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PYRACANTHA SCAB is now present on the fruit and leaves of 
susceptible cultivars of Pyracantha (firethorn). Fruit are brown to 
black and scabby looking and will eventually fall from the plants 
if severe enough. The best control for this common disease of 
older cultivars is to plant one of many resistant cultivars now 
available. It is too late for fungicide applications. This disease 
ruins the fruit display but does not harm the health of the plant 
since only the fruit and a few leaves are infected.

POWDERY MILDEW on flowering dogwood continues to be found 
in the landscape. For control, see Issue 8, What's Hot. 'Eddies 
White Wonder' is a cross between Cornus nuttallii, the Pacific 

A hotline reader sent in several images of 
what looked like mealy bug on hosta.  This 
pest was diagnosed as a flatid, possibly a 
Delphacid.  It is a type of leaf hopper that 
sucks plant juices but the damage to plant 
health from this pest is minimal.  The 
unsightly white substance can be washed 
off the plant with a heavy stream of water, 
unlike mealy bugs.

A homeowner in New Castle County 
brought in a grass specimen that was taking 
over his lawn.  It was ID’d as Poa cuspidata 
or early bluegrass.  It was in a   zoysia lawn, 
so Revolver (foramsulfuron) will provide 
selective control. This is only true in a 
zoysia lawn.  Cool season grasses like 
ryegrass, fescue, etc. will be taken out by 
Revolver.  Revolver is not available to 
homeowners, only commercial applicators.

If you suspect trees have been affected by 
Imprelis, the best advice is to “wait and 
see.” As a new product there is relatively 
little information in the literature to guide 
us. In soils, Imprelis adsorbs most tightly to 
organic matter--so it should leach most 
readily from low organic matter soils, 
especially sandy soils. Soil adsorption of 

What's Hot!
CABBAGE LOOPERS (Trichoplusia ni) show up in gardens, 
perennial borders, and greenhouses about now. Many other plants 
besides cabbage, kale, broccoli and other brassicas are affected  
including ornamentals grown in greenhouses.

The damage from mature caterpillars that “loop” along is classic 
leaf tattering and removal of all plant foliage except major leaf 
veins. However, damage from small caterpillars often goes 
unnoticed as young caterpillars chew on the undersides of older 
leaves and leave only the cuticle causing a “window paning” 
effect. Scout transplants or young plants in greenhouses.  Inspect 
for the presence of the small (0.6mm) white eggs and cream 
colored hatchling larvae that are only about 3-6mm, although 
they'll grow to 3+ cm at maturity. A typical life cycle takes as little 
as 4 weeks in warm weather. Overlapping of generations is 
common  but they'll finally overwinter as 2 cm-long pupae. They 
cannot survive prolonged freezing, but easily survive in unheated 
greenhouses and typical winter cleanup practices. 

Control cabbage loopers by eliminating all weeds (esp. 
lambsquarters, wild mustards, etc.) that allow them to gain a 
foothold early in the growing season. Biological controls provide 
variable results. You can buy and release Trichogramma spp. and 
other parasites to reduce caterpillar vigor, but not totally deter 
feeding. They'd need to be applied early in the development of 
the infestation and only on young caterpillars, as would B.t. 
products. 

Because the adult moths lay 250-350 eggs and can fly great 
distances, cabbage loopers often have high rates of pesticide 
resistance as their generations bounce between vegetable fields, 
greenhouses, etc. Use a flexible least-toxic, yet effective approach 
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from the many registered chemicals. Avoid 
broad spectrum pesticides like pyrethroids 
and organophosphates. Resistance to 
Spinosad (Conserve, Entrust) has been 
reported and neem products may not be 
enough to control a big population.
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Diseases (Continued)

Dogwood and Cornus florida. Some plant lists 
have rated this dogwood as resistant or 
sometimes susceptible to powdery mildew, 
but the specimen in the UDBG is definitely  
susceptible. Conditions here in Newark have 
been very favorable for powdery mildew on 
dogwood and the new growth on this tree is 
dirty-white and curled.

CERCOSPORA LEAFSPOT ON PLANETREE.  
Platanus orientalis var. digitata is an 
interesting Oriental planetree with deeply 
lobed leaves and excellent resistance to 
anthracnose. However a recent sample 
indicates that it is very susceptible to 
Cercospora leafspot. Numerous 1/8  ¼ inch 
spots with purple borders were observed on 
the leaves and the disease was causing light 
leaf loss. 
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Imprelis decreases as soil pH increases, so it should leach 
faster on alkaline soils.  Rainfall and irrigation may help to 
leach Imprelis through soils. However, the active ingredient is 
broken down by soil microbes, so avoid water-logging soil since 
that would inhibit microbial activity, plus increase stress on 
already struggling trees. Herbicide injury to trees sometimes 
appears worse initially than it is in the long term. Aavoid quick 
reactions in response to client calls. Trees can often overcome 
what appear to be devastating injuries and emerge relatively 
unscathed. Wait, be patient, observe, and let the tree's 
recuperative abilities kick in.  If possible, irrigate trees during 
warm, dry weather, but avoid water-logging. Light fertilization 
may also improve tree vigor and its ability to recover. Avoid 
ammonium-based fertilizers that may reduce soil pH and 
therefore increase Imprelis adsorption. Removing sod or 
contaminated soil over tree roots may trigger additional tree 
stress and should be viewed as a last-ditch effort to save trees. 
(Supplied by Nancy Gregory, Plant Diagnostic Clinic)
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