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ANTHRACNOSE on white ash and Chinese Fringetree  
(Chionanthus retusis) was observed in the Newark area. These 
diseases are caused by the same Discula fungus and have similar 
symptoms. Look for curled, deformed leaves or leaflets and 
brown necrotic areas. Some defoliation can result when infection 
is heavy but control is rarely needed unless the trees are stressed 
from other factors. Many ash trees were infected last season with 
ash rust and had varying amounts of defoliation. Ash rust has 
not appeared yet, at least on the trees I have been checking.

POWDERY MILDEW on flowering dogwood was spotted on May 14 
in the UDBG. This is pretty early and if you have trees that are 
infected year in and year out now is the time to apply the first 
preventative application of fungicide. Immunox, Infuse, Bayer 
Advanced Disease Control  for Roses, Flowers and  Shrubs, as 
well as 1% solutions of horticultural oil or neem oil, and Remedy 
(potassium bicarbonate) will provide control if applied every 2-3 

Boxwood Spider mite nymphs were 
observed last week on common box.

Jacob Hartman of PA Cub Scout Troop 131 
recorded the first boxwood leafminer 
adult emergence sighting last week (you're 
never too young or too old to scout!)

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid egg hatch is 
underway  but wait for Kousa Dogwood 
bloom for best results.

Garlic mustard has flowered and set seed.  
You can handpull now but remove plants 
from the site or  wait until next winter for 
another treatment window.

Lace bug nymphs are active on azaleas.

Sycamore anthracnose has finally arrived . 
Our native sycamores can handle the 
infections as long as the trees are in 
reasonably good health.  

Bagworm hatch was reported by a 
subscriber.  This is really early, but it is 
worth keeping your eyes open, especially 
in south facing locations.

What's Hot!
BOXWOOD PSYLLID AND BOXWOOD LEAFMINER. These two pests 
of the “job security shrub” often plague landscape managers at 
this time of year…

Boxwood Psyllid (Cacopsylla buxi) has one generation per year 
and overwinters as an egg laid in bud scales. Egg hatch is timed 
with leaf bud break (about 139 GDD). The Penn-Del IPM Research 
Group data indicates hatch between 75-402 GDD and also records 
adults between 172-1758 GDD (avg. = 568). Young psyllid nymphs 
begin feeding and excrete white waxy material (called “lerps”) 
that covers affected leaves and provides protection for them. 
Psyllid-damaged plants have cup-shaped leaves that persist on 
the plant. Other than the cupping (which may be aesthetically 
unsuitable to clients), no permanent damage occurs.

Boxwood Leafminer (Monarthropalpus flavus) is a small fly with 
one generation per year. Yellow larvae overwinter within the 
leaves of infected plants. In spring, these maggots continue to 
develop and turn into orange-colored pupae. Infected leaves look 
blistered in appearance now and breaking them open reveals the 
presence of 1-3 wriggling pupae inside. Adults will typically 
emerge between 192-796 GDD (avg. =366) and can be monitored 
with yellow sticky cards or by tap sampling. Bloom of Weigela  
may be a phenological indicator for this. Scouting for egg-laying 
scars and overwintering larvae takes place in summer-fall.
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Control of boxwood psyllid can be as 
simple as no treatment (tolerating damage) 
or by applying sprays of horticultural oil 
directed at the young nymphs. Control of 
boxwood leafminer can be achieved by 
planting/maintaining a resistant variety of 
boxwood. The University of Maryland's 
research indicated that Buxus 
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weeks from now until early August. Commercial applicators can 
use any of the products labeled for powdery mildew. The 
disease is easy to control if you start when the disease is first 
seen.

CEDAR-QUINCE RUST has been identified on junipers recently. 
Juniperus virginiana 'Emerald Sentinel' and J. horizontalis 
cultivars were infected and the bright orange jelly like masses 
were evident on the infected stems. Pruning out the infected 
stems is the best control if only a few stems are infected. Last 
year was a banner year for many rust diseases and infection of 
the junipers occurred last July sometime. If cedar-quince rust is 
a problem on the alternate hosts, Hawthorn and Amelanchier, 
spray them when in flower to protect the fruit from being 
infected. Usually two fungicide applications are necessary 
spaced 10- 14 days apart. If the junipers need protection they 
should be sprayed sometime in late June or July when the 
spores are being released from infected Hawthorns or 
Amelanchiers. 

Insects (Continued) Diseases (Continued)

sempervirens 'Handsworthiensis', B. semp. 
'Vardar Valley', and B. semp. 'Memorial' were 
resistant, while B. semp. 'Myrtifolia' and 
Buxus microphylla 'National' were quite 
susceptible to leafminer. Sprays of an 
insecticide (i.e. Avid or Conserve, several 
others) directed at adult flight periods is 
another leafminer management method. 

Soil neonicotinoid systemic insecticides 
such as Merit (imidacloprid) or Safari 
(dinotefuran) are another option for both 
pests. We have been conducting a trial using 
fall applications of these products with very 
fast uptake by dinotefuran. We are 
continuing this work to see how long the 
products remain in plant tissue and to 
observe outbreaks of boxwood spider mite  
which has been noted with these treatments 
previously. 
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