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FIREBLIGHT hits (infected dead twigs) are now visible on 
crabapple, hawthorn, and callery pear. These infected branches 
can be pruned out now but prune 12 inches below the infection 
at a suitable crotch, don't leave stubs. Disinfect pruners between 
cuts with 70% rubbing alcohol, 10% bleach solution, or a spray 
disinfectant. The amount of damage this season is considerably 
less than last season.

FOLIAR NEMATODE symptoms are present in some perennials 
such as peony and Japanese anemone already. Look for, light 

LECANIUM SCALES. Two species of Lecanium scales are 
problematic in our landscapes and the next few weeks offer good 
management opportunities. Fletcher scale (Parthenolecanium 
fletcheri) affects a wide variety of coniferous plants such as 
Taxus, arborvitae, junipers, and even baldcypress (Taxodium 
spp.). European fruit lecanium (Parthenolecanium corni) affects a 
broad range of broad-leaved woody plants such as redbud, 
hawthorn, dogwood, and oak. 

Lecanium scale adults look like little brown lumps grouped along 
branches. They feed on plant sap and leave honeydew (the scales 
excrement - a clear sticky substance) that gets on leaves, cars, 
etc. Sooty mold (a black fungus) often grows on it. Adult female 
scales of both species produce 1000-3500 eggs with only one 
generation per year. European fruit lecanium begin to lay eggs by 
May 9 (from 319-1328 GDD (median=654)). Fletcher scale lays 
eggs by April 16 (from 171-1438 GDD (median=592)).  

The “crawler” (hatchling nymph) stages look like tiny yellow-
orange dots when tapped onto a white sheet of paper. They were 
seen in our area this past week and are earlier than normal 
calendar dates. Egg hatch will be rapid this year. The crawlers 
migrate to the undersides of leaves/needles and spend the 
summer months there  migrating back to the branches to spend 
the fall and winter as nymphs. They'll resume growth and 
complete their life cycle the following spring.

The settled crawler stage is the best time to control lecanium 
scales. Many insecticides are registered for this purpose. 
Horticultural oil (1-2% v:v) applications work quite well. 
Occasionally, a re-application of oil is needed about 3 weeks 
after the initial application to ensure that all settled crawlers are 
covered if there are cool conditions. Many naturally occurring 
parasites may also control lecanium scales  look for tiny holes in 

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

What's Hot!
Grey squirrels are notorious for “attacking” 
shade trees during the weeks prior to leaf 
drop. They litter the ground beneath tress 
with twigs less than ¼ inch diameter after 
chewing them off and letting them drop to 
the ground. Possible explanations include: 
cutting branches to get acorns to the 
ground or use of twigs and leaves for 
nesting materials (better for nesting with 
leaves attached). This is happening already 
this season!

Homeowners/clients may become 
concerned when large shade trees drop 
their leaves during mid-season. Linden, 
birch, and sycamore trees are susceptible 
to mid-season leaf drop. Usually, this is a 
normal physiological response, reducing 
leaf surface area and subsequent water 
loss. During summer droughts or when 
water availability in soils is limited, leaf 
drop is greater. Neither tree health nor tree 
growth is usually affected.

Spider mites are everywhere in areas that 
have had no rainfall--even noted on the 
upper surface of water lilies this week!

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

(Continued)

INSECTS
Casey Sclar
Plant Health Care Leader, Longwood Gardens

Insects (Continued)

the adult scale's cover. Many predators like 
lady beetles also feed on lecanium scales. 
Any contact insecticide sprays applied in 
the fall or spring won't work well. However, 
soil systemic insecticide applications of 
neonicotinoids such as imidacloprid and 
Dinotefuran (Safari) work well against 
lecanium scales if applied in advance. 

(Continued)
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

green, yellow, or brown areas on the leaves that are bordered by the vein pattern of the leaf. The only control is to 
pick off the infested leaves and destroy them. 

bedient plant (Physostegia virginiana). The leaves on infected plants 
have yellow indefinite spots or mottling. Symptoms are more pronounced on the lower or older leaves. These spots 
eventually bronze then turn brown. It does not appear to affect the health of the plants, only their appearance. Virus 
diseases are systemic and they cannot be cured. Cuttings from infected plants will be infected as well. Alfalfa mosaic 
virus is primarily transmitted by aphids or during propagation. If plants look bad enough, the only remedy is to 
remove them and compost them.

PEONY BLOTCH is just now beginning to appear on garden and tree peony.  Look for purple to dark red spots on the 
upper surface of the leaves and the corresponding lower surface will be chocolate brown color. The fungus, 
Cladosporium, will also infect the stems and produce circular spots with red borders. Be sure to remove and destroy 
infected leaves and stems in the fall to reduce overwintering spores. It's too late for any fungicide control this 
season unless you are just seeing the first blotches, but the disease does not seem to affect plant health all that 
much--just makes a mess of the leaves.

ALFALFA MOSAIC VIRUS was identified on o

Diseases (Continued)


	Page 1
	Page 2

