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Despite the recent dry weather there has been enough humidity 
and several scattered showers in part of New Castle County to 
favor a few more foliage diseases such as:

CERCOSPORA LEAF SPOT on shrub roses is becoming more 
noticeable on landscape roses such as 'The Fairy', 'Rainbow 
Knockout', and others.  While the small irregular purple- bordered 
spots are becoming more numerous, this amount of infection 
rarely warrants a fungicide application.  But note, these roses are 
not completely disease free. 

CEDAR-APPLE RUST is increasing on crabapples. The stage 
present now is called the spermagonial stage. Spots on the upper 
surface of the leaf are orange to orange-red and black pinpoints 

JAPANESE BEETLE (JB). In a few days, JB's will find their way to 
our Cannas, birches, lindens, roses, etc. etc. and chew on the 
foliage. By all indications, this year will see worse infestations 
than last year. Sprays of Sevin (carbaryl), Orthene (acephate), and 
pyrethroids applied every 7-10 days work against JB adults. 

However, consider some alternative strategies: JB feeding 
damage on leaves actually attracts yet more adults to foliage. 
Removing damaged foliage will reduce beetle attacks and avoid 
repeat sprays. Removing rose blooms after opening will reduce 
damage on this host during peak periods.

Before emergence and heavy feeding, provide grub control with 
nematodes or products such as the IGR MACH2 (Halofenozide) 
or Acelypryn (chlorantraniliprole). Another option is soil 
drenches of systemic neonicotinoid products such as 
imidacloprid (Merit, etc.) to protect foliage on shrubs and trees.  
But this should have been done by May 15 to assure protection 
for this season. 

Repellent options include neem products (with azadirachtin) 
such as Bio-Neem, Azatrol, Ornazin or Azatin. These have been 
shown to be as persistent as Sevin for adult control in one study. 
Applications of Surround (kaolinite clay) are used in fruit trees, 
although the residue on ornamental foliage may be unattractive. 
Wettable powder formulations of some pyrethrins and 
pyrethroids are also reputed to have greater repellency than 
their EC counterparts, allowing longer intervals between re-
applications. Apply repellents before damage occurs for best 
effects.

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

What's Hot!
Daylily leaf streak disease is just starting. 
With hot humid weather, the disease can 
advance rapidly. If preventative control is 
desired, apply a triazole fungicide like 
myclobutanil, Banner, or tebuconazol. 

Look for blackened or scabby fruit of 
Pyracantha scab. And small dark leafspots 
on leaf undersides . Spores produced on 
leaves infect fruit. Resistant varieties 
should be planted when a landscape design 
calls for pyracantha. 

Japanese Maple Scale was mentioned last 
week. Fletcher scale may crawl soon. Flip 
over the adults on Taxus, Taxodium, and 
other coniferous hosts and lots of eggs will 
be waiting. 

Rust mite observed on trifoliate orange. 
Manage with horticultural oil.

Cottony scales are now considered a 
region-wide dilemma this year. Reports 
from MD, NY, even OH about it being a 
problem.

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

(Continued)

INSECTS
Casey Sclar
Plant Health Care Leader, Longwood Gardens

Make a list of plants to treat, the number of 
applications you'll make, and the amount of 
damage you'll tolerate. While mid-July is 
certainly peak time for beetles, the need for 
making any JB adult applications after early 
August should be judged critically. JB 
populations will be on their way down then 
and the amount of damage they can inflict 
after this point will be minimal. 

Insects (Continued)
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

in the middle of the spot (the spermagonia) are often visible. This stage is followed by the aecial stage when the 
whitish tubular projections form on the lower leaf surface. The aecia produce spores that will infect junipers from 
mid-summer to early autumn. It is too late for any fungicide control. Plant resistant cultivars if the problem is severe 
and occurs yearly. 

POWDERY MILDEW on susceptible flowering dogwoods is increasing with the increased humidity. Fungicide control 
would still be recommended especially to protect new growth during the rest of the season. The common white 
powdery talcum-like growth is present on the new growth and the older infected leaves have olive- drab discolored 
areas on the upper leaf surface.

LEAF BLOTCH ON HORSE-CHESTNUT was also diagnosed this week. This fungus disease causes irregularly shaped 
spots that are brown to reddish-brown often with a yellow band bordering the spot. Small spots are often limited by 
the veins. Small spots merge and produce large spots that can cause shriveling of the leaflets and defoliation under 
very favorable conditions. The infected trees I saw were not heavily infected and symptoms are just occurring now. 
No fungicide control would be warranted at this time, but fungicides applied when leaves were expanding would 
protect leaves from infection if it occurred frequently. Under most conditions fungicide controls are not needed 
although last season many trees lost the lower two- thirds of the canopy.  
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