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CEDAR-QUINCE RUST is present on Washington hawthorn, 
Crataegus phaenopyrum. Symptoms include old swollen twigs 
from last year and swollen deformed fruit (very evident now). 
Fungicide control is rarely needed. The same fungus infects 
serviceberry-- seen this past week. The alternate host is juniper, 
especially ground cover species. Cedar-quince rust rarely causes 
any serious damage to the host, just loss of fruit display and dead 
shoots, which can detract from overall aesthetics.

COTTONY SCALES get their name from long, white egg 
sacspresent now. They all cause sooty mold and isolated branch 
dieback. For ID  check the host range and egg laying site.

Cottony maple scale (Pulvinaria innumerablis) occurs on several 
plants, but particularly silver maple and hickory. Adults and eggs 
are almost always found on stems and branches, with crawlers 
settling on leaves for the summer until they migrate back to the 
stems to overwinter as female scales. Crawler peak is 1388 GDD. 

Cottony maple leaf scale (Pulvinaria acericola) occurs on many 
plants, but most often on maples, dogwoods, black gum, and 
Pieris. Adults and egg masses are found all over the plant, but 
mostly on the leaves. They migrate twice after the crawler stage  
once back to the twigs in the fall and then from the twigs to the 
leaves in the spring. It is often confused with cottony maple scale 
(above) or maple mealybug (Phenacoccus acericola), which does 
not injure plants as severely as cottony maple leaf scale.

Cottony camellia/taxus scale (Chloropulvinaria floccifera) occurs 
on hollies, sweet box, Cephalotaxus, and its namesake hosts. Like 
cottony maple scale, it has two migrations per year and the adult 
females dry up and die after laying eggs  leaving only the cottony 
egg mass on the leaf. Egg hatch from a single mass can take place 
over 6 weeks. Crawler peak is 830 GDD.

Many predators and parasites feed on these scales; and provide 
some control. Crawler treatments are the best option as hort. oil 
in the dormant stage and foliar treatments directed at the re-
migrating females are ineffective.  For cottony camellia/taxus 
scale, two treatments of horticultural oil at ½ egg hatch and 
complete egg hatch (~3-4 weeks later) provides the best control 
with minimum impact on natural enemies. Spring-applied soil 
systemic neonictinoid insecticides (i.e. Merit, Safari) are also often 
utilized.

(Continued)

Late spring has brought a number of 
severe thunderstorms, causing spot 
damage on trees throughout the region.  
When limbs are broken in a storm, they 
should be pruned off cleanly to allow even 
callus growth to seal off the wound.  
Follow natural target pruning guidelines, 
pruning outside the branch collar and 
using three pruning cuts (undercut, 
remove most of limb cut, final cut at 
branch collar) to prevent bark tearing that 
increases the wound size in healthy tissue.  
When approaching a damaged tree, remove 
all broken branches first.  Then assess the 
overall shape of the tree.  When the leader 
of a tree is lost and there are several 
equally large potential leader branches, 
remove all but one dominant branch that 

(Continued)

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

What's Hot!
Dogwood borers appeared in Longwood 
pheromone traps this week.

Four-lined plant bug damage to shrubs 
perennials has been noted in one or two 
spots. It appears as small circular holes 
that look like buckshot on new, but fully 
expanded leaves. Damage occurred several 
weeks ago  so the control window is gone.

Fletcher scale and white prunicola scale 
crawlers are emerging..  Control crawlers 
with a foliar absorbed insecticide.

Redheaded flea beetle adults are out and 
feeding.

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
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INSECTS
Casey Sclar
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will develop into a new leader.  
Do not use wound dressings on 
torn or cut surfaces.  They do 
not enhance callus 
development and can attract 
insects and fungal spores to 
the wound.  When young trees 
are uprooted or leaning 
following a storm, use a deep 
spade to straighten the root 
ball and stake (tie the tree to 
one or two stakes) or guy (tie 
the tree to three small stakes 
placed equidistantly around 
the tree) the tree temporarily.  
Remove stakes or guys in 6 
months to one year.  

 
POWDERY MILDEW is present in many perennials. Look for infection on peony, 
Monarda (Bee-balm), garden phlox and other susceptible plants. It is controlled 
well with a number of fungicides (apply at the first sign of disease) as well as hort 
oil, neem oil, and potassium bicarbonate products. 

SCLEROTINA SHOOT BLIGHT OF FORSYTHIA was diagnosed twice last week-- 
from a homeowner sample and one from my yard. Look for dead shoots that 
often have an orange discoloration. The fungus infects the blossoms and flower 
stalks, then grows into the twigs and kills them for some distance. The black 
sclerotia (fungus fruiting bodies) develop inside the infected twigs and are the 
best diagnostic sign at this point. Prune and destroy dead twigs and stems.

OAK LEAF BLISTER caused by the fungus Taphrina is a common disease during 
wet seasons of many oaks in the red oak group but mostly pin oak and red oak. 
The fungus overwinters in infected buds and infects the newly emerging leaf 
tissue. Symptoms include scattered circular raised areas of varying sizes up to ½ 
inch over the upper surface of the infected leaves causing a depression on the 
corresponding lower leaf surface. Lesions are yellow-green when new and brown 
with age. This disease causes no defoliation and rarely requires chemical control.
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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