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DISCULA ANTHRACNOSE is present on flowering dogwoods in 
sites favorable for the disease. Look for irregular angular spots 
with purple-red borders and tan centers or on some trees blighted 
brown leaves. Usually this disease results in a leaf spot problem 
only on trees in lawns. Pruning out suckers, which are prime 
infection sites, can prevent the canker phase of the disease. It is 

Symptoms of Verticillium wilt on infected 
plants are starting to show up with the 
heat.

Soft scale insects are beginning egg laying.  
Wait until  complete egg hatch to spray 
with Hort oils.

Contact Brian Kunkel (bakunkel@udel.edu) 
with information about Brown 
marmorated stink bugs. Are they 
'pestering your operations'? Brian is 
looking for populations of this insect 
damaging horticultural crops along with 
infestations of Japanese maple scale, white 
prunicola scale, or euonymus scale.  Please 
contact with information if these have 
been found on trees, shrubs, in 
greenhouses, on cuttings, etc.

White clover is in bloom now and 
attracting bees to home lawns. Since clover 
fixes N, you will often find it in low 
fertility lawns.  It is also common in 
closely mowed lawns.  To discourage 
clover, raise the mowing height and 
fertilize lightly.  The denser the stand of 
turf, the less likely there will be a clover 
problem.  For control with a broad leaved 
herbicide, use triclopyr, clopyralid (not 
labeled for residential turf), quinclorac and 
fluroxypyr.

What's Hot!
HIBISCUS SAWFLY.  With more Hibiscus in perennial borders, the 
hibiscus sawfly (Atomacera decepta) has also become more 
prevalent. Damage on plants ranges from light skeletonization of 
leaves to complete removal of all leaf areas except the veins. 
While damage is most prevalent by Mid-July, do me a favor and 
start scouting for them now. I am late getting to this pest every 
year and cannot continue to tout “Hibiscus lanceolata 
'Degredata'” to the skeptics…

But seriously, as the insect's scientific name implies, there is a 
great deal that is “deceptive” about this pest. The exact method of 
overwintering is not known in our area  although a quick scan 
revealed that closely related species over winter as pupae. Eggs 
are laid beginning in May in our area by small (3/16”) black wasps 
with one orange spot on their thorax. The larvae are light green 
with 6-8 rows of dark spots on their back and range up to ½” in 
length. They have an uncanny ability to blend in with the leaves  
until there is no leaf left to blend in with! They pupate on the 
lower stems and soil surface in ½” straw-colored “cocoons”. Able 
to complete its life cycle in 28 days - several generations can 
occur per year in the Mid-Atlantic Region.

Hibiscus lasiocarpus cultivars (particularly the 'Baltimore', 'Luna', 
and 'Belle' series) H. militaris, H. moscheutos, and H. palustris are 
particularly susceptible. All woody Hibsicus (H. syriacus and H. 
rosa-sinensis) are reportedly resistant. Other ornamental mallows 
may also be fed upon to varying degrees. Researchers in 
Mississippi identified Hibiscus acetosella, H. aculeatus, and H. 
grandiflora as having some resistance/tolerance in their studies.

Control options  other than resistant species include the use of 
neem (azadirachtin) products, Conserve (spinosad), or other 
chewing insect controls (pyrethroids, etc.). Neonicotinoid 
drenches may provide control if applied early enough in the 
season, but B.t.'s will be ineffective  as they are wasps, not moths 
or butterflies as adults.
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Extension Horticulturist

Cooperative Extension
Townsend Hall
Newark, Delaware 19717

Diseases (Continued)

not too late to apply a fungicide such Banner Maxx, Eagle, thiophanate-methyl, Daconil 2787, Spectro or other 
labeled fungicide to protect healthy leaves, especially if this hot, humid weather persists. Homeowners can use 
Immunox, Infuse, Bayer Advanced Rose, Tree and Shrub Fungicide and Daconil.

RED THREAD. On turf be on the lookout for red thread to appear after the rains that came in the northern parts of 
the state. It is generally not worth spraying, but if you have had troubles with it in the past a preventative fungicide 
application may be worth it. Look for the coral red threads intertwined with the leaf blades and often growing from 
the cut ends of the turf. Sometimes a light fertilizer application 0.25-0.5 lb of actual nitrogen/1000 sq ft will help the 
turf grow out of the disease without any fungicide application. I have also seen the gray slime mold growing in 
patches on turf. This is not a disease; normal grass cutting will remove it. What you are seeing are the powdery 
spores (reproductive stage) of this primitive fungus. 
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