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RHABDOCLINE NEEDLECAST was observed in New Castle county 
last week in a planting of Douglas fir Christmas trees. This is an 
important disease to know and control if you grow Douglas fir in 
Christmas tree plantings or nurseries. Only Douglas fir is 
susceptible to this needlecast. Badly infected trees will lose a 
considerable number of one and two year old needles. The plant 
tissue covering the spore- bearing structures is just splitting and 
the buds are emerging in his area, so the timing is right for a 
treatment. Now would be a good time to scout plantings for 
symptoms and treat if the disease is found. Landscape trees 
should be scouted but the disease is not usually seen in 
landscapes unless there is high humidity or poor air movement. 
Bravo Weather Stik or other labeled formulation of Bravo or 
Daconil (chlorothalonil) is the least expensive and effective 
fungicide if applied at the proper time. Foliage should be 
completely covered. Three fungicide applications are generally 
recommended. The first should be made when at least 50% of the 
buds have broken and the new growth is 1/2 inch long. Make two 

Low levels of frogeye leafspot on 
crabapple in the Newark area. Look for 
light brown spots with red-brown borders 
on the leaves of apple and crabapple trees. 
This fungus disease is caused by 
Botryosphaeria obtusa (overwinters on 
infected mummified fruit and on twig 
cankers). Fungicides for scab control 
should control frogeye as well if needed.

What's Hot!
HONEY BEES.  Something is killing honey bee colonies. We need 

rdbe concerned because 1/3  of our diet depends on pollination 
services of these winged insects. Without sufficient bee 
populations, familiar foods like berries & nuts, fruit such as 
apples and cherries and vine crops like watermelon and 
cucumber might be more costly or less available. 

Dubbed Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD), the adult bees disappear 
with subsequent colony collapse. Surviving colonies do not 
expand with the spring season to produce large populations of 
forager bees needed to pollinate the flowers of crops and the wild 
flowers in our fields and forests. Losses are estimated as high as 
¼ of all managed bee colonies in the U.S., over 500,000 colonies 
lost in the last 6 months. Penn State & UD scientists are 
attempting to document losses; in DE “normal” winter loss is 
ranging to 22% except for 3 beekeepers who lost over 50% and PA 
losses are pegged at 49%, based on a state-wide survey. Native 
pollinator populations are not similarly affected.

What is happening to the adult bees? Theories being investigated 
by the CCD task force,  led by Penn State pathologist Diana Cox-
Foster and USDA bee scientist Jeff Pettis of Beltsville, include 
environmental stress, pesticide chemicals and bee diseases. We 
are moving on to some experiments to determine what might be 
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CULTURAL
Gordon  Johnson
Agricultural Agent, Kent County
Pasture types of tall fescue will be coarser, 
more bunching, and taller,  than turf 
varieties.  Orchardgrass is a coarse pasture 
grass.  It has flattened sheaths, blue-green 
color, and leaf blades 1/4-1/2 inch wide.  
It grows in bunches and is upright. Rough 
bluegrass is a perennial that spreads by 
stolons and seed.  Leaves are light green, 
1/8 inch wide, with the typical boat-
shaped tip of bluegrasses. The seedhead is 
a panicle.  It is larger that annual 
bluegrass, growing in patches, and can be 
differentiated by its stolons. Creeping 
bentgass has blue-green leaves that are 
flat, 1/8 inch wide, with pointed tips and 
prominent veins.  Seed heads are purplish, 
compressed panicles occurring in mid 
spring.  It spreads by vigorous stolons and 
forms dense patches of fine-textured 
grass.  These perennial grasses are 
introduced from contaminated seed 
sources, plants in seed at adjacent sites, or 
seed carried by mowers, workers, and 
equipment.

INSECTS
Dewey Caron
Extension Entomologist



Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist
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more applications at two to three week intervals 
after the first.

DRY WEATHER.  The recent dry spell and low 
humidity levels are slowing down disease 
development. Sycamores look very healthy and no 
anthracnose has been seen yet, so the bud blight 
phase should not occur this season. Many tree leaves 
are still expanding and are looking very healthy. As 
mentioned last week, crabapple scab was seen but is 
not increasing in severity at the present time. 

VOLUTELLA BLIGHT on pachysandra was diagnosed 
in beds exposed to full sun due to the loss of a 
shade tree. Remove the blighted stems and fertilize 
the beds with a ½ lb of nitrogen/1000 sq ft to help 
them recover. Fungicides are not likely to provide 
any control at this point.

Insects (Continued) Diseases (Continued)

weakening the bee's immune system resulting in heavy 
losses of adults and the collapse of the entire colony 
as too few survivors remain to grow the colony unit. 
The key seems to be understanding why the bees 
contact so many pathogenic organisms during 
collapse.

The CCD symptoms are different from normal winter 
losses (starvation or populations too small to survive 
winter weather fluctuations), in that the adults have 
disappeared from the colony itself. Honey and pollen 
stores remain, indicating it is not starvation, and 
curiously, hive scavengers such as wax moth and small 
hive beetle delay their appearance when colonies are 
depleted. We are NOT investigating cell phone or other 
methods of electromagnetic pollution nor global 
warming, ozone depletion or Supreme being rapture. 
Are honey bees the 'canaries in the gold mine' trying 
to tell us something is unhealthy in our environment? 
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