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DRY WEATHER in the northern part of the state has most foliar 
diseases on hold. Black spot on hybrid tea roses is still showing 
up as well but not spreading as fast. Be sure to keep on a 10-day 
to 2 week spray schedule for black spot control. 

TIP BLIGHT.  Diplodia or Sphaeropsis pinea, the same fungus that 
causes tip blight on Scotch and Austrian pine was found on 
Douglas. When the weather is wet during shoot emergence several 
different fungi infect shoots.   It is too late for any control. Prune 
out e dead shoots if practical. 

PESTALOTIOPSIS SHOOT BLIGHT was identified recently on 
arborvitae and Leyland cypress. Formerly,  Pestalotia this fungus 
has been reclassified. This group of fungi can be endophytes 
living in healthy leaves and bark; pathogens; or colonize dying or 
recently dead plant parts.. It is a common pathogen on winter-
weakened rhododendrons. By the time you see the dieback just 
prune out dead shoots. The fungus favors stressed plants, so 
keep recently transplanted specimens watered during this dry 
spell.

The 2nd generation of Euonymus scale 
crawlers will be active soon (1351 to  2371 
[1848 peak] GDD).  Brian is still looking for 
eggs, crawlers, or infestations.

Japanese maple scale crawlers (695 to  
1973 [846 peak] GDD) are active in MD.

Two-spotted spider mite activity has 
started with the consistent hotter 
temperatures.

Summer is a great time for thrips 
populations to increase in greenhouses.  
Thrips have been reported as problematic 
in New Castle County.

What's Hot!
DOGWOOD SAWFLIES.  This sawfly (Hymenoptera: 
Tenthredinidae) has one generation in this area.  Wasp-like adults 
emerge sometime in May through July and oviposit eggs onto the 
undersides of leaves.  Dogwood sawflies are serious pests of 
Cornus species, but seem to prefer shrub dogwoods such as, 
Cornus racemosa and Cornus sericea.  Larvae are active 1041  
3914 GDD or when Aesculus parviflora is in bloom.  First instars 
are difficult to spot because they are transparent yellow, but later 
instars are covered with a white chalky powder.  Larvae feed 
gregariously and skeletonize leaves as early instars, but will 
consume entire leaves except for tough midveins as later instars.  
The last molt changes the larvae to a yellowish colored insect 
with a shiny black head and spots.  Mature larvae will overwinter 
in old decaying wood on the ground or may seek out old wooden 
structures.  

Documented natural enemies of this sawfly are parasitoids.  
Cultural control involves hand-picking the larvae off of the 
leaves.  Chemical control options include horticultural oil, 
insecticidal soap, spinosad, acephate, carbaryl, imidacloprid, or 
one of the pyrethroids such as cyfluthrin or deltamethrin.  Once 
larvae reach the last instar, chemical control is seldom effective 
because the sawfly has finished feeding.  

(Continued)
View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/
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WEEDS BREAKS IN LANDSCAPE BEDS.  This 
is the time of the year we see many weed 
breaks through mulch in landscape beds.  
Summer annual broadleaf weeds such as 
lambsquarters, pigweed, and morningglory 
are common.  Crabgrass entering 
landscape beds as seeds from nearby 
lawns can grow on the mulch surface.  
Perennial weeds such as nutsedge and 
mugwort grow through the mulch.  
Evaluate beds where weed problems are 
found for the underlying causes.  Is mulch 
too thin or too thick?  To be most 
effective, organic mulches, such as bark, 
should be at least 2 inches thick to block 
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BLOSSOM BLIGHT AND TWIG 
DIEBACK ON CHERRIES  resembles 
fireblight, but cherries are not 
susceptible. Caused by the fungus 
Monilinia, this disease was favored 
by earlier wet weather. Look for 
scattered dead shoots (2-4”). Most of 
the damage is done and dead shoots 
should be pruned out. No need to 
disinfect pruners since infection 
occurs in the blossoms and moves 
to the twigs. 

Diseases (Continued)

out light and inhibit seed germination.  However, deep mulch can 
create an environment where weed seeds germinate and survive 
entirely in the mulch layer.  The mulch must be dry on the surface to 
limit germination of blown in or deposited seed.  Keeping mulch wet 
with irrigation can promote weed seed germination. Weed breaks 
often occur around new plantings.  Weed seeds are brought to the 
surface with disturbed soil or come in with nursery plants.  Nutsedge 
and mugwort are commonly introduced with planting material.  
Inspect all nursery stock and reject those plants with perennial weed 
contamination.  

To deal with weed breaks, there are a few postemergence products 
for broadleaf weeds including Sedgehammer (formerly Manage), 
Basagran, and Lontrel .  Check the labels for specific uses and 
landscape plants that that are tolerant of these broadleaf materials.  
Acclaim, Fusilade, Vantage and Envoy are all available for grass 
control over the top of broadleaf ornamentals.  Glyphosate products 
(Roundup, many others), Finale, and Scythe are used for non-selective 
control as directed, shielded, or wiper applications. 
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