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LEAF DISEASES.  The weather continues to be very favorable for 
leaf diseases previously covered--Crabapple scab, anthracnose on 
sycamore and ash, spot anthracnose on flowering dogwood, cedar-
apple rust. Frogeye leafspot on red, silver and Japanese maple is 
caused by a fungus called Phyllosticta and is also very evident. A 
different species of this fungus causes a major leaf disease of 
witchhazel especially the hybrids (Hamamaelis x intermedia 
'Arnold's Promise' and others). Leaf blight of witchhazel causes 
necrotic spots and can kill leaves of susceptible cultivars. The 

BAGWORMS.  Bagworm larvae are hatching, ballooning or feeding.  
Look for the 'dunce-cap' stage of feeding that occurs when larvae 
are very small and carry their bags with them in an upright 
position.  Bagworm hatch occurs between 364 and 710 GDD 
(peaks at 580).  Bagworms are caterpillars that prefer to feed on 
juniper, arborvitae, and Leyland cypress, but will eat a variety of 
other deciduous and coniferous plants.  The bag is made up of 
small pieces of the plant the bagworm is eating and silk.  The bags 
may look like pine cones or parts of the plant; thus it often is 
overlooked until damage becomes severe.        

Larvae feed throughout the summer and begin to pupate around 
mid-August.  Female bagworms pupate but remain in a flightless 
caterpillar-like state and release pheromones to attract males.  
Female bagworms lay 300  to 1,000 eggs in the bag after mating 
and die.  The following summer the overwintering eggs hatch and 
disperse by ballooning on the wind to nearby plants.  Although 
there is only one generation a year, damage may be encountered 
throughout the summer.  

One control tactic is to physically remove the bags late fall 
through spring, but this is often too labor intensive or impractical 
because of tree or shrub size.  Companion plants encourage 
parasitoids to remain in the area to attack bagworm pupae.  Last 
summer, John Wiest and I evaluated the efficacy of Orthene 
(acephate), Dipel (B. thuriengensis 'kurstaki'), Conserve (spinosad) 
and Acelepryn (chlorantraniliprole) applied in late July without 
stickers.  We discovered Acelepryn and Orthene provided similar 
levels of control (> 75%) whereas Conserve and Dipel provided less 
control of large bagworm larvae.  Most bagworm eggs have 
hatched by middle to late June and applications of pesticides 
should be applied by July to target early instars.  Products are 
more effective against smaller, younger caterpillars.  Other 
products available include Confirm, Tempo, Permethrin Pro, or 
other pyrethroids.  

(Continued)

JUNE WEED NOTES.  If you have not done 
so already, apply the second application of 
preemergence crabgrass herbicide (such as 
pendamethalin) to  turf with a crabgrass 
problem.   There may already be crabgrass 
breaks with all the wet weather and a 
postemergence material will be necessary 
in that case (such as fenoxaprop or 
quinclorac).  Wet weather will promote 
yellow nutsedge growth.  Postemergence  
herbicides with activity on nutsedge 
include halsulfuron , sulfentrazone , and 
bentazon.  All 3 can be used in turf; 
halsulfuron and bentazon can be used 
around some landscape plants (check the 
label).  Glyphosate and glufosinate can be 
used as a directed, wiper, or spot spray 
application in landscapes.  Two 
applications are often needed with 
bentazon, glyphosate, or glufosinate for 
effective nutsedge control.   Summer 

(Continued)

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

What's Hot!
We have received several more samples of 
ash rust on green ash from communities 
that are heavily planted with ash as a 
street tree. The orange pustules and 
deformed leaves and petioles are very 
obvious but should not pose any long term 
threat to the trees' health. There is a fact 
sheet at 

 
http://ag.udel.edu/extension/horticulture/
pdf/pp/pp-46.pdf
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annual weed escapes in 
landscape beds will be evident.  
Hand weeding is often the only 
option.  Directed applications 
of glyphosate, glufosinate, or 
pelargonic acid herbicides can 
be used where there is space 
between desirable plants.  Post 
emergence grass herbicides 
(fenoxaprop, clethodim, 
fluazifop-P-butyl, and 
sethoxydim) can be used over 
the top of many landscape 
plants where annual grass 
weeds are dominant.  

spots are irregular but when they coalesce they can blight entire leaves, often 
confused as leaf scorch from drought. In wet years like this, it can disfigure 
the shrubs. In most cases it is too late for fungicide control but raking and 
composting of infected leaves may reduce the amount of fungus for next 
season.

BACTERIAL SHOOT BLIGHT or Syringae blight is caused by a bacterium 
Pseudomonas syringae and its many pathovars. It can cause leaf spots, blights 
and cankers on susceptible hosts. This disease has been very active in the 
landscape on many hosts especially lilac, cherries, rose, apple, pear, willow, 
and photinia. Sometimes the damage on cherries and lilac can resemble fire 
blight on apple. On green twigs, lesions can appear as black streaks. On lilac, 
green shoots die, turn black and shrivel. Leaf spots are irregularly shaped, 
brown and often with yellow halos. Once the dieback dries out, the damaged 
stems can be pruned out. There are no effective chemical controls in the 
landscape. Applications of copper containing fungicides and streptomycin 
could reduce epiphytic populations of the bacteria in production nurseries 
during wet seasons, but for the homeowner it is probably best to wait it out 
and prune.
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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