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DAYLILY LEAFSTREAK caused by the fungus Aureobasidium is 
just beginning to appear. Look for the long streaks of discolored 
tissue on the leaves of daylily. If it has been a problem in the past, 
try using fungicides such as Daconil, thiophanate-methyl (Cleary's 
3336), myclobutanil (Systhane, Eagle, Immunox), Heritage or 
Compass for control on a 14 day schedule from now until mid-
July. 

TWO SPOTTED SPIDER MITES.   According to the National 
Weather Service, March started our growing season off with 
above normal precipitation.  However, since then, Delaware has 
been short of the monthly normal precipitation.  The reason I 
mention this is because these hot, dry temperatures favors rapid 
build-up of warm season spider mite populations.  The two-
spotted spider mite, Tetranychus urticae, is a pest of landscapes 
and greenhouses.  Plants attacked by two-spotted spider mites 
include: roses, Euonymus, dogwood, pear, butterfly bush, 
marigolds, cannas, viburnum, chrysanthum and many others.

Spider mites inject their mouthparts into plant cells and suck 
out cell contents, which causes a flecking or stippled appearance 
to the plant.  Heavy infestations build webs, decrease plant vigor, 
and can cause premature leaf drop.  Two-spotted spider mites 
feed on the underside of the leaves and are yellowish green with 
a spot on either side. Adults are active 437-3518 [1894 peak] 
GDD.  Females lay an average of about 140 eggs when 
temperatures exceed 80°F and a generation can be completed in a 
week.     

Sample for spider mites by shaking plant material over a white 
sheet of paper on a clipboard.  Mites will appear as rapidly 
moving dots and will smear when smashed.  Sample at least 
every other week during the summer.  Look for stippling on 
leaves or webbing, which is found on heavily infested plants.

Dislodge the mites and provide relief to water-stressed plants by 
spraying plants with a strong stream of water.  Predatory mites 
and other predators feed on two-spotted spider mites, but they 
may have difficulty keeping populations low under ideal mite 
conditions.  Horticultural oil, Hexygon, Floramite, and Forbid are 
some of the miticides that provide excellent mite control with 
minimal effects on natural enemies.  Pyrethroids and Merit 
(imidacloprid) are documented to cause increases in mite 
populations.  Use these products only when necessary and 
closely monitor mite populations after application.

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

What's Hot!
The first generation of fall webworm is 
peaking and terminal webs are visible on 
many of the more than 100 deciduous 
trees attacked by this native caterpillar.  
Since the first generation is small, it may 
be practical to prune out all the visible 
webbing without harming tree structure.  
This cultural control will help reduce 
localized populations for the second 
generation, which is much larger and more 
noticeable.  In the past few years, we’ve 
had such significant fall webworm 
populations that some areas looked like 
they’d been decorated for Halloween.

Hollyhock rust can be added to the list of 
rusts in the disease column. Look for 
numerous orange-red pustules on the 
underside of the leaves.  The upper surface 
will be yellowed.  If control is needed, 
spray with Immunox, Funginex, or Daconil.

Thanks goodness we got some rain on 
Tuesday night (at least New Castle County, 
DE received rain).  But, it is still important 
to water newly establishing landscape 
plants.  Plants like Fothergilla and Itea are 
considered drought tolerant, but only once 
they are established.  Lady fern (Athyrium 
felix-femina) is considered to be a relatively 
drought-tolerant fern, but it took several 
years before lady fern were sufficiently 
established in a Landenberg, PA landscape 
to withstand drought conditions without 
wilting and browning out.  

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

(Continued)

INSECTS
Brian Kunkel
Ornamental IPM Specialist
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

RUSTS. This has been the year of the rusts so far. Ash rust was observed last week after the last newsletter went out. 
It has been spotty in occurrence but the distorted leaves and the bright orange spore-bearing structures on the 
infected leaves and petioles are very conspicuous. Cedar-quince rust on hawthorn and serviceberry has been very 
prevalent this season. Infected fruit is conspicuous now with white tubules protruding from the fruit that turn 
orange with age. Fruit infection is the major damage from the disease. It is too late for any control and it does not 
affect the health of the trees. Cedar-apple rust on apple and crabapple leaves continues to be identified as well. 

PHYLLOSTICTA LEAFSPOT or leaf scorch has caused some defoliation of susceptible 'Arnold's Promise' witch-hazel. 
With the dry weather the damage can often look like drought damage. The fungus causes small spots on the leaves 
and they can coalesce to produce large brown spots. Often the spots will be on leaf margins and blight areas 
between the veins resembling the same symptoms seen during hot, dry weather. Looking closer with a hand lens you 
can see the small, dark fruiting bodies of the fungus on the dead leaf tissue. There appears to be some loss of vigor 
and form when plants repeatedly lose many leaves. Daconil is labeled for control if needed.
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