
WEEDS
Gordon  Johnson
Agricultural Agent, Kent County

r eFo  mor t informa ion

Issue 24

on pests & practices covered in this 
newsletter, call your County Extension Office

Garden Line
     (for home gardeners only)
New Castle County Extension
Kent County Extension
Sussex County Extension

831-8862

831-2506
730-4000
856-7303

Helpful numbers to know:

Cooperative Extension Education in Agriculture and Home Economics, University of Delaware, Delaware State University and the United States Department of Agriculture cooperating.  
Janice A. Seitz,  Director.  Distributed in furtherance of Acts of Congress of March 8 and June 30, 1914.  It is the policy of the Delaware Cooperative Extension System that no person shall be 
subjected to discrimination on the grounds of race, color, sex, disability, age, or national origin.

UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE                COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

September 7,  2007

LATE SEASON LEAF SPOTS.  As fall approaches tree and shrub 
foliage begins to become more susceptible to weakly pathogenic 
fungi (facultative saprophytes). Tar spot  look for thick, crusty 
black splotches (1/4  ¾ inches across) on the leaves of silver and 
red maple. at this time of the year. The disease occurs too late to 
cause any damage to the tree. To control, rake and destroy 
infected leaves. Leaf blotch of hickory (large irregular brown spots 
on the leaves) and leaf spot (circular brown spots) are appearing 
on susceptible hickory trees where there has been some rainfall. 
Both diseases occur so late in the season that the only 
consequence is leaf fall occurs a little earlier than normal. Black 
walnut anthracnose may cause early leaf drop. Cercospora 
leafspot of sourwood is prevalent with 1/4 inch diameter spots 
that have purple rims and brown centers. Large areas of the lower 
leaves can be covered. The spotting will probably not affect tree 
health this late in the season, but it has been increasing in 
occurrence over the last several years. 

BACTERIAL LEAF SCORCH on pin and red oak shows up as 
marginal leaf browning. Symptoms are not due to lack of water 
but to a pathological disease caused by a bacterium (Xylella), 
which is vectored by leafhoppers or tree hoppers. Bacterial scorch 

COLEOSPORIUM RUST was diagnosed on 
Blue Star (Amsonia tabernaemontana var. 
salicifolia). Heavily infested leaves were 
yellowing and the undersides of the leaf 
were covered with small, bright orange 
pustules--too late for any control measures. 

BOTRYOSPHAERIA CANKER was diagnosed 
on Viburnum sargentii 'Susquehanna' 
causing death of several scattered branches. 
There is no control other than pruning out 
the dead branches. Viburnums are 
susceptible to cankers, especially if they are 
stressed.

There are two more issues of Ornamentals 
Hotline for 2007.  They will be issued on 
September 21 and October 12. 

What's Hot!
WHITE GRUBS.  Masked chafers, green June Beetles, oriental 
beetles, Phyllophaga spp., and Asiatic garden beetle make up the 
white grub complex, although Japanese beetle grubs get most of 
the blame.  Grub populations will be higher in irrigated areas 
since scarab eggs require moisture for hatch. Apply preventative 
treatments in areas with known grub problems from mid-June 
through mid-July.   Sample untreated areas (especially sunny 
locations, irrigated areas appearing drought-stressed, areas with 
grub history, and locations with high adult activity) now by 
cutting out square foot area of turf with a knife or shovel.  A 
standard golf course cup-cutter can be used to sample for white 
grubs, but about 10 samples are needed to equal a square foot.  
Look for ¼ - 3/8” long, white, and c-shaped insects at the soil-
thatch interface.  Samples with 8  10 grubs or more per square 
foot should be treated to reduce grub damage.   

White grubs are attacked by predators, parasitoids, 
entomopathogenic nematodes, and other entomopathogens 
throughout the year.  Products applied preventatively include 
imidacloprid and halofenozide, an insect growth regulator.  
Applications for curative control of white grubs should be made 
very soon.  Imidacloprid, clothianidin, halofenozide, and 
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Bob Mulrooney
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(Continued)

BAMBOO has caused many disputes 
between neighbors due to the propensity 
of running types to invade adjoining 
properties. One solution is to use avoid 
invasive types of bamboo and plant 
clumping types, such as Chinese Mountain 
Bamboo or Umbrella bamboo, instead.  
Unfortunately, many clumping types are 
not well adapted to our Delaware climate.  
If a spreading type, such as a Phyllostachys 
species, is desired, then containment is 
necessary.  A barrier made of metal, 
concrete, plastic, fiberglass, or treated 
wood should be installed at least 2 feet 

(Continued)

View Hotline pictures for this issue at 
www.kentcoopextension.blogspot.com/
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Diseases (Continued)
deep and slanted at an angle outward.  This will deflect the bamboo rhizomes 
so when they hit the barrier they will turn upwards and the shoots can be 
controlled (physically removed) when they appear above the barrier.  Inspect 
barriers at least 2 times a year for these escapes.

If bamboo has escaped, first, trench or use a spade to cut the rhizomes in the 
invading area off from the mother plant.  Then cut the stand to the ground and 
allow to regrow.  Frequent mowing will control bamboo so consider converting 
the area to turf.  If the invaded area is in landscape beds, control is more 
difficult and involves physical removal of the rhizomes or herbicide treatment.  
Herbicides are limited in their ability to control bamboo.  Czarnota and Derr (U 
Ga and Va Tech) found that “MSMA, quinclorac, dithiopyr, clethodim, 
fenoxaprop, and sethoxydim did not control two Phyllostachys species” tested. 
“Glyphosate, glufosinate, and fluazifop significantly reduced bamboo-shoot 
fresh weight, although regrowth occurred after a single application.” Bamboo 
control with dichlobenil (Casoron) was less than 23%.  Glyphosate and 
imazapyr provided 76% and 98% bamboo control, respectively, at 58 weeks 
after treatment.  Imazapyr (Arsenal) is limited to use on forestry sites and 
right-of-ways.  For horticultural uses, repeated spot applications of glyphosate 
(Roundup, others) will give the best control.  However, as many as 4 
applications may be needed. 

Weeds (Continued)
infected trees show scorch 
symptoms on sections of the 
tree not the entire crown. 
Mature trees weakened by 
drought could be predisposed 
to infection. Prune out dead 
limbs and enjoy the tree for as 
long as it survives. Bacterial 
leaf scorch causes a slow 
decline and eventual death of 
oaks in the red oak group. 
Although willow oak is in the 
red oak group it does not 
appear to get infected, but 
hasn't been proven to be 
resistant in any controlled 
experiment.
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