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SEPTORIA LEAFSPOT is showing up now on flowering dogwood, 
Redosier dogwood, and silky dogwood. Some trees have 
numerous small, brown, angular spots on the lower branches that 
look like small dogwood anthracnose spots. It is too late for any 
chemical control and the disease will only affect the appearance 
of the plants, not the health. 

WET. With the almost 2 inches of rain we've had and high 
humidity we may see a resurgence of secondary fungi that will 
infect dead or drought damaged leaves on trees and shrubs. 
These weakly pathogenic fungi may make the plants look bad but 
at this late date should not pose too much of a threat to plant 
health. Be on the lookout for a bloom of stink horn fungi, bird's 
nest fungi, slime molds and mushrooms in mulched beds. They 
are not harmful and if unsightly, can be removed by raking or 
some other mechanical means.

A suggestion for fall webworm control--use 
a power washer to remove webs.  I tried this 
at home over the weekend and it worked 
fairly well on lower branches.  Of course, it 
removes leaves as well, but it did get rid of 
lots of unsightly webs.

Cercospora leafspot was identified on 
oakleaf hydrangea--the spots are angular 
rather than circular and not as purple as on 
other hydrangeas. The lower third of these 
plants were being hit with lawn irrigation 
water, creating ideal conditions for 
infection. Fall raking and removal of the 
infected leaves will reduce problems next 
season. 

What's Hot!
BALDCYPRESS RUST MITE.  Taxodium foliage will soon show the 
russetting, bronzing, distortion, and premature leaf drop that are 
the telltale symptoms of baldcypress rust mite (BCRM) damage. 
The tiny, microscopic yellowish-brown mites may be difficult to 
see, but their white cast skins shows up well against the light 
green foliage of baldcypress with a handlens. Populations build 
up rapidly during warm summer weather and typically peak in 
late July to Mid-August. BCRM feed until needle drop in mid-
October. Use the funnel sampling technique described in Hotline 
Issue #2 for scouting BCRM and other spider/rust mites. 

No need to manage BCRM in the landscape except for premium 
landscape aesthetics. Control may be needed in field and 
container nurseries. Several natural enemies feed on BCRM  
predatory mites, predatory thrips, and spider mite destroyers (a 
beetle - Stethorus spp.) are among these. In our research, we 
found that populations of BCRM were best managed using 1250 
GDD or petal fall of Kousa dogwood as indicators. 2% 
horticultural oil (effective and no burn at Longwood with mid-
season applications) may cause phytotoxicity. A miticide such as 
Avid (abamectin) or Forbid (spiromesifen) provide late season 
control, but they will harm some natural enemies. Many of the 
newer selective miticides such as Hexygon and Floramite have NO 
EFFECT on rust mites. Finally, we attempted to control BCRM in 
the dormant stage with spring oil applications and found that 
this actually INCREASED mite populations during that season. We 
are currently evaluating fall applications of miticides for BCRM 
control next season.

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

(Continued)

WINTER ANNUAL WEEDS start to 
germinate in late August and continue 
through the fall.  Winter annual broadleaf 
weeds of turf and landscapes include 
common chickweed, henbit, purple 
deadnettle, field violet, annual speedwells 
(corn, ivyleaf, purslane, and Persian 
speedwells), and mustard family weeds 
including wild mustard, wild radish, 
bittercress, yellow rocket, and shepard's 
purse.  Winter annual grasses include 
annual bluegrass, annual ryegrass, and 
downy brome.  Several short lived 
perennials and biennials also germinate in 
fall (mouseear chickweed and marestail or 
horseweed).  For seedling images, look at 

(Continued)

View Hotline pictures for this issue at 
www.kentcoopextension.blogspot.com/

INSECTS
Casey Sclar
IPM Coordinator, Longwood Gardens
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Diseases are hard to find in the 
landscape now due to 
prolonged dry, hot weather. 
When present, the incidence 
and severity is limited. Trees 
and shrubs will benefit from 
this recent rain and weekend 
sun to produce sugars  
important for growth, pest 
defense, and winter hardiness. 

Diseases (Continued)

the Ornamentals Hotline companion blog  
.

Preemergence herbicides can be effective in reducing late germinating winter 
annuals; however, many of these weeds germinate from fall through spring 
requiring longer residuals.  Use Dithiopyr, pendimethalin, or prodiamine as late 
summer applications for the control of annual bluegrass in established turf (see 
Issue 21).  OH2 and Rout are examples of preemergence materials highly effect 
in landscapes on mustard family weeds, speedwells, Lamiums (henbit and 
purple deadnettle), horseweed, and annual bluegrass.  They are weak on 
chickweed, which is better controlled with herbicides containing isoxaben 
(Snapshot, Gallery), pendamethalin (Pendulum, others), trifluralin (Snapshot, 
others), or prodiamine (Barricade).  Check with each product label for 
compatibility with specific landscape plants and efficacy on specific winter 
annual weeds.  It may be more economical to allow cool season weeds to 
germinate and use a post emergence herbicide.  In turf, broadleaf herbicide 
combination products are effective on winter broadleaf weeds when applied in 
the fall or early spring.  Use non-selective herbicides (such as glyphosate) for 
winter weed control in landscape beds after leaf drop in deciduous plantings 
and as directed applications around evergreens.    

www.kentcoopextension.blogspot.com
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Dave Suchanic, well-loved 
county agent from SE PA, 
passed away on Sunday after a 
long battle with cancer. Dave's 
last wishes: (1) Make the world 
a better place by doing the little 
things for each other; (2) love 
one another; and (3) please try 
to make the best of each day!
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