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TWO UNWANTED FALL HOUSE GUESTS.  The Western conifer 
seed bug (Leptoglossus occidentalis) is often found near white 
pine. It is approximately ¾ inch in length and is similar in 
appearance to squash bugs. They have dusky brown to brownish 
black bodies and an aggressive looking “beak” head. The upper 
surface of the abdomen is light yellow to orange. Alternating 
patterns of brown and black appear at the edges of their wing 
covers along their backs. While these insects look large and 
aggressive, they will not bite. They emit a powerful musky odor 
when disturbed or handled. Adults enter buildings seeking a site 
to overwinter after feeding on pine or Douglas-fir cones.

The multicolored Asian lady beetle (Harmonia axyridis) [MALB] 
probably arrived in the US as a result of large-scale aphid 
biocontrol program releases in the 1970's and 1980's in OH, ME, 
CT, DE, PA, MD, GA, MI, and LA. It has expanded its range in 
recent years. These lady beetles are attracted to dwellings that 
mimic the light stone outcroppings of their native overwintering 
sites (i.e. white or bright colored houses). MALB feed on a wide 
variety of pests including hemlock woolly adelgid. However, they 
have also become a nuisance because they congregate in 
buildings beginning in fall. Identification of MALB based on color 
or spot pattern alone is very difficult  several different color 
forms with and without spotting are often present. They will 
rarely give a small bite.

Both species commonly inhabits the south and west exposures of 
windows in home or near places where bright light and heat are 
present. They tend to appear inside buildings on bright days 
when the temperatures drop below freezing. The first line of 
management of both these fall invaders is excluding entry. Doors, 
windows, walls, soffits, etc. should all be examined and repaired 
to eliminate gaps where these insects gain primary entry. (Note: 
this also has energy conservation benefits). Vacuuming or 
sweeping them from inside generally cuts down on almost all but 
the most extreme problems. Other tactics may include adjusting 
lighting and color in infested spaces with window treatments, 
paint colors, or exterior plants. MALB trap designs are available 
on the internet for extreme cases like laboratories, etc. that need 
advanced protection. Don't use pesticides against these fall 
invaders; it provides only short-term relief and does not address 
bigger structural management issues.

Crawlers from the last generations of 
euonymus and pine needle scales may be 
present now. Oil applications now may help 
reduce their numbers next spring.

Monitor for fall population upswings of 
spruce spider mite and hemlock rust mite on 
desirable plants. Treatment now may avoid 
damage that appears later.

There has been a lot of interest recently in 
New Castle County in the new Yard Waste 
Ban that goes into effect on January 1, 2007.  
Here are some details:

This ban is only for yard waste entering the 
Cherry Island Land Fill.  It was imposed as 
part of the permitting process for the 
landfill.  Over the next several years, other 
landfills in Delaware will renew their permits 
and yard waste bans will probably be 
imposed at that time.  The intention is to 
increase the life of the Cherry Island Land 
Fill (and others in the future) since 23% of 
the residential waste stream is yard waste 
and yard waste can be recycled and reused 
as compost. 

Currently, this ban only affects residents in 
New Castle County whose trash haulers use 
the Cherry Island Land Fill (most of northern 
New Castle County).  So the first step for 
residents is to check with their trash hauler.  
Landscapers who need to dispose of yard 
waste can bring the waste to the Cherry 
Island Land Fill where it will be piled, 
chipped and used for roads in the landfill 
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etc.  The tipping fees will be the same as for other waste.  Landscapers can also bring yard waste to private 
entrepreneurs who accept and compost yard waste.  Strobert’s Tree Service (475-7089) is accepting yard waste and the 
tipping fees are less than at the land fill.  

Residents should understand they have three choices for dealing with yard waste:

1.  Compost it on site - this is the best alternative since it doesn’t involve using resources for transport of the waste.
2.  Take it to a land fill or composting location themselves.
3.  Pay a hauler to pick up the yard waste and take it to an appropriate site (depending on the trash hauler, this service 
may be provided at no additional charge or there may be an additional fee for yard waste pick up).

DNREC is currently working with trash haulers in the state to identify the services they will be providing to their 
customers.  Visit the DNREC website (http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/yardwaste) for up-to-date information.

Cooperative Extension has resources for residents to learn how to properly compost their yard waste at home.  Just call 
your county extension office.
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Editor’s Note:  This is the last issue of Ornamentals Hotline for 2006.  In the next week or so, keep a lookout for 
resubscription forms for 2007.  Have a good winter!
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