
r eFo  mor t informa ion

Issue 13

on pests & practices covered in this 
newsletter, call your County Extension Office

Garden Line
     (for home gardeners only)
New Castle County Extension
Kent County Extension
Sussex County Extension

831-8862

831-2506
730-4000
856-7303

Helpful numbers to know:

Cooperative Extension Education in Agriculture and Home Economics, University of Delaware, Delaware State University and the United States Department of Agriculture cooperating.  
Janice A. Seitz,  Director.  Distributed in furtherance of Acts of Congress of March 8 and June 30, 1914.  It is the policy of the Delaware Cooperative Extension System that no person shall be 
subjected to discrimination on the grounds of race, color, sex, disability, age, or national origin.

UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE                COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

June 27,  2008

PHYLLOSTICTA LEAFSPOT or leaf scorch has caused some 
defoliation of susceptible 'Arnold's Promise' witch-hazel. With the 
dry weather the damage can often look like drought damage. The 
fungus causes small spots on the leaves and they can coalesce to 
produce large brown spots. Often the spots will be on leaf 
marginsthose symptoms and blight areas between the veins 
resemble drought injury. Looking closer with a hand lens you can 
see the small, dark fruiting bodies of the fungus on the dead leaf 

To remove a tick, apply a glob of liquid 
soap to a cotton ball. Cover the tick with 
the soap-soaked cotton ball for a few 
seconds (15-20), after which the tick will 
come out on it's own and be stuck to the 
cotton ball when you lift it away. 

Powdery mildew was diagnosed on bee 
balm (Monarda didyma). The drier weather 
will favor powdery mildew diseases on 
many plants, but has slowed development 
of the early season foliage diseases 
reported earlier.

Septoria leafspot has been identified on 
Black-eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta) for the 
first time this season.  Look for the 
irregular black spots on the leaves.  This 
can disfigure plants significantly if the 
weather is favorable.  Once established in 
a planting, it is even more difficult to 
control.  Try to encourage air movement to 
reduce leaf wetness and apply fungicides 
such as Daconil, Immunoz, Infuse or other 
labeled products.  Rudbeckia ‘Goldsturm’ 
is also susceptible.

Cleveland, Whitehouse, Earlyred and Select 
are callery pear cultivars with moderate 
resistance to fireblight.  With one of these 
cultivars, you might not see damage 
symptoms.  But, don’t replant damaged 
pears with these cultivars.  All callery 
pears are invasive.  Select a better small 
flowering tree as a replacement if you 
decide to remove an infected pear.

What's Hot!

JAPANESE BEETLE (JB) ADULT CONTROL PLANS. This week has 
again heralded the return of JB adults to our area, signaling the 
start of summer. The metallic beetles will again find their way to 
our Cannas, birches, lindens, roses, etc. etc. and chew on the 
foliage. Feeding damage to leaves attracts yet more adult foliage 
feeding. Pruning out damaged foliage may help reduce repeat 
beetle attacks.

It's no secret that sprays of Sevin, Orthene, and pyrethroids work 
against JB adults. Sprays of these products are typically applied 
every 7-10 days for maximum effectiveness. 

However, there are alternatives:  Before emergence and heavy 
feeding grub control with nematodes or IGR products such as 
MACH2 (Halofenozide). Another option is soil drenches of 
systemic neonicotinoids such as imidacloprid (Merit etc.). 

Repellent options: The use of neem products (with azadirachtin) 
such as Neem-away, Neemazad, Ornazin or Azatin was recently 
shown to be as persistent as applications of Sevin for JB control 
in one study. Applications of Kaolinite Clay (Surround) are used 
in fruit trees for JB control  although the residue on ornamental 
foliage may be considered unattractive. Wettable powder 
formaulations of some pyrethrins and pyrethroids are also 
reputed to have greater repellency than their EC counterparts, 
allowing longer intervals between re-application.

Finally, have a game plan for the number of applications you'll 
make and the amount of damage you'll tolerate. While mid-July is 
certainly peak time for beetles, the need for making JB adult 
applications after early August should be judged critically. After 
this, beetle populations are already on their way down and the 
amount of damage they can inflict after this point will be 
minimal.

(Continued)

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/
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tissue. There appears to be some loss of vigor and form when plants repeatedly lose many leaves. Daconil is labeled 
for control if needed.

RED THREAD on Kentucky bluegrass was observed last week. Closer observation of small, oval brown patches on leaf 
blades revealed the coral red fungus threads. 

HORSECHESTNUT LEAF BLOTCH, caused by a fungus Guignardia aesculi, is evidenced by a brown blotch with a 
yellow border on leaf margins. Small spots are often limited by veins. Sometimes spots resemble drought damage. 
This leaf spot, while causing premature defoliation of lower limbs in wet seasons, rarely needs control.  Rake and 
compost infected leaves. 

Affected patches can have a pinkish appearance and range from one to 
six inches in diameter. Although perennial ryegrass and fine fescue are most susceptible, bluegrass and tall fescue 
may also be affected. Red thread is most severe on low fertility turf during periods of cool, wet weather. Well 
fertilized turf, however, may also be attacked. The dry warm weather now will not favor the disease and no control is 
recommended. Fungicides must be applied preventatively to be effective. 
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