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EUROPEAN HORNETS.   This large wasp resembles yellow jackets 
but is much larger.  The European hornet is about 35 mm (1.5 
inches) long and is brown with yellow markings.  Nests are rarely 
constructed in open areas and are more likely to be found in 
protected areas such as tree cavities, bird houses, barns, or 
sheds.  During the summer, these hornets feed on large insects 
such as caterpillars, grasshoppers, flies, and bees.  European 
hornets damage a number of ornamental trees and shrubs 
including, lilacs, rhododendrons, birch, ash, and dogwood.  The 
hornet gains nourishment from the plant sap and the bark may 
be used as nesting material.  Workers expand the nest throughout 
the summer, and in the fall the next season's queens mate with 
newly emerged male hornets.  European hornets feed on 
substances high in carbohydrates in the fall.  These food sources 
include overripe fruits, tree sap, soft drinks, juices, and possibly 
honeydew produced by insects such as aphids or scales.  This 
hornet is also known to attack small fruits such as grapes and 
consume the sugars.  European hornets do not reuse nests and 
populations die off with the onset of cold weather. The only 
effective method of control is nest removal.  A pressurized wasp 
and hornet spray with a range of 10  15 feet is desirable.  
Treatments should be made at dusk or after dark to ensure most 
of the hornets are in the nest.  Caution should be used when 
treating hornet nests since hornets guard the nest, can sting 
repeatedly, and can fly at night.          

Azalea caterpillars have been identified 
lately.  The female moth lays clusters of 
eggs on the underside of leaves, and 
caterpillars feed gregariously.  Early instars 
appear red with four white to yellowish 
longitudinal lines down each side.  Older 
larvae have read heads, red legs, and black 
bodies with white to yellowish 'broken' 
longitudinal lines down each side.  This 
gives older larvae a spotted appearance.   
Young caterpillars skeletonize leaves, and 
as larvae age, they consume entire leaves.  
Caterpillars will raise both ends off of 
leaves when disturbed, thus displaying a C-
shape.  Control options when larvae are 
small include Bacillus thuringiensis 
(kurstaki), insecticidal soaps, Conserve SC, 
Sevin, or Bayer Advanced Garden Multi-
Insect Killer.  Larger larvae are easily 
removed by hand and can be disposed of in 
a soap solution.   

Leaf rust was identified on Japanese 
morning glory, Ipomoea nil 'Scarlett O'Hara'.  
Infected leaves had typical raised orange-
red pustules on the underside of the leaves. 
No need for control at this late date. 

Aschocyta leaf blight on lily-of the valley 
was seen this week causing large elliptical 
yellow spots with red brown borders on 
leaves. Fungicides could have been used 
earlier in the season if needed. 

What's Hot!

PEONY BLOTCH or measles is common place now on peonies 
both garden peonies as well as tree peonies. As mentioned 
earlier, this fungus disease caused by the fungus Cladosporium 
paeoniae produces glossy dark purple spots on the upper surface 
of the leaves and a dull chestnut brown color on the 
corresponding lower leaf surface. It is too late for control this 
season, but during a recent visit to Longwood Gardens the 
differences in susceptibility to this disease in their tree peony 
collection is dramatic. The range in symptoms from light 
infection to very heavy infection would be very enlightening for 
those who are interested in tree peonies. Remove old infected 
leaves in the fall or early spring before new growth begins to 
reduce the amount of spores available for infection. 

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

INSECTS
Brian Kunkel
Ornamental IPM Specialist
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

Editor’s Note:  The Growing Degree Day numbers for Sussex 
County have been inflated for the past few weeks due to a 
computer calculation error.  This week’s number is correct.  Sorry 
for the misinformation.

Pyracantha scab is very evident now on susceptible 
cultivars. Look for the brown scabby fruit on 
infected plants. 

Powdery mildew is increasing on bedding plants 
such as zinnia and melampodium.

What’s Hot (Continued)Editor’s Note:  The next issue will be published on 
Friday, September 29, 2006.
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