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DISEASE RESISTANT  “ NO-SPRAY” ROSES.  Roses are difficult to 
grow due to susceptibility to many diseases and pests, among 
them black spot.  Some new cultivars are being marketed with 
resistance to black spot and some other diseases.  Very popular 
now are the 'Knockout' red, pink and yellows, being marketed as 
“no-spray” roses.  Research at the University of Tennessee by 
plant pathologist Dr. Mark Windham has shown that many roses 
that claim to be disease resistant may not be problem free.  In 
tests of 64 cultivars, some of the new releases, including 
'Knockout' show a marked tolerance to black spot and 
Cercospora leaf spot, but will get an occasional, less distinct 
spot.  These cultivars also show some yellowing of lower leaves 
under stress such as drought.  Disease resistant cultivars are 
also still affected by aphids and mites, so keep scouting for 
those pests.  Continue to tend your new rose cultivars, remove 
affected foliage, and remember they are not completely worry 
free.

Galls often cause alarm among 
homeowners.  Marginal fold gall and vein 
pocket gall are galls caused by midge 
feeding and rarely affect the health of the 
trees.  The leaves may have some 
distortion but chemical control is seldom 
warranted.  Succulent oak gall was found 
on pin oaks and is caused by a small wasp.  
Wooly galls were also found on oaks and 
are caused by either wasps or eriophyid 
mites.

Steve Cook from Heritage Lawn and 
Landscape Care has observed gypsy moth 
caterpillars hatching in south central PA.  
He saw a marked upturn in infestation 
reports last season and it appears that the 
stage is set for significant problems this 
year. 
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Issues 6 and 7 included information about 
undesirable perennial grasses in turf-type 
tall fescue including coarse pasture 
varieties of tall fescue such as KY31, 
orchardgrass (Dactylis glomerata), rough 
bluegrass (Poa trivialis), and creeping 
bentgrass (Agrostis palustris). 

Unfortunately, there currently are no 
registered postemergence selective 
herbicides for the control of these 

OYSTERSHELL SCALE.   This scale insect is a common 
polyphagous pest in ornamental landscapes and feeds on plants 
found in 33 different families.  Plants include lilac, dogwood, 
ash, maple, beech, birch and elm.  The small (2.5 mm) grayish 
brown insect looks like miniature oysters on the bark of host 
plants.  The tiny white eggs overwinter underneath the female's 
waxy covering and hatch into crawlers in late May to early June.  
Crawlers begin to be active at 305 - 799 [445 average peak] GDD 
or when Syringa pubescens spp. patula 'Miss-Kim' is in full 
bloom.  The insects mature from mid-summer to early fall.  
When the scales mature, males emerge, locate females, mate and 
die.  Males are usually active during late June through early July.  
Females mate and lay between 20  and 100 eggs.  Infested trees 
can become incrusted with this scale insect to the extent that 
stem or branch dieback occurs.  A number of natural enemies, 
such as lady beetles and parasitoids attack oystershell scale.  
Horticultural oil or insecticidal soap provide control while 
preserving natural enemies and are best applied when crawlers 
are active.   Other chemical options include pyrethroids such as 
deltamethrin, cyfluthrin, or the insect growth regulator 
Distance.



Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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perennial grass weeds in turf-type tall fescue.  Small patches of bunch 
grasses such as pasture-type tall fescue and orchardgrass should be dug 
out with a shovel and then the holes filled and reseeded.  For larger 
infested areas, spot application of non-selective glyphosate herbicide is 
recommended for control followed by reseeding.  Control of the 
spreading grasses, rough bluegrass and creeping bentgrass, is 
accomplished by two or more sequential applications of glyphosate 
followed by reseeding after full control.  This may take several months.  
Applications should be made to young, fully green, actively growing 
plants that are not under stress.  For severely infested turf, complete 
renovation of the whole area with multiple applications of glyphosate 
followed by reseeding may be required.

A new herbicide may be registered in 2007 for use in turf called 
Outplay.  It contains mesotrione as the active ingredient and will be an 
excellent selective control for creeping bentgrass in turf-type tall fescue.
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Some of the best in the Tennessee 
trials include: 
Yellow:   'Carefree Sunshine' and 

  ‘Topaz Jewel’
Red:        'Homerun' and 'Knockout’
Pink:       'Hansa', 'Pink Knockout' and    

   'Wildberry’
White:     'Snowcone' and “Wildspice'
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