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THOUSAND CANKERS DISEASE OF WALNUT (TCD) has been 
identified in Virginia and Pennsylvania in the past two years. The 
disease is caused by a fungus carried by a very small insect, the 
walnut twig beetle. Symptoms include flagging (yellowing and 
wilting) of branches in mid-summer, followed by thinning of the 
crowns and dieback. Black walnut in our area suffers from 
anthracnose and stress later in the summer, so June is a good 
time to look for symptoms of TCD. Walnut trees along railroad 
beds and highways would be likely ones to examine. Any suspect 
trees should be reported to Delaware Forest Service, or the UD 
Plant Diagnostic Clinic, GPS location would be very helpful.

Septoria leaf spot on Rudbeckia has been 
identified on samples in the New Castle 
County Extension office and the Plant 
Diagnostic Clinic.  Fungicide sprays would 
need to go on soon! The spores of the 
fungus are dispersed by splashing water, 
require moisture to germinate, and can 
cause infection throughout the growing 
season.  Removal of infected leaves at the 
end of the growing season is important to 
reduce infections the following year. 
Proper plant spacing and thinning of 
volunteer plants will increase air 
circulation around foliage and allow leaves 
to dry quickly. Avoid overhead irrigation. 
The leaf spot damage is primarily 
cosmetic, and infected plants will bloom 
despite unsightly leaves. A protectant 
fungicide application in mid-June will help 
slow the spread of the disease, but it will 
not cure infected leaves. Check fungicide 
labels for instructions on spray intervals 
and rate.

What's Hot!

JAPANESE BEETLES are flying, feeding and reproducing in Kent 
county and are probably active throughout the rest of the region.  
This is slightly earlier than our historical average for adult 
activity--ttypically occurs between 1094 and 2410 GDD .  Adult 50

beetles are highly mobile and feed on over 300 different types of 
broad-leaved plants.  Adult populations have been very spotty or 
randomly distributed in the region over the past few years.  
Plants become skeletonized from beetles feeding in between the 
leaf veins.  Some of the plants Japanese beetles prefer to feed on 
include roses, cannas, flowering crabapple, lindens, Norway and 
Japanese maples, and elms.  

Many natural enemies attack the various life stages of Japanese 
beetles such as: assassin bugs, parasitoids, ants, ground beetles, 
rove beetles, birds, skunks, and raccoons.  Cultural options for 
management include hand removal, removing previously beetle-
damaged leaves, or shaking beetles into buckets of soapy water.  
Chemicals available for controlling adult beetles using 
insecticides include, Orthene, Sevin, or one of the pyrethroids 
(e.g., cyfluthrin, deltamethrin, etc.).  Insecticide applications may 
need to be made every 1  2 weeks when adult activity is high.  
Neem based products typically deter feeding for 3  4 days; 
applications should be before damage occurs.  Imidacloprid can 
be applied for adult Japanese beetle control, but tolerance of 
some feeding is necessary.  Wettable powder formulations of 
some pyrethroids (pyrethrins) may be more repellent than the EC 
formulations.  Thorough treatment of target plants is needed for 
any of the listed products to effectively protect the plants.  
Insecticidal soaps, plant extracts, and companion plantings are 
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generally ineffective.  Due to the mobility 
of adult beetles, control of white grubs or 
adult Japanese beetles does not ensure 
control of the other life stage.  Optimal 
treatment window for white grubs using 
preventive products such as Merit or Mach 
2 is mid-June through mid-July.  Acelepryn 
is a relatively new product with a different 
mode of action than Merit and may be 
applied as early as May for effective grub 
control.
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Diseases (Continued)

RED THREAD ON TURFGRASS was diagnosed in 
the Clinic this week. The fungal turf disease 
caused by Laetisaria occurs in the spring or fall, 
usually in humid or rainy weather.  The symptoms 
include patches in turf with water-soaked foliage. 
Often there are pink to red mycelia and larger 
gelatinous stroma of fungal growth, obvious to 
the naked eye. Dead foliage may turn straw 
colored to brown. Most turf types are susceptible. 
Red thread will not kill the turfgrass, and drier 
warmer weather should result in less disease. To 
manage, avoid watering late in the day, maintain 
optimum nitrogen levels (neither deficient nor 
excessive), and remove excess thatch. 
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Keep an eye on our rainfall and any newly planted 
landscapes.  We have had rain when we needed it so far 
this season, but any plants installed this year may need 
supplemental water if we get into an extended drought.  
Tuesday’s rain saved us again, but we may not be so 
lucky as the summer progresses.

White clover is blooming prolifically in lawns right now.  
It is problematic because the white flowers detract from 
lawn uniformity and attract bees.  Herbicides containing 
mecoprop, dicamba and tryclopyr will control clover; 2,-D 
will not.  If a lawn is heavily infested with clover, fertilize 
in the fall and the lawn may be able to out compete the 
clover invasion.
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