
WEEDS
Gordon  Johnson
Agricultural Agent, Kent County

r eFo  mor t informa ion

Issue 23

on pests & practices covered in this 
newsletter, call your County Extension Office

Garden Line
     (for home gardeners only)
New Castle County Extension
Kent County Extension
Sussex County Extension

831-8862

831-2506
730-4000
856-7303

Helpful numbers to know:

Cooperative Extension Education in Agriculture and Home Economics, University of Delaware, Delaware State University and the United States Department of Agriculture cooperating.  
Janice A. Seitz,  Director.  Distributed in furtherance of Acts of Congress of March 8 and June 30, 1914.  It is the policy of the Delaware Cooperative Extension System that no person shall be 
subjected to discrimination on the grounds of race, color, sex, disability, age, or national origin.

UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE                COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

August 31,  2007

FOLIAR NEMATODE.  Be on the lookout for symptoms (angular 
spots on the leaves limited by the vein pattern) of this nematode 
pest causing premature dying of foliage. It is easily overlooked or 
misidentified. Wet weather aids in movement of the nematodes 
since they swim in a film of water on leaf surfaces and enter 
through stomata. The host range is very large including hosta, 
peony, anemonies, ferns, bugbane, plumbago, and many others. 
Remove infected leaves and destroy them. We still do not have 
any effective chemical controls for the home or commercial 
landscape. 

BOTRYTIS BLIGHT. Cool weather and evening dew forms are ideal 
conditions for Botrytis blight or gray mold. To reduce this fuzzy, 
gray fungus, keep rose gardens and flowers beds dead-headed 
and spray with Daconil 2787, Cleary's 3336 (thiophanate-methyl). 
Other fungicides for commercial use only include Chipco 26019 

Aschocyta leaf blight on lily-of the valley 
was observed this week in Newark causing 
large elliptical yellow spots with red brown 
borders on leaves. Fungicides could have 
been used earlier in the season if needed. 

Anthracnose on black walnut is now 
appearing, but seems to be less severe than 
other years due to the dry weather. Look for 
the dark angular spots on the leaves that 
will yellow and drop. It is way too late in the 
season for the disease to affect tree health. 
Rake and compost infected leaves. 

The scoliid parasitoid is flying over turf 
canopies searching for white grubs--no 
treatment needed.

What's Hot!
WHITE GRUBS.  Masked chafers, green June Beetles, oriental 
beetles, Phyllophaga spp., and Asiatic garden beetle make up the 
white grub complex, although Japanese beetle grubs get most of 
the blame.  Grub populations will be higher in irrigated areas 
since scarab eggs require moisture for hatch. Apply preventative 
treatments in areas with known grub problems from mid-June 
through mid-July.   Sample untreated areas (especially sunny 
locations, irrigated areas appearing drought-stressed, areas with 
grub history, and locations with high adult activity) now by 
cutting out square foot area of turf with a knife or shovel.  A 
standard golf course cup-cutter can be used to sample for white 
grubs, but about 10 samples are needed to equal a square foot.  
Look for ¼ - 3/8” long, white, and c-shaped insects at the soil-
thatch interface.  Samples with 8  10 grubs or more per square 
foot should be treated to reduce grub damage.   

White grubs are attacked by predators, parasitoids, 
entomopathogenic nematodes, and other entomopathogens 
throughout the year.  Products applied preventatively include 
imidacloprid and halofenozide, an insect growth regulator.  
Applications for curative control of white grubs should be made 
very soon.  Imidacloprid, clothianidin, halofenozide, and 
thiomethoxam all provide excellent grub control if made before 1 
September.  Entomopathogenic nematodes applied with 
imidacloprid also provide control of white grubs.  After 1 
September, clothianidin, thiomethoxam, and trichlorfon provide 
the best chemical control options.  

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
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(Continued)

JAPANESE STILTGRASS (Microstegium 
vimineum) is a non-native summer annual 
grass. It is an invasive weed in wetlands, 
woodlands, right of ways, parks, lawns, 
and landscapes.  It loves shade and is a 
major problem in wooded properties and 
parklands, particularly in New Castle 
County.  It has pale green, lance shaped 
leaves; about 3 inches long with a silvery 
stripe down the middle.  Seed heads are 
thin spikes and seed production occurs 
from September to frost (mid October).  
Seeds germinate earlier than crabgrass in 
March or April.

(Continued)

View Hotline pictures for this issue at 
www.kentcoopextension.blogspot.com/
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Diseases (Continued)

It is critical to stop Japanese stiltgrass from going to seed next month. 
Mowing is often effective but must be very short and just before flowering 
to avoid reseeding.  Glyphosate herbicide is effective at this time but is 
non-selective.  Acclaim extra (fexoxaprop-p-ethyl) has given good control 
as a postemergence herbicide, is more selective, and is an option for 
turfgrass and wooded areas. In contrast, research has shown that 
dithiopyr and quinclorac applied postemergence were ineffective on 
Japanese stiltgrass in turf. Research by Judge, Neal, and Derr (NC State 
and VPI) has also shown that single postemergence applications of the 
grass herbicides clethodim, fluazifop-P, or sethoxydim controlled 
Japanese stiltgrass 50 to 88%. These herbicides applied twice provided 82 
to 99% control.  These are options in landscape beds, wooded landscapes, 
and non-grassed areas.  Japanese stiltgrass may also be controlled with 
early spring applied pre-emergence materials (target 2 weeks before 
crabgrass).  The same research showed that benefin plus oryzalin, 
dithiopyr, isoxaben plus trifluralin, oryzalin, oxadiazon, pendimethalin, 
prodiamine, or trifluralin applied preemergence controlled Japanese 
stiltgrass 87% or greater 8 weeks after treatment.

Weeds (Continued)

(iprodione) and Decree 
(fenheximide). Often the fungus 
caused a stem canker when 
infected flowers fall into the plant 
canopy. Black or caramel-colored, 
sunken and elongated lesions, with 
a definite outline, frequently 
appear on succulent stems or 
stalks of such ornamentals as 
begonia, geranium, annual vinca, 
peony, rose, snapdragon and 
others. Infection may spread 
through the stem causing it to be 
weakened, girdled, and collapsed 
at the point of infection followed 
by wilting of the foliage above the 
lesion. 
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