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WINTER DAMAGE REPORT. Broadleaved evergreens with marginal 
leaf browning at this time of the year are probably suffering from 
winter damage. So far I have seen Mahonia, English holly hybrids, 
and a rhododendron with winter damage. Boxwood, Japanese 
holly, and a few yews have been seen with scattered dead branch 
tips. This is also winter damage. Trees and shrubs that are in wind 

Website for Hotline photos is: 

Hotline issues from previous years can also 
be found on this site.

Storm and snow damage has resulted in 
many broken limbs throughout the state.  
This has provided an opportunity for lots of 
clean up.  Be sure to prune off broken limbs 
following natural target pruning guidelines, 
pruning outside the branch bark collar and 
avoiding damaging trunk tissue whenever 
possible.  Some hanging branches have 
already significantly torn away trunk tissue.  
In those cases, remove all the loose bark so 
the tree or shrub can start producing callus 
to seal off the wound.

The spring season is upon us-- so be sure to 
have equipment checked for leaks, cracks or 
clogged nozzles and hoses.  Calibrate 
equipment to ensure the correct rates of 
pesticides are being applied to target 
locations.  Sharpen your tools and mower 
blades now at the start of the season and 
keep sharpening them regularly.  It doesn't 
take much time if you make it part of your 
routine and it is much more efficient to use 
sharp tools.

Cooperative extension offices have received 
questions about whether mulch or compost is 
better to use around plants as people clean 
up for spring.  There is no quick answer to 
that question.  If the purpose of adding an 

http://sites.udel.edu/ornamentals/

What's Hot!

EASTERN TENT CATERPILLAR:  Spring is slowly creeping into 'full 
bloom' with warmer temperatures on the horizon.  One of our 
first insect pests to watch for are eastern tent caterpillars which 
emerge from egg masses during 13  160 [59 peak] GDD , migrate 50

to forks in tree branches and form their tents.  They have a black 
background with tan-colored hairs, irregular blue markings, a 
white stripe down the back and the white stripe has a yellowish-
tan stripe on either side.  Their preferred food are wild cherry 
leaves, but also readily eat crabapple, ornamental apple, plum, 
peach, and occasionally birch or ash leaves.  Caterpillars feed 
from 2  598 GDD or while Cornus florida is in full bloom before 50 

they mature and leave the tree to search for a suitable location to 
pupate.  After females moths emerge and mate, they lay eggs in 
small gray foam-like masses onto small diameter branches or 
twigs.  

A number of natural enemies such as assassin bugs, parasitoids, 
and birds help keep the insect under control.  A naturally 
occurring virus also helps reduce their populations.  Tearing the 
tent to expose larvae to birds and insect predators or parasitoids 
provides some control.  Pruning out egg masses is an effective 
cultural method to control eastern tent caterpillar.  Some 
compounds used to control eastern tent caterpillar include:  
insecticidal soap, B. thuringiensis (Dipel), spinosad (Conserve), 
chlorantraniliprole (Acelepryn), or pyrethroid products such as 
bifenthrin.  Applications when the larvae are small increases 
efficacy and applications should cover both the foliage and the 
tent.  

RESEARCH:  I am looking for sources of euonymus scale, white 
prunicola scale, or Japanese maple scale.  I also would be 
interested in hearing about greenhouse operators or nurseries 
experience problems with brown marmorated stink bugs.  I will 
need the same stink bugs for trials I will be working on this spring  
fall.
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exposed or south facing sites usually have the 
most damage if it is going to occur. Prune out the 
dead branch tips or remove damaged leaves. It 
may be better to wait until new growth begins so 
you can see how much is actually dead. This 
winter, like last winter, it stayed cold throughout 
the entire season. This is actually better for our 
plants than the widely fluctuating winter 
temperatures we can experience here in 
Delaware, which leads to extensive winter 
damage. In general, except for the snow and ice 
breakage that occurred, most broadleaved 
evergreens look pretty good. For two winters in a 
row I am impressed with the ability of Norway 
spruce to hold up to snow loads. 
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amendment is to improve the soil structure, compost 
should be the definite choice.  If it can be tilled in, all the 
better, but a surface application is still useful.  It the 
purpose of adding organic matter is to provide a neat 
surface around plants and reduce weeds in landscape 
beds, composted hardwood bark mulch is probably the 
better choice.  It decomposes slower than compost and 
is less likely to provide a medium for weed seed 
germination.  If the budget is tight and compost is 
readily available, it can be used successfully as a mulch.  
But, it won’t last long and when weed seeds blow in, they 
can germinate pretty readily in the compost. Bottom line:  
Understand the purpose of the organic matter before 
deciding which product is better for your application.
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