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BACTERIAL LEAFSPOT ON ZINNIA has been evident in gardens for 
several weeks. Look for small angular brown spots with yellow 
borders on lower leaves. It can spread quickly with wet weather. 
The disease will move higher on the plants and make them look 
poorly by fall. There is no effective control at this time. Copper 
fungicides/bactericides may cause some reduction or halt spread 
if applied now. Be sure to check the label for safe times to apply. 

MIMOSA WEBWORM is an introduced pest that effects both 
honeylocust and mimosa. Trees in grown in nurseries may be 
more susceptible. There are usually two generations per year. The 
overwintering pupal stage gives rise to very small, gray moths that 
lay tiny, rose-colored eggs in late spring. 

Young larvae strip/skeletonize upper surfaces of leaves and 
produce large amounts of silk. This silk sandwiches together 
leaves and small branch tips. Eventually, webby masses are quite 
visible on the tree. Caterpillars vary in color from pinkish gray to 
green to dark brown and  grow to about 5/8”. After feeding, larvae 
use silk threads to lower themselves into bark crevices or to the 
ground and pupate in small, white cocoons. The second 
generation is produced quickly in mid-late summer and there are 
reports of a third generation during warm years in southern mid-
Atlantic locations. The earliest observed date for larvae is June 

th15  in Northern DE. A GDD range of 750-3216 (avg. 1643) and full 
bloom of Kalmia latifolia can also be used.

Research at Purdue University indicates that isolated honeylocust 
trees are more commonly affected than trees grouped closely 
together; and observations in this region seem to confirm this. 
Early research indicates resistance amongst certain thornless 
honeylocust cultivars. 'Sunburst' is quite susceptible, while 
'Moraine', 'Shademaster', and 'Imperial' were touted as less 
susceptible. Manual web removal is not a practical control 
method.

Sprays of Bacillus thuringiensis 'kurstaki' (Dipel, Bt Worm Killer, 
many others) may be used very early in the season if the eggs or 
young larvae are found during scouting and before webbing. Neem 
products containing azadirachtin such as Azatin, Ornazin, and 
Azatrol provide some feeding repellency along with larval 
knockdown. Conserve (a.i. spinosad) and pyrethroids are used 
once webs are widely observed to protect against greater damage 
by subsequent generations.

(Continued)

ASSESSING TURF FOR COMPLETE 
RENOVATION.  Mid-summer is the time to 
assess turf for the need to do a complete 
renovation.   Where problem perennial 
grasses such as wiregrass, nimblewill, 
zoysiagrass, bentgrass, orchardgrass, or 
coarse tall fescues have become 
established in lawns, a complete 
renovation should start in summer with 
herbicide applications.  Other reasons for 
a complete renovation include heavy 
traffic, disease pressure, insect damage, or 
general loss of stand due to other 

(Continued)

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

What's Hot!
The weather has been so favorable for 
crabapple scab that many susceptible trees 
are already 50-75% defoliated.

Powdery mildew on flowering dogwood 
continues to develop on susceptible plants. 

Verticillium wilt is being noticed on many 
susceptible plants esp. redbud and maple--
maybe linked to going from dry last 
summer to too wet this summer. Pruning 
or even tree removal may be needed in 
extreme cases.

Scales are hatching and hemlock woolly 
adelgid crawlers are settling. It's “go time” 
for oil applications.

First Japanese beetles noted this week.
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stresses.  

For heavy infestations of problem perennial grasses, 
apply 2 treatments of glyphosate herbicide, three 
weeks apart.  Make the first application in late July or  
early August to allow time for remaining weeds to die 
after the second application before seeding.  For 
heavy infestations of Zoysiagrass or wiregrass, 3 
applications may be needed starting in mid-July.  For 
orchardgrass, bentgrass, coarse tall fescue, or other 
undesired cool season perennial grasses, irrigate turf 
areas to encourage growth prior to applying 
glyphosate as it will not work on drought stressed or 
heat dormant plants.  For troublesome perennial 
weed patches, Basamid soil fumigant may be another 
option.  Apply Basamid as a granule and water in or 
till in and tarp with plastic. Good control of 
nimblewill, bermudagrass, and creeping bentgrass 
can be achieved by fumigation with Basimid.  

This bacteria can overwinter in old infected leaf tissue and 
ois seed-born, which is the 1  source of infections we see. 

SEPTORIA LEAFSPOT is rampant on infected plantings of 
brown-eyed Susan, Rudbeckia 'Goldstrum and others. The 
fungus produces irregular dark brown to black spots on 
the leaves. Fungicides such as Daconil or coppers should 
provide some control on the healthy parts of the plants. 

PURPLE CONE FLOWER is a very popular perennial without 
many disease problems but a disease I have only seen 
once or twice was diagnosed in the UDBG this week. 
Cucumber mosaic virus is an aphid transmitted virus that 
produces mosaic patterns of light and dark green on 
infected leaves along with some yellowing. Growth can be 
stunted and less thrifty than healthy adjacent plants. 
There is no control.  Don't propagate infected plants 
because the plants are systemically infected and will 
spread the disease. Infected plants should be removed 
and destroyed. 
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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