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MAPLE LEAF SPOT has been noticeable in the landscape this week. 
This is Phyllosticta leaf spot, and it can occur on several maple 
species, primarily sugar maple, red maple, and silver maple. Spots 
can be large, circular, and tan to reddish-brown in the center. 
Dark pinhead size fruiting bodies will gradually form in the 
center. Infection is favored by damp conditions. Although spots 
look dramatic now, there is no long-term damage to trees and 
fungicide controls are usually not necessary.

PYTHIUM BLIGHT ON TURFGRASS.  Small areas of dieback in turf 
look dark, matted, greasy or water-soaked. Dead areas may follow 

ASH RUST was seen on white ash near 
Smyrna, DE at the end of May, and on two 
samples in New Castle County this week. 
This rust disease appears sporadically 
each year, and has a marsh grass alternate 
host. No control is necessary.

Juniper scale crawlers are active in New 
Castle County.  Insecticidal soap, 
horticultural oil, Distance, Talus are 
chemical control options now.  Parasitoids, 
lady beetles and lacewings are predators 
that feed on their crawlers.

Bagworms are out in Sussex County and 
should have started in New Castle County 
by now.  Bacillus thuringiensis kurstaki, 
spinosad and chlorantraniliprole are all 
products that are very effective against 
early instar caterpillars.  Reports from 
Purdue state Safari provides some 
systemic control.

Cooperative Extension has received lots of 
questions about mulch recently (maybe 
due to several Delaware Gardener columns 
related to mulch).  No one reading this 
newsletter should still be piling any type 
of mulch around the trunk of shrubs or 
trees, but we certainly see a lot of that in 
the landscape.  One reader asked about 
using cedar mulch in a newly created 
perennial garden to improve the soil.  It 
was suggested that while cedar mulch 
wouldn’t harm the plants a leaf mulch or 

What's Hot!

INDIAN WAX SCALE:  This particular soft scale has shown up the 
landscape in high numbers the past two years in Delaware.  The 
scales are bright white and usually found attached to twigs or 
stems of a variety of plants such as holly, pyracantha, barberry, 
maple, spirea, plum, hemlock, boxwood, winterberry and others.  
Mature females oviposit between 1000 and 2000 eggs beginning 
in late May.  The eggs hatch in about two to three weeks and the 
reddish colored crawlers often settle on stems and branches 
around the end of June.  Crawlers were active on Monday in 
Georgetown.  After settling, crawlers begin to secrete a wax that 
often appears ornate and may look like a cameo.  The settled 
insects feed and often have a 'dunce-cap' appearance by late-July 
to mid-August.  There are few males of this scale species and 
females mature by mid-September.  There is one generation a 
year in Delaware and some reports state we are near the northern 
edge of this insect's range.  Cold temperatures during the winter 
of 2009 knocked back populations of this scale outside Townsend 
Hall and at a nursery in Maryland.  

In the spring while scouting, remove scales by hand and examine 
the underside.  Indian wax scale has a pink to deep red color on 
the underside if it is alive.  Dead scales remain on stems but often 
are grayish-white compared to live scales.  Additionally, the 
underside may be black or dried-out.  Horticultural oil does not 
provide adequate control of this pest.  Hand--removing scales 
from September through May is one method of control.  
Insecticidal soap, Distance, Talus, dinotefuran and imidacloprid 
are labeled for control.
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Diseases (Continued)

surface water flow patterns, and fungal growth 
can often be seen in the early morning. Perennial 
ryegrass, bluegrass, and the fescues are 
susceptible to this disease. For management, 
avoid high nitrogen (spring fertilizer), avoid 
watering late in the day, remove thatch, and 
improve drainage. Red thread, another common 
spring turf disease has not been seen yet this 
season in the Clinic.

.

IGROW NG
DEGR E DAYE  S

FA  O Ju e  20

S  n  5, 12

F
e Gre

ouse

isch r 
enh

New as
County) =

40 '  = 0)

(
C

tle 

 8
( 11

87

R se ch
u

e te
G org

to
n

e
ar

 & Ed c. C
n

r, 
e

e w

Susse  Co n
 82   '1  =

34

(
x

u ty) =
9 ( 1  9

)

a

C
l

Sw rthmore ol ege

D l w

nt

 ’ 1
8

( e a are Cou
y, PA) = 867 ( 1  = 39)

yard waste mulch would contribute organic matter to the 
soil more effectively, if soil improvement is an important 
goal.  Another person wanted an opinion on rubber mulch 
and stated that its long lasting (many years) characteristic 
was ideal for her garden.  Current sustainable landscaping 
trends all specify that mulch is really a temporary 
component of the garden and only used until the ground 
layer of plants take over.  Clearly there are many home 
landscapes that have shrubs planted far enough apart so 
that yearly mulching is routine, but we should be trying to 
change that aesthetic.  It has hard to recommend rubber 
mulch for anything other than playgrounds and picnic 
areas.  Organic mulches will enhance landscape beds and 
soils over time.  
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