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EARLY SEASON BROADLEAF WEED HEADACHES.  Over the past 
two weeks many winter annual weeds and early season 
perennials (especially wild garlic) have broken dormancy and are 
actively competing with desired turfgrass, which is just beginning 
active growth. Winter annuals and wild garlic will be especially 
problematic this spring because these weeds continued 
vegetative growth well into January due to the above average 
seasonal temperatures. Wild garlic is especially pervasive this 
spring likely due to the development of an extensive 
underground root system during the fall and early winter 
months. Although these weeds will generally mow out by late 
May/early June, I have observed that weed infestations are so 
heavy that the application of broadleaf weed herbicides may be 

Eastern tent caterpillars hatched on black 
cherry at 96 GDD in Newark.  Thanks to 
Phil Thompson, City of Newark for his 
timely report!

As the weather starts to warm, people 
start asking about tick control.  Mow 
grassy or weedy areas short and remove 
brush from property to make the 
environment more difficult for ticks.  
These practices will increase ground 
temperatures, lower humidity, and 
eliminate homes for hosts (mice and other 
varmints) of the immature stages of ticks.  
Ticks found in the area include the dog 
tick and deer tick (black-legged tick).  If 
working in potentially tick infested areas 
wearing light colored long sleeved shirts, 
pants tugged into socks or boots, and tick 
repellant (DEET) will reduce likelihood of 
getting ticks on you.  Ticks should be 
removed by using tweezers, but if using 
your hands, wear gloves or protect 
yourself with a tissue or paper towel.  
Grab the tick as close to the skin as 
possible and with steady pressure pull the 
tick straight out.  Do not twist because 
mouthparts may be left behind, and be 
careful not to damage the tick in the 
removal process.  Pesticide applications 
are not very effective, but if necessary, 
Sevin (carbaryl) or Suspend (deltamethrin) 
have rates for tick control.

What's Hot!
EASTERN TENT CATERPILLAR.  Eggs in the egg masses have 
hatched or are in the process of hatching, and caterpillars 
migrate to forks of tree branches to form a tent.  The caterpillars 
lay a trail of webbing down as they make their way to young 
leaves to feed.  Eastern tent caterpillars are black in color, have 
tan-colored hairs, irregular blue markings, a white stripe down 
the back of the insect and the white stripe has a yellowish-tan 
stripe on either side.  This insect prefers to feed on wild cherry, 
but also readily eats crabapple, ornamental apple, plum, peach, 
and occasionally birch or ash.  

Eastern tent caterpillars feed for four to six weeks before mature 
caterpillars leave the tree to search for a suitable location to 
pupate.  The adults emerge in two to four weeks, mate, and 
females lay eggs in gray foam-like masses with about 150-350 
eggs in a mass.  Eastern tent caterpillar egg masses are usually 
laid on twigs or small branches and there is only one generation 
per year.  A number of natural enemies such as assassin bugs, 
parasitoids, and birds help keep the insect under control.  Some 
compounds used to control eastern tent caterpillar include:  
insecticidal soap, B. thuringiensis, spinosad, bifenthrin, and 
cyfluthrin products.  Applications when the larvae are small 
increases efficacy and applications should cover both the foliage 
and the tent.  Pruning out the egg masses and destroying the eggs 
in the fall or early spring before egg hatch is an effective cultural 
method to control eastern tent caterpillar.  
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warranted to reduce competition with desired turfgrass. 

Unfortunately, the weather forecast over the next 10 to 14 days calls for below average temperatures with highs in 
the low 50's and lows in the 30 to 40 degree range. For optimum weed control with broadleaf weed herbicides 
daytime highs should at least be in the 60's. In addition, there is a greater risk of injury to desired turfgrass if these 
herbicides are applied under these cool weather conditions. I recommend that all broadleaf weed herbicide 
applications be delayed until we obtain sustained warmer temperatures. Once we reach these conditions and a 
decision is made to apply a broadleaf weed herbicide keep the following in mind. Many winter annual weeds are 
tolerant to 2,4-D so be sure the herbicide mixture you choose contains herbicides other than 2,4-D such as dicamba, 
triclopyr, 2,4-DP, and MCPA/MCPP.  For wild garlic control 2,4-D is a good choice but the ester formulation should 
be used in place of the amine formulation. Due to the orientation of the leaves of wild garlic, the addition of a 
surfactant, preferably a high quality non-ionic surfactant with 80 or 90% active ingredients, may increase the 
retention of the spray solution on the leaves and improve control. 
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