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BLACK SPOT ON ROSE.  Preventative fungicide sprays are very 
important to controlling black spot on hybrid tea roses. A trial 
conducted here in the UDBG in 2005 on 'Tropicana' roses showed 
that spraying every two weeks throughout the season provided 
very good control of black spot with all of the homeowner 
fungicides tested. Those tested were Ortho Rose Pride Funginex, 
Spectracide Immunox, Bonide Infuse, Bayer Advanced Rose, Tree 
and Shrub Fungicide. Previous testing showed that applications 
of neem oil, horticultural oil, and potassium bicarbonate (Bonide 
Remedy) every two weeks do not control black spot under our 
conditions here. Clean up any old leaves and pruning debris from 
the rose beds to reduce overwintering spores of the fungus and 
begin spraying when the new leaves are expanding. 

This week was once again dominated by 
cold temperatures and rain (4.5 inches) 
from this last storm! Normal to above 
normal precipitation amounts and 
unseasonably cold temperatures are 
difficult times for insects that resumed 
activity early. Species such as hawthorn 
lace bug that overwinter as adults may 
have a tough time with the temperature 
fluctuations. However, turf grubs and 
other cool season dominant insects will 
not be deterred  keep an eye out for them!

What's Hot!
LARCH CASEBEARER AND BALDCYPRESS WEBWORM.  Two early 
season defoliators to watch out for this time of year are the Larch 
Casebearer (Coleophora laricella) and the Baldcypress Webworm 
(Coleotechnites atripunctella). Both species are capable of causing 
significant defoliation to the deciduous conifers they infest. Their 
biology is similar  both pass the winter in the larval stage, then 
resume feeding in the spring. Pupation occurs in late spring, and 
the small non-descript adults fly for about 6 weeks in summer. 
Eggs are laid singly and their young larvae feed inconspicuously 
for the remainder of summer, hollowing out or mining needles to 
build their winter homes. In both cases, there is one generation a 
year.

LARCH CASEBEARER afflicts all larches, but we have noticed 
much more damage to Japanese larch (L. kaempfari) than to 
NA/European species (Larix decidua, L. laricina). The caterpillar 
resumes activity from the base of dormant larch spurs, where it 
had attached itself for the winter months  hiding out inside a 
hollowed needle. After budbreak, it hollows out emerging needles 
and causes their tips to turn brown. Heavily infested trees often 
have an entire brownish cast to them in spring. In some years, 
full greening of larch can be delayed 1-2 months by spring 
casebearer feeding. The pest lives inside its needle home except 
as an adult.

BALDCYPRESS WEBWORM (a.k.a. green hemlock needleminer) 
overwinters inside a nest of mined needles that it glues to the 
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branchlets of Baldcypress (Taxodium 
distichum). It begins feeding at budbreak, 
and will defoliate trees and give them a 
sparse appearance that looks to the casual 
observer like the tree is late leafing out. 
This pest is cyclic, it has re-emerged as a 
seasonal problem in the last two years 
after 8 years of relative inactivity.

Control of both species is probably best 
performed in late summer, just after larval 
hatch  but no one is paying any attention 
then! Seriously, we have had success 
managing both species with sprays of Bt 
or Conserve directed at newly emerging 
foliage in spring - right around 100 GDD. 
Other pesticides for chewing insects 
would work as well. For best success, use 
1-1.5% v:v horticultural oil as a tank mix to 
ensure good stick to the sparsely foliated 
trees.
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PHOTINIA LEAF SPOT.  Photinia or red-tip samples have been submitted with leaf spot. The fungus Entomosporium 
mespili or Frabrea causes this leafspot. In addition to photinia, it can infect pear, hawthorn, flowering quince, apple 
and crabapple, serviceberry and a few others. Symptoms include dark brown to black spots on upper and lower leaf 
surfaces. Spots often have red or purplish borders and are numerous and small. These spots produce fungal fruiting 
bodies that bear spores and are washed from old infected leaves to newly emerging ones to produce the primary 
infections. Once the disease is established, spores produced during the growing season reinfect the plant. Rake and 
dispose of old infected leaves. If the foliage is badly spotted, pruning the plant to remove the worst of the foliage 
may be the best approach. If needed, spray to protect the new growth with fungicides such as Daconil 2787 
(chlorothalonil), Heritage, Banner MAXX, and others.

WINTER DAMAGE.  The bulk of our clinic samples are still winter damage.  Winter damage symptoms on Japanese 
holly and Foster holly hybrids have been common. Look for scattered brown branch tips on affected plants and 
prune them out.
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