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SPOT ANTHRACNOSE. On a recent plant walk I saw spot 
anthracnose on the petals (bracts) of flowering dogwood, Cornus 
florida, for the first time this spring. This is the first disease of 
the spring on this host. This fungus will produce very small (1/8 
in.) spots with purple red borders. Spots can be numerous. 
During wet weather, spores from the bracts can infect the leaves 
producing numerous small spots. This disease is mostly cosmetic 
but can be controlled with fungicide sprays of Daconil 
(chlorothalonil), myclobutanil (Eagle, Immunox), Heritage, 
Cleary's 3336 (thiophanate-methyl) and other labeled fungicides.

CRABAPPLE SCAB was found on a susceptible tree in the UDBG 
here in Newark. The rain of last Friday was the weather event 
leading to infection. If control is necessary, now would be a good 
time to apply a fungicide. 

PINE NEEDLE RUST on Loblolly pine was observed in a native 
plant area of the UDBG. This needle rust is Coleosporium rust 

Anthracnose was found on old leaves of 
ivy, Hedera helix.  Symptoms are gray 
spots with reddish brown borders. Prune 
out damaged leaves/stems to reduce 
visual damage and reduce spore 
production. 

Winter-damaged specimens of Leyland 
cypress, Japanese holly and English holly 
hybrids continue to flood the diagnostic 
lab. Prune out damaged branches now.

Hawthorn lacebug adults have returned to 
cotoneaster. Monitor and treat now to 
avoid problems later. Materials such as 
horticultural oil will be effective on early 
season populations.

Continue to look for activity of Spruce 
Spider mite. Full Bloom of Horsechestnut 
and/or Serviceberry are good plant 
phenological indicators for spring 
population egg hatch.  Forbid is another 
control option.

What's Hot!
HAWTHORN LEAFMINER/ HAWTHORN LEAFMINING SAWFLY/ 
CHERRY SAWFLY.  A pest with many common names - Profenusa 
canadensis  has become quite active in our area over the last few 
years. It is quite commonly found on several hawthorn 
(Crataegus) species/cultivars. Damage begins as small, brown 
spots on leaves and grows to blotches that may take up 1/2-3/4 
of a leaf after feeding is complete. Viewed from afar, it resembles 
drought stress. Hawthorn leafminer has one generation per year 
and overwinters as pupae in soil. Adults emerge, mate, and lay 
small numbers of eggs in the upper surface of newly developing 
leaves. Outer margins and the bottom portion of leaves are 
preferred sites for egg-laying. 

Adult emergence usually occurs around leaf bud break on 
hawthorn. The adults are active NOW (mid-April-mid-May; @200 
GDD). Adults are black, about 2/10 inch (4 mm) long, and 
resemble small, stout-bodied bees. We have had success 
monitoring for them with yellow sticky cards hung in trees, but I 
have also observed them hovering over the leaves on sunny days. 
Egg hatch occurs 5-10 days after they are laid. The white colored 
larvae hatch and feed inside leaves and will eventually reach 3/8 
inch (7 mm) length before dropping down into the soil for the 
year. Larvae have been recorded between 221-674 GDD in our 
area.
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Undesirable perennial grasses in turf-type 
tall fescue include coarse pasture varieties 
of tall fescue such as KY31, orchardgrass 
(Dactylis glomerata), rough bluegrass (Poa 
trivialis), and creeping bentgrass (Agrostis 
palustris). 

Look for descriptions of these grasses and 
control recommendations in the next several 
issues of Hotline.
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that infects Loblolly pines in the spring and aster and 
goldenrod later in the summer. Infected needles have small 
orange red tongue-shaped spore producing structures 
protruding from the needles. These will turn white with time. 
The spores produced in these structures can infect susceptible 
aster and goldenrod later. The spotting on those two host is 
generally cosmetic and no controls are usually needed.

CEDAR-APPLE RUST GALLS. Be on the lookout for the round 
woody galls on twigs and branches of eastern red cedar, 
Juniperus virginiana. During periods of wet weather these 
woody galls will produce orange-red gelatinous spore horns. 
These gelatinous appendages produce the spores that infect 
apple and crabapple leaves. The best control on cedar is to 
prune out the galls to the extent that is practical. These cedar-
apple rust galls can be pretty spectacular for fungi-philes. 

Insects (Continued) Diseases (Continued)

To control, avoid planting highly susceptible 
Crataegus species such as C. crus-galli, C. 
persimilis, and C. erecta. Crataegus viridis 
'Winter King' also appears susceptible; but the 
damage is less noticeable as the season 
progresses and leaves expand.  While two 
naturally occurring parasitic wasps may 
provide control in some years, spraying trees 
during adult flight times to prevent/deter egg-
laying is one acceptable method of control. 
Pesticides such as Avid (abamectin) and 
Orthene (acephate) could be used for this, 
although Orthene can burn some varieties of 
hawthorn. We evaluated sprays of neem-based 
products last year, as well as Citation 
(cyromazine).  Neither was as effective as Avid 
for control of this pest. 
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