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PHOMA STEM BLIGHT on vinca or periwinkle is prevalent with the 
favorable wet, cool weather earlier the spring. Look for gray-green 
foliage and black stems. Remove dead stems; plants often recover 
by producing new stems and filling in dead spots. Increase air 
movement to help drying by thinning out beds and pruning 
trees/shrubs to reduce dense shade. Fungicides help if applied 
early in the spring and repeated until dry weather comes. 
Fungicides with thiophanate-methyl (Bonomyl), mancozeb and 
copper should provide some control. Check fungicide labels for 
more information.

Old fireblight damage to crabapple, pear, 
hawthorn and other rosaceous hosts is 
coming in to the diagnostic lab. Prune out 
dead twigs about 10-12 inches below the 
damaged area at a bud or branch crotch. 
With recent heat, the damaged areas 
should be pretty dry. Disinfect pruners 
between cuts with rubbing alcohol, 10% 
bleach solution, Lysol or some other 
disinfectant. 

Tubakia leaf spot on oak has been seen 
early this year. It is common on the red 
oaks and pin oaks, late in the season on 
stressed trees. Control is usually not 
necessary. Rake up and discard fallen 
leaves.

What's Hot!
HEMLOCK WOOLLY ADELGID (HWA) have completed their 100% 
egg hatch stage in our area [GDD: 505-676 (Avg. 591) and petal 
fall of Cornus kousa (Kousa dogwood)although it is still in full 
bloom in our area right now]. HWA crawlers appear as small black 
flecks along the needles. They settle and feed at needle bases. 
The white cottony sacks that were the adults will now fade away. 
HWA does little in the heat of summer, and often appears dead. 
Cool temperatures in September cause sistens nymphs to resume 
feeding and swell up.

Adelgid populations can be managed successfully with sprays of 
horticultural oil at 1-2% (v:v). Soil-applied neonicotinoids like 
Merit (imidacloprid)--typically soil injected in the fall or Safari 
(dinotefuran)--can be spring applied and found in the foliage in as 
little as three weeks.  Be careful using imidacloprid on hemlocks 
since only HWA is controlled. Elongate hemlock scale is not 
generally affected. 

Hemlocks thrive in low pH, high organic matter environments 
with ample moisture. Provide supplemental water to mature 
hemlocks during the summer season and don't fertilize infested 
hemlocks.  Nitrogen will increase mite, scale, and adelgid 
populations. In fact, Spruce spider mite and hemlock rust mite 
populations have found to be stimulated by imidacloprid 
applications to hemlock. Government introduced biological 
controls for HWA in forested situations have not established 
widely yet. They are cost prohibitive to buy commercially, for use 
in the landscape. However, the multi-colored Asian ladybeetle 
(Harmonia axyridis) is an effective predator of HWA. This is ironic 
because of its nuisance pest status as a home invader in winter 
and spring.

(Continued)
View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/
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WEEDS
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GROWTH REGULATOR HERBICIDES.  Two 
common growth regulator herbicides, 2,4-
D and dicamba, are used extensively for 
control of broadleaf weeds in turf and are 
commonly included in broadleaf herbicide 
formulations. Unfortunately, they can also 
damage nearby trees, shrubs, and 
perennials if not used correctly. 
Application in hot weather will increase 
the risk of off-target effects because of the 
potential for volatilization.  A common 
symptom of injury from these herbicides 
is epinastic growth: foliage or stems that 
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POWDERY MILDEW is beginning to appear on 
other hosts beside flowering dogwood. Powdery 
mildew is not generally lethal to plants but can 
disfigure them significantly. Plant resistant 
cultivars, if possible.  A wide range of products 
will provide control. Homeowners can use 
Immunox, Infuse, Bayer Advanced Tree, Shrub 
and Flower Disease Control, Bonomyl, and 
others. I have had very good success with 
applications of 1% solutions of Sunspray 
horticultural oil, neem oil (Triact), and potassium 
bicarbonate, (Remedy, Kaligreen). Commercial 
applicators can use Eagle, Cleary's 3336, Spectro, 
Banner MAXX, Heritage, Compass and others. 
The best control will be achieved if you begin 
applications at the first sign of disease.

Diseases (Continued)

are abnormally twisted, cupped, strapped, fan shaped with 
abnormal vein orientation, or otherwise distorted. There 
commonly is a twisting of petioles resulting leaves turning 
upside down. Tree species that are the most sensitive to 
2,4-D injury include boxelder, birch, green ash, 
honeylocust, walnut, poplar, littleleaf linden and elm.  

Dicamba injury is similar to 2,4-D but with other possible 
symptoms including proliferation of short shoots or 
swelling of the shoot. Dicamba injury frequently occurs 
from root uptake if applicators ignore the precaution that 
this herbicide should not be applied within the dripline of 
trees. Tree species that are most sensitive to dicamba 
include: boxelder, birch, catalpa, honeylocust, apple (and 
crabapple), redbud, spruce, poplar, oaks, littleleaf linden 
and lilacs.  Many annuals and perennials, vegetables 
(tomato, cucurbits, beans), and fruits (grapes in particular) 
are also highly susceptible to drift from these herbicides.

Weeds (Continued)
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