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BALDCYPRESS RUST MITE.  Taxodium foliage is now showing the 
characteristic russetting, bronzing, distortion, and premature leaf 
drop that are the telltale symptoms of baldcypress rust mite 
(BCRM) damage. The tiny, microscopic yellowish-brown mites may 
be difficult to see, but their white cast skins may show up well 
against the light green foliage of baldcypress with a handlens. 

BCRM overwinters as mated females located within the bark 
cracks and even within the buds of baldcypress. After bud break, 
the females migrate to needles and lay eggs. With the onset of 
warm temperatures in the summer, populations build up rapidly 
and typically peak in late July to Mid-August. BCRM remain until 
about needle drop in mid-October, when the re-position 
themselves for the coming winter. The use of a funnel sampling 
technique described in Hotline Issue #2 can be quite useful for 
scouting BCRM and other spider/rust mites. 

In the landscape, BCRM may not need to be managed at all except 
where premium landscape aesthetics are a priority. However, it 
may be needed in field and container nursery situations. Several 
natural enemies have been observed to feed on BCRM  predatory 
mites, predatory thrips, and spider mite destroyers (a beetle - 
Stethorus spp.) are among these. In our research, we found that 
populations of BCRM were best managed using 1250 GDD or petal 
fall of Kousa dogwood as indicators.

There are several caveats when choosing chemical management 
options for BCRM. While we have not experienced any problems 
using 2% horticultural oil, several other researchers have noted 
phytoxicity from its use on baldcypress.  Our mid-season oil 
applications reduced BCRM without burn. 

There has been a general increase this 
year in the number of fall caterpillars 
such as cankerworms and spanworms.  
Fall armyworm has been active in 
greenhouses on pot mums. 

The amount of fall webworm in New 
England is nothing short of “Epic” and I 
believe our area would “fall” into that 
category as well. (Pun thanks to Casey 
Sclar)

The Ornamentals Research Expo is 
scheduled for September 14 from 4 to 7:30 
at Townsend Hall and the UDBG.  For more 
information and to receive a flyer, call Dot 
Milsom at 302-831-2531. 

Starting next week we will be shifting to 
every other week publication of 
Ornamentals Hotline.  This allows us to take 
the 26 issues into the fall.  

What's Hot!

(Continued)

VOLUTELLA BLIGHT.   With the prolonged drought stress and the 
return of some rain and cooler temperatures, be on the lookout 
for a resurgence of Volutella blight on pachysandra. We are 
seeing it in the shade as well as sun locations in the UDBG. 
Infected stems will wilt and the girdled stem will be black. Under 
high humidity, the fungus produces millions of salmon-colored 
spores on the infected stems. Unfortunately it is probably too 
late for any chemical control measures at this point.  Beds will 
recover with time since the disease does not infect the roots or 
crown so new stems will develop from buds below the infected 
areas. Removing infected stems can help reduce spore 
production. A light application of nitrogen (1/2 lb N/1000 square 

DISEASES
Bob Mulrooney
Extension Plant Pathologist

A miticide such as Avid (abamectin) or 
Forbid (spiromesifen) may be other choices 
for later in the season, but they will harm 
some natural enemies. Many of the newer 
selective miticides such as Hexygon and 
Floramite have NO EFFECT on rust mites, so 
be sure to check the label prior to treatment. 
Finally, we attempted to control BCRM in the 
dormant stage with oil applications and 
found that this actually INCREASED mite 
populations during that season. We are 
currently evaluating fall applications of 
miticides for BCRM control next season.

(Continued)

Insects (Continued)

INSECTS
Casey Sclar
IPM Coordinator, Longwood Gardens
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Editor: Susan Barton
Extension Horticulturist

feet) might help the pachysandra recover if we get good growing conditions this fall.   

POWDERY MILDEW, as I have mentioned in the past, has been prevalent on many hosts during the dry hot weather. I 
have seen it now on leucothoe from several locations. On leucothoe, powdery mildew is on the lower surface of the leaf 
and the upper surface is often reddish initially and eventually turns yellow. It is easy to misdiagnose this disease in the 
landscape. It causes aesthetic damage to the plant but does not usually threaten the health of the plant. 

FOLIAR NEMATODE injury will increase as perennial foliage ages and we get more leaf wetness from dew and rain. Be 
on the lookout for symptoms of this nematode pest causing premature dying of foliage in the garden. It is easily 
overlooked or misidentified. The main symptoms are the angular spots on the leaves limited by the vein pattern of the 
leaf. The wet weather will be getting aids in movement of the nematodes over the leaf surfaces since they swim in a 
film of water then enter the leaves through stomata. The host range is very large including popular plants such as 
hosta, peony, anemonies, ferns, bugbane, plumbago, and many others. Remove infected leaves and destroy them. We 
still do not have any effective chemical controls for the home or commercial landscape. 

Diseases (Continued)

Editor’s Note:  The Growing Degree Day numbers for Sussex 
County have been inflated for the past few weeks due to a 
computer calculation error.  This week’s number is correct.  Sorry 
for the misinformation.
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