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INDIAN WAX SCALE.   The conspicuous signs of this wax scale 
have begun to show up over the past couple of weeks.  The 
female scales are bright white and usually found attached to 
twigs or stems.  Some common hosts include holly, pyracantha, 
barberry, magnolia, mulberry, plum, and camellia.  Mature 
females oviposit between 3000 and 5000 eggs beginning in late 
May.  The eggs hatch in about two to three weeks and the reddish 
colored crawlers often settle on stems and branches around the 
end of June.  Crawlers may occasionally settle on the upper 
surfaces of leaves.  After settling, crawlers begin to secrete a wax 
that often appears ornate.  In July, remove scales by hand and 
examine the underside.  Indian wax scale has a pink to red 
underside.  Male Indian wax scales are rarely encountered.  This 
wax scale produces honeydew and only has one generation per 
year in Delaware.  Horticultural oil does not provide adequate 
control of this pest.  Distance or imidacloprid soil injections are 
viable control options.  Distance should be applied during crawler 
activity.  So at this point in the season, note infestations and plan 
for control next year.

White pines with inner needles turning 
yellow are not dying, they are just 
experiencing normal fall yellowing and leaf 
drop.  While evergreens do not loose all their 
leaves in the fall, individual leaves/needles 
do not last on the tree forever.  If trees are 
small, you can shake them and loosen the 
needles.  You will end up with a nice pine 
straw mulch below the trees. 

It is time to bring tender perennials and 
tropicals indoors for the winter.  After the 
frosts we’ve had starting last Thursday, it 
may be past time for a few plants.  Most 
tropicals that suffered leaf injury in the 
recent frosts have not suffered crown or root 
injury yet.  Encourage customers to repot 
tender plants that they had in containers and 
overwinter indoors.  It is a good idea to move 
up one pot size when repotting.  Remove all 
dead or damaged leaves and do an overall 
grooming to avoid bringing pests indoors.

Some bulbs tend to come up in the fall--
grape hyacinths are a good example.  
Customers may become concerned that there 
is something wrong and that the bulbs won’t 
bloom in the spring.  Spring-flowering bulbs 
have hardy foliage and will not suffer much 
foliage damage by coming up in the fall.  
Their flowers won’t come up until spring and 
will bloom normally.  It might be a good idea 
to cover emerged foliage with a light layer of 
leaf mulch.

Encourage your customers to use their leaves 
this fall for mulch.  While still cutting the 
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OPPORTUNISTIC FUNGI.  In the UD Plant Diagnostic Clinic we are 
seeing woody ornamentals such as Leyland cypress and 
arborvitae with dieback.  These are often trees that have been in 
areas that received high rainfall this summer and fall.  The roots 
are testing positive for Phytophthora with a new quick test we are 
trying.  Therefore, Phytophthora root rot is probably one of the 
causes for this dieback. We are also seeing opportunistic tip 
blight fungi such as Pestalotiopsis causing browning on tips of 
evergreens. Even moisture, trimming, and reduced stress may 
prevent losses from these opportunistic pathogens.  
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grass, they can just mow over leaves and use the clippings as mulch.  
Even after they have stopped mowing, they can rake leaves into low 
piles and run over the piles with the lawn mower, producing a nice 
mulch.  Someone with a lot of leaves may want to buy a leaf 
vacuum/shredder to make an even finer mulch that is excellent for all 
flower beds.

Remember there is still time to register for Bob Mulrooney’s Disease 
Short Course*; offered on  October 30 and November 1 from 4 to 6:30 
in Fischer Greenhouse in Newark.  

* 5 Pesticide credits will be awarded for attendance at both sessions.

To register, call Dot Milsom at 302-831-2531 (sorry for the mistaken 
phone number in the last issue).
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Editor’s Note:  You may be getting 
questions about the New Castle 
County yard waste ban set to go 
into effect next January.  We are 
meeting with DNREC and the Solid 
Waste Authority in late October and 
will have some guidelines and 
recommendations to share in the 
final issue of Ornamentals Hotline, 
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