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on pests & practices covered in this 
newsletter, call your County Extension Office

Garden Line
     (for home gardeners only)
New Castle County Extension
Kent County Extension
Sussex County Extension

831-8862

831-2506
730-4000
856-7303

Helpful numbers to know:
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WINTER DAMAGE. Winter damage on broadleaved evergreens 
appears to be minimal. I have seen browning of leaf margins on 
exposed Mahonia, but most rhododendrons, English hollies, and 
evergreen magnolias look good so far. The constant cold weather 
we experienced is better on broadleaved evergreens than \wide 
fluctuations of temperature. Most of the damage is from the 
heavy snow (see storm damage). White pine was damaged the 
most. Norway spruce was very adaptable to the snow loads and 
escaped the branch damage. Wet snow loads also helped identify 
root rots. Heavy snow-laden evergreens were uprooted rather than 
being broken by the weight. Trees with poor root systems because 
of limited rooting space, compaction, mechanical damage, and 
disease were uprooted. When replanting, pay attention to site 
conditions and plant the best plant for the site. 

ARTILLARY FUNGUS. Mulch is great when applied properly, but 
hardwood bark much and chips can support the annoying artillery 

Website for Hotline photos is: 

 Hotline issues from previous years can also 
be found on this blogsite.

So far the bulk of the questions  in the 
county offices deal with winter damage.  For 
plants with burned foliage, wait and see 
happens this spring.  While broadleaved 
evergreens faired better than in some years, 
plants close to roadways may have been 
injured by salt spray.  Existing foliage may be 
brown, but when new buds emerge, that new 
foliage may cover the damaged foliage 
(which will fall off eventually).  Don’t prune 
until you see what leafs out properly.

Specimens brought into the county office 
(New Castle County) have included many 
invasive plants.  Homeowners are becoming 
more aware of this problem and may be 
receptive to removal and replacement with 
native or otherwise better plant choices.  

http://ornamentaldiagnostics.blogspot.com

What's Hot!
APHIDS are one of the most common insect pests found 
throughout the growing season.  Aphids vary in color from reds, 
yellows, black, to various shades of green but all are small and 
produce copious amounts of honeydew that can induce the 
growth of sooty mold. Aphids are pear shaped and have two tube-
like projections off the posterior called cornicles.  They usually 
reproduce asexually, have multiple generations per year, and may 
have wings.  Winged adult forms disperse to summer hosts.  
Aphid damage appears as distorted foliage, yellowing or curling 
and is often associated with high populations.  Some aphid 
species are woolly and some induce the plants to form galls.

GREEN PEACH APHIDS are commonly found in our area and feed 
on fruit trees, vegetables, and many ornamental.  This aphid is 
also a greenhouse pest.   WOOLLY BEECH APHIDS are common in 
the landscape feeding on beech trees but cause little damage to 
the trees.  Another aphid encountered more frequently the past 
few years has been the WITCHAZEL GALL APHID on birches.  This 
aphid causes distortion and discoloration of terminal leaves. 

Lady beetles, lacewings, syrphid larvae and parasitoids are natural 
enemies attacking aphids in landscape situations and often find 
their way into greenhouses to feed on aphids found there.  
Control products for aphids include insecticidal soap, Endeavor 
(pymetrozine), Aria (Flonicamid), Safari (dinotefuran), Azatin 
(azadirachtin), BontaniGuard (Beauveria bassiana), Tristar 
(Acetamiprid) and pyrethroids.

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

(Continued)

STORM  DAMAGE.  Remove all broken 
limbs by cutting just outside the branch 
collar.  Do not leave branch stubs because 
they encourage rot and decay.  When the 
weight of the limb has torn a section of the 
trunk away, the damage is more severe.  
Depending on the size of the wound, 
overall health of the tree, and value to the 
landscape, these trees can be saved by 
trimming off all the loose tissue with a 
sharp knife.  Do not remove healthy, tight 

(Continued)

View pictures at http://ornamental
diagnostics.blogspot.com/

INSECTS
Brian Kunkel
Ornamental IPM Specialist

CULTURE
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Diseases (Continued)

bark.  Do not use a wound dressing, simply allow the tree to grow 
callus that will eventually cover the wound. To avoid stripping the 
healthy bark from the trunk when a heavy broken limb is removed, 
use the 3-step pruning procedure (under cut, top cut outside the 
bottom cut, and stub removal).  

Trees with split trunks or major limb forks can only be salvaged if 
the split is extremely small.  Prune off one side and allow the other 
side to become the new leader  A split can be braced, but it will 
always be a weak spot in a tree.  Some small to medium-sized trees 
may have been uprooted.  Straighten these trees and brace them with 
guys or stakes only if one-half to one-third of the tree's original root 
system is still in the soil and the remaining exposed roots are 
relatively compact and undisturbed. 

Now (late winter to early spring) is the time to complete all corrective 
pruning to improve the shape of damaged trees. 

fungus (Sphaerobolus). This fungus 
produces sticky spores that are forcibly 
shot from the fungus and stick to siding, 
cars and anything else in their way. The 
stain that is left behind is nearly 
impossible to remove. Research is 
underway at Penn State to look at 
possible controls and they have found 
that blending 40% used mushroom 
compost with landscape mulch greatly 
suppresses the artillery fungus, 
providing a “green” and environmentally 
friendly solution. For more information 
in a Q & A format go to: 

. We will have some 
information up soon at 

 

http://www.personal.psu.edu/faculty/d/
d/ddd2/index.html

http://ag.udel.edu/plantclinic
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