety of thornless 
honeylocust is most susceptible to attack.  Furthermore, avoid 
any mass plantings of thornless varieties unless they are able to 
be sprayed.  Sprays using Bacillus thuringiensis (Dipel), spinosad 
(Conserve), insect growth regulators (Dimilin, Mimic) 
chlorotraniliprole (Acelepryn) should conserve natural enemy 
populations.  These products will have greater efficacy if applied 
while larvae are still early instars.  Neem products provide 
repellency and larval knockdown; whereas pyrethroids are used 
as rescue treatments.

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

What's Hot!
Spruce spider mite damage is being found 
on spruces, firs, Cryptomeria, Taxus and 
junipers, but the mites are not actively 
feeding.  Management of the pest will be 
better achieved if applications are timed 
when temperatures cool in the fall and 
mite activity resumes.

Drought is an issue and stressed trees may 
be more susceptible to attack from borer 
insects.  Some active borers include:  
peachtree borer (340-2757 GDD ), shothole 50

borer (790-3631), Lilac/ash borer (159-
4642) and rhododendron borer (509-3040).

Cicada killer wasps should be emerging 
soon since cicadas can be heard and seen 
in the landscape.

A few more trees can be added to the list 
of large shade trees that commonly drop 
their leaves in drought conditions--Katsura 
and Tulip poplars are prime candidates. 

COLLECT YOUR OWN WEEVILS FOR MILE-A-
MINUTE WEED BIOLOGICAL CONTROL
Chambers House Nature Center at White 
Clay Creek State Park, Wed July 14, 12:00- 
2:00 pm 

Neither tree health nor tree growth is 
usually affected.

If you have a client or manage a site with 
mile-a-minute you may be interested in the 
announcement below:

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

(Continued)

INSECTS
Brian Kunkel
Ornamental IPM Specialist

(Continued)
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

All Delaware residents who have troublesome patches of the alien invasive 
mile-a-minute weed (Persicaria perfoliata - 
http://www.nps.gov/plants/alien/fact/pepe1.htm ) on their properties are 
invited to come to collect the host-specific weevils that have been 
established there since 2004 as part of a biological control program for 
this weed. These insects eat only mile-a-minute weed, and have been 
shown to suppress growth of the weed. 

BRING YOUR OWN WEEVIL-PROOF CONTAINER. The ideal container is a 
gallon-size white plastic bucket with a snap-on lid, but any container that 
will hold the weevils securely will do. Also, BRING WORK GLOVES, since 
mile-a-minute weed is prickly. 

Dr. Judy Hough-Goldstein and her students will be present to assist with 
identification and collection and to answer any questions you may have 

more. Sugars are used for plant 
defense chemicals. Trees and 
shrubs that are not in the best of 
health to begin with can become 
more susceptible to fungal 
diseases such as Botryosphaeria 
canker since their defenses are 
depleted. Watering to prevent 
stress is the best solution at this 
point. Pruning out any dead 
branches is helpful as well.
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