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The recent dry weather has slowed disease development in the 
landscape, but several diseases seem to be increasing 
nevertheless. 

LEAFHOPPERS (Family-Cicadellidae; Order-Hemiptera) are a large 
group of very small insects (1/8in.-3/16in.). All leafhoppers leave 
white cast skins on lower leaf surfaces. Here's some you should 
know:

Aster Leafhopper (aka six spotted leafhopper)-Six spots present 
on adult head, yellow -greenish brown. Usually migrates 
northward in great numbers, but may also overwinter as eggs. 
Many annual and perennial plant hosts are damaged with 
yellowing, white stippling, and leaf distortion. Transmits “Aster 
Yellows”, a disease that causes severe flower distortion and 
stunting, particularly to young plants. 

Potato Leafhopper-Small (1/8 in.) and pale green. 200+ hosts. 
First on alfalfa and other hay crops, then moves to 
perennials/trees after first field cutting. Leaf yellowing, 
distortion and edge browning follows - dubbed “hopper burn” 
for its distinctive look. Damage to maple and birch trees is 
moderate to severe stunting/distortion of foliage often confused 
with herbicide damage due to its rapid onset. Some cvs. of maple 
are resistant. Along with MANY other species, moves bacterial 
leaf scorch disease from plant to plant.

Rose Leafhopper-Pale yellow-creamy white with small black spots 
on thorax/wings. Causes white stippling on foliage of oak, elm, 
hawthorn, raspberry, and all Rosa species/cvs. Three generations 
per year. Overwinters as eggs inserted into rose canes. Damage 
occurs early on rose, peaking in late May- early June, followed by 
dispersal to woody plant hosts for next generations. 

Leafhopper damage may be confused with that of mites 
(stippling is yellow without distortion), thrips (more silvery in 
color and fecal material on upper surface), or lace bugs (fecal 
material on underside of leaves). Infestations happen quickly and 
the damage is already done by the time of detection unless 
scouted early. Look for them on the underside of leaves. 
Horticultural oil “protectants” from migratory flights or adjacent 
field cutting activities are used or neonicotinoids are also 
utilized as are neem and pyrethrins. Foliage damage often goes 
away as leaves expand. Many biological controls exist to keep 
them in check. Avoid over-fertilizing early, as they are attracted 
to lush new growth.

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

What's Hot!
Japanese Maple Scale has been observed in 
high numbers this year in MD, DE, and PA.

As crazy as it sounds, the first Japanese 
Beetles adults might be observed in 
Southern DE this week. However, wait to 
spray until mass emergence occurs  
probably in 2-3 weeks.

Register for the SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPE 
TOUR: OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE NURSERY 
AND LANDSCAPE INDUSTRY on June 18, 
2010 from 10:30 AM to 3:30 PM. Cost is 
$10/person (lunch will be served). The tour 
begins and ends at the College of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources 
Campus, 233 Worrilow Hall.Highlights of 
the tour include the University of Delaware 
Botanic Gardens' Lepidotera trail, the 
Center for the Performing Arts Rain 
Garden, and the Visitor Center and New 
Castle County Cooperative Extension Office 
Landscapes.  These sites will demonstrate 
wildlife habitat, biodiversity, green roof 
plants, rain gardens, bioswales, alternatives 
to lawn, composting and IPM practices. 
Pesticide credits (2), nutrient management 
credits (1) and CNP credits (1) will be 
awarded.
 
Register with Carrie Murphy, NCC 
Cooperative Extension Office, (302) 831- 
2506,  .
 
This tour is funded by Northeast Region 
SARE.

cjmurphy@udel.edu

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
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INSECTS
Casey Sclar
Plant Health Care Leader, Longwood Gardens
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

POWDERY MILDEW on flowering dogwood is very apparent on susceptible trees especially in shaded environments. 
Control is still suggested if the disease level warrants it. 

RUST DISEASES. Several rust diseases mentioned earlier are now in the final stages of symptom development. 
Mayapple rust, which is not really a landscape disease as such, is producing angular yellow spots on the upper 
surface of infected leaves where this native resides. No control is warranted.

PINE NEEDLE RUST caused by Coleosporium  sp. is present on loblolly pines. The tongue-shaped aecia can be seen 
protruding from the infected needles. The spores produced on the needles will infect nearby goldenrod and/or asters. 

GRINDING STUMPS. Typically when a tree is removed from a property, the owner wants to replace it with one or 
more new trees. However, it is important to remember to grind-up the old tree stump
before any new trees are placed in close proximity. There are several root rotting fungi that are capable of becoming 
pathogens to living trees planted nearby. Some of these potential pathogens include Xylaria root rot (Dead Man's 
Fingers), Ganoderma lucidum (Ganoderma root & butt rot) and Armillaria mellea (Armillaria root rot). With a sizable 
food source such as a dead stump, these dead wood decay fungi can eventually become primary pathogens and infect 
live plants. By grinding the stumps the food source is removed and these fungi become less of a threat. (Excerpted 
from Rutgers Plant Pest Advisory Newsletter-Landscape Edition 6-3-2010)
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